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FROM THE MANSE
Dear friends,
When I’m lecturing at the School of Divinity,
I always have to be very careful in lectures
and seminars to remember that the
students from all around the world would
have no idea what I was saying if I slipped
into British clichés; or worse still, threw in a
few Scottish aphorisms that my Gran would
have used. For instance, I still remember
the sea of blank faces when I suggested
that a figure in Christian history had been
‘hoisted by their own petard,’ or that in some
circumstances ‘a bird in the hand is worth
two in the bush.’ Thank goodness I didn’t try
out some of Gran’s favourites, such as
‘many a mickle maks a muckle’ and ‘Haud
your wheesht!’ Even though most people
now have had little exposure to the stories
of the Bible, the traits of some of its most
prominent characters remain common
parlance. Someone can be ‘as wise as
Solomon;’ ‘have more comebacks than
Lazarus;’ act as a ‘Good Samaritan;’ or as
in the main protagonist from the story of the
disciples encountering the risen Christ in
the first week after Easter, be a ‘doubting
Thomas.’
Thomas has had a hard press over the
centuries, searching as he was for the truth.
Just a few days beforehand, Jesus was
standing before Pontius Pilate, the allpowerful Roman governor, who held the
power of life or death over him. Jesus told
him, ‘I have come into this world to testify to
the truth.’ And Pilate contemptuously
replied, ‘what is truth?’
Truth for Pilate was a commodity of power.
To be bought and sold, created and recreated according to necessity, just words
to be employed as needed to maintain
order, crush dissent, and solidify a hold on
power. If the truth had to be bent and
manipulated to justify, pacify, frighten,
inspire violence or prevent it, so be it. ‘Truth’
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Doubting Thomas - From Maestà - an altarpiece
by Duccio di Buoninsegna (c.1255 - c.1319)

started and ended at no fixed point. And
every demagogue in recent human history
has followed that pattern too, by employing
the power of the media to re-write reality
and truth through propaganda, embracing
the murky world of ‘alternative facts’: from
Fascism’s invention of a Jewish
conspiracy; to Stalin’s cult of personality;
to Trump’s birthing hoax against Obama or
continuing baseless claims of an ‘election
steal;’ to Putin’s bizarre ‘de-Nazification’ of
Ukraine to justify slaughter and death, and
the versions of truth about his ‘special
operation’ now being force-fed to the
Russian people.
There have also been echoes of this
departure from honesty, integrity and truth
this week in our own political world. An
assumption that if you repeatedly deny
that something happened, you have
established it was not true. Failing which, if
it did happen you can still declare that you
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did not believe that it was wrong, and that
should be sufficient to then move on. All of
these examples are scarily reminiscent of
the ‘untruth’ and ‘doublespeak’ from George
Orwell’s frightening novel of totalitarian
thought
control
‘1984,’
where
an
authoritarian government directed the
narrative of its people’s ‘reality’.
What are the policies of the parties for the
upcoming local elections on 5 May? Maybe
one clichéd phrase that we are all taught
when we are small by our parents, and
sometimes learn as a hard truth from our
own experience, should be printed on all the
campaign leaflets – that ‘honesty is the best
policy.’ Concepts such as honesty and
integrity in the face of objective truth are
pre-requisites for a fair and just society. For
history has taught us, as does the present in
the calamity of the war in Ukraine, that if
truth becomes relative and can be
exploited, if it can be re-cast at a whim

without accountability, the weak and
vulnerable are exposed and there are no
limits on the injustices and depravity that
can follow. Witness Roman oppression,
the collusion of the temple authorities and
the crucifixion of Jesus. Witness the
brutality of the killing and destruction that
we see unfolding every day in a European
nation.
As Jesus said in the Sermon on the Mount,
‘let your ‘yes’ be ‘yes,’ and your ‘no,’ ‘no’.’
Or in the words of another stock phrase,
that ‘your word is your bond.’ Only then
might we be blessed by a society and a
world where the Kingdom goals of love,
peace and reconciliation could be the
great realities.
May the blessings of the risen Christ of
Easter be with you.

Sandy

BOOK: ERIC LIDDELL AND RUGBY
Eric Liddell was the great Scottish athlete who won
gold and bronze medals at the Paris Olympic
Games in 1924. His deeply held religious beliefs
meant that he refused to compete on a Sunday and
at the height of his fame he gave up his sporting
career to concentrate on evangelical work in China.
His story was told in the film Chariots of Fire and his
name lives on in the Eric Liddell Centre at Holy
Corner, Morningside. It is less well known that
Liddell was also a good rugby player who won
seven international caps for Scotland in the early
1920s. Mayfield Salisbury member Ken Bogle has
now written a book about Eric Liddell’s rugby career,
starting at the School for the Sons of Missionaries,
near London, and then onto the University of
Edinburgh, Edinburgh, and Scotland.
The book features many rare archive images and a
statistical summary of Liddell’s rugby career. Priced
at £10.99, the book is available from bookshops and
Amazon. All profits will be donated to the Eric Liddell
Centre.
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NEWS
CHURCH
FLOWERS

The fresh flowers in church looked beautiful at the Easter
Sunday service. During the past two years, it has not been
possible to have fresh flowers for Sunday worship due to covid
restrictions, but now that possibility has opened up again.
For many years, Jane Main has led a rota of volunteers who
purchase and then arrange flowers each week. Whilst Jane is
happy to be part of a team going forward, or to provide
occasional support at the main festivals in the Christian Year
such as Easter if there is no other cover, she will not be in a
position to do this alone.
If we would like fresh flowers in church each week, there are
three ways you could help. Firstly, would you be willing to be the
co-ordinator? Secondly, if not, could you be on a rota to take a
turn to purchase and arrange the flowers? And thirdly, might
you be able to contribute to the flower fund, which needs to be
replenished?

Jane Main
tdmain@yahoo.co.uk

In the first instance, please contact Jane to help out in any of
those ways, or for further information.

AFTERNOON
SERVICE

The next short Afternoon Service will be held on Tuesday 10
May from 2.30pm until around 3.45pm in the Upper Hall via
West Mayfield level access, followed by refreshments and
fellowship.

TUESDAY 10 MAY

Everyone is always made most welcome. If you haven’t found
the confidence to come back for Sunday services, you might
find the intimacy and quietness of this informal worship style a
good way to renew friendships and find peace. We all remain
seated throughout the afternoon at our tables for 4 to 6 people.

2.30PM to 3.45PM

If you would appreciate further information please speak with
Kay McIntosh, your Pastoral Visitor (PV) or Anne Sturrock.
We will remind you in Sunday Intimations that we should like
names of those who intend to be present on this occasion but
not until nearer the time.
After May we will meet again in the summer. More information
will follow in due course.

COFFEE
AND
TEA

Coffee and tea in the Bill McDonald Hall have returned after
the services.
Single use biodegradable cups will be provided but you are
very much encouraged to bring your own cup!
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The Kirk Session wishes to express its continuing gratitude to COLLECTION
those who support the Church's work through their offerings. www.give.net/20311853
Covid restrictions have prevented circulation of the plate
during services but those who would have wished to use it may
make use of the bowls marked ‘Plate Collection’ situated in
the vestibule and halls entrance, at the close of the service .
Regular and one-off donations are possible online at
www.give.net/20311853
or please contact our Freewill
Offerings Treasurer, Hugh Somerville.

Hugh Somerville
hs.somerville2@
Gmail.com
0131 466 2446

We will be having one joint Sunday service per month until the
summer. These will be on the penultimate Sunday of each
month, 15 May and 19 June.

JOINT SUNDAY
SERVICES AT
10.30AM:
ONCE PER
MONTH

The first of these will be led by the minister and will involve
music from the Chamber Group. The service in June will be led
by our youth worker and young people.

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND RESPONSE
TO UKRAINE CRISIS AND REFUGEES
The Church of Scotland hosted a
webinar last week setting out the possible
avenues of response to the war in Ukraine
and the plight of refugees, both by church
members and congregations, as well as the
Church nationally. If you would like to
watch all of the contributions on the
webinar, it can be accessed at
www.youtube.com/watch?v=HaMGivmG58Q

HOSTING REFUGEES IN YOUR HOME
The only route presently available to host
refugees is by visa application through the
‘Home for Ukraine’ scheme of the UK
Government. Sabine Chalmers of the
Church of Scotland has put together a
helpful briefing page on how the scheme
operates,
including
very
important
considerations to be taken into account if
intending to host, it can be accessed at
www.churchofscotland.org.uk/
resources/the-church-response-to-theukraine-crisis/homes-for-ukrainebriefing-for-churches

families in Ukraine to apply for a visa. The
Church
of
Scotland
nationally
is
considering whether to become a sponsor
under the UK scheme, but it is not as yet.
Therefore, if you are hoping to house
refugees, this needs at present to be
directly through the UK scheme, albeit the
Scottish Government’s intervention means
that a Scottish sponsor does not need to
have named individuals in mind.
The Scottish Government is a ‘super
sponsor’ under the UK scheme. Its route to
accommodation, support and care in
Scotland, the Warm Scots Welcome,
removes the need for Ukrainian applicants
to be matched to a named individual before
they are cleared to travel to the UK through
the visa system. The website can be found
at www.gov.scot/news/scheme-opensfor-displaced-ukrainians/

As an alternative, the organisation RESET
can link individuals in the UK and Ukraine
for the purposes of applying for visas under
‘Homes for Ukraine.’ Their website can be
This route is for individuals or families in accessed at
this country to connect with individuals or https://resetuk.org/about/ukraine
/
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Religious organisations such as parish
churches can ‘Record an Interest’ under
the UK scheme at present, as the
Government anticipates they might be able
to become more directly involved soon.
The question arises as to whether we
should do so at Mayfield Salisbury.
RESPONDING THROUGH CAMPAIGNING,
DONATING AND PRAYING

If hosting is not appropriate, Scottish Faith
Action for Refugees has put together a
helpful summary of other possible avenues
of support - www.sfar.org.uk/7-thingsyou-can-do-to-respond-to-the-situationin-ukraine/
The UK government has also promised to
match donations to the DEC’s Ukraine
For monetary donations, the Church of Appeal up to £20 million. Donate at https:/
Scotland has been co-ordinating refugee / d o n a t i o n . d e c . o r g . u k / u k r a i n e work with partner churches through their humanitarian-appeal
appeal via ‘The Reformed Church in
Hungary Aid.’ The Church reports:
For
donating
surplus
goods
and
volunteering, see Volunteer Scotland at
‘We thank everyone once again who www.volunteerscotland.net/about-us/
has donated to the RCHA appeal, the news-blog/news/domestic-support-fortotal as of 5 April is £193,767, already refugees-ready-scotland-guidance/

some of this is being used in their work
both in Ukraine and the countries
around the border in which they work.
We received some photos today from
our Partner Church in Transcarpathia in
Ukraine and some of our funds are
helping it to make bread in their bakery
and transport it as far as Kiev to people
stranded there. It has also been able to
provide food for the elderly who are still
residing there.’

For further prayer resources, see the
webpage of the Student Christian
Movement at www.movement.org.uk/
blog/ukraine-group-resources-prayerand-reflection

I’m happy to discuss further, both in relation
to specifics above, and to Mayfield
Salisbury’s involvement. As a church, there
are several of our members intending to
host – we should be fully supportive of
them, both practically and prayerfully, and
To
donate,
see
the
details
at
we should consider how to co-ordinate this
www.churchofscotland.org.uk/newssoon.
and-events/news/2022/articles/
moderator-encourages-people-todonate-to-ukraine-charity-appeal

Sandy

CONGREGATIONAL REGISTER
Death
Noreen Douglas

New Members
Joan Adam
Elisa Koch
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PASTORAL CARE
Yesterday I conducted the Easter service
at Camilla House Nursing Home. Twelve
residents and their activities coordinator
attended. We sang familiar Easter hymns
and created our own Easter tree.
Over the next few weeks as things return to
normal some of the residents will be
attending some of our groups with their
carers. We very much look forward to
seeing them.
If you would like a visit or phone call from
the Ministry team or have an assigned
pastoral visitor please contact me and I
shall arrange that for you.
Kay on 07587 043191
pastoralassistantms@gmail.com
Blessings

Kay

PARISH NEWS
Many thanks to all who have opted to receive Grapevine by e-mail, thereby saving
printing and paper costs and, in some cases, postage as well. Please reconsider this
from time to time and amend your preferred choice(s) for receiving relevant
Congregational News by revising and submitting the following options.
I/We wish to receive church news as follows:
By email incorporating Grapevine PDF file
In Grapevine printed issue standard size
In Grapevine printed issue LARGE PRINT
In 0930 Congregational News emails
In Youth Newsletter emails
In Congregational News emails:
regular news sent in addition to a magazine.
Name_______________________________________________________________
Phone____________________________________Email______________________
Address______________________________________________________________
Please return this to:
Post: Church Office, 18 West Mayfield, Edinburgh, EH9 1TQ.
Phone: 0780 801 1234 Email: churchmanager@googlemail.com
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SERMON

Revd Dr Sandy Forsyth 17/4/2022

EASTER SUNDAY
ISAIAH 65: 17 - 19 & 25

This is the day that He rose again, let us
rejoice and be glad in it! This morning is the
day of the resurrection of Jesus Christ, his
rising to new life, the triumph of light, love,
hope and joy, over evil, violence and death.
Let that light illuminate all the dark
recesses of our lives, our suffering, our
guilt, our fears for ourselves and our world
in a time of pandemic and of war. Let love
fill our hearts. Let us be hopeful in the
promises of forgiveness and a fresh start
for us all that this day brings!
Early that morning, there was the dramatic
sight of the burial stone rolled away and the
tomb empty, and then his amazing
presence in the flesh. Jesus had risen, He
had come back as he had said: for those
8

JOHN 20:1 - 18

who had denied him, forgotten him, and
even for those who had destroyed him.
This is it! Right now, today, is the centrepiece of all Christianity, the pumping heart
from which everything flows, by which all
arteries and capillaries are brought to life.
And the pulse of the heartbeat is set
running by two startling truth claims. A
bodily resurrection witnessed by Mary
Magdalene and then the disciples, even
though that would be a miracle beyond the
laws of physics and our lived experience;
claims which have formed a long line of
sceptics, from the rationalism of the
Enlightenment to the average person on
the No. 5 bus nowadays.

Sermon

And, secondly, this bodily resurrection of
Jesus is then said to lead as a direct result
to an ongoing personal relationship for
each one of us with a living God even
though we have never seem him
physically. The startling truth claim is that
Jesus lives now! That Christ’s resurrection
on Easter Sunday means that he has a
living presence in our hearts and in our
lives, and inspires us to be his eyes, ears
and hands as we act for others. We are
called to make the Risen Christ of history
also the Risen Christ of our own everyday
existence.
Do we feel comfortable in that place? When
we hear it repeated today in Scripture, in
prayer and reflection this morning, how
does it sit with us? For if this is a truth which
we do hold to, make no mistake that the
consequences are literally world-changing.
For the resurrection is not only a revolution
in our personal relationship with a God in
human form, now resurrected and alive, it
is not only something to be experienced by
us internally in a deeper and closer
spirituality with God, behind the closed
doors of our lives. If this is a truth which we
hold to as a community as well as
personally, it is also a huge and startling
public spectacle. This is the banner
headline taking up the whole of page one in
the Scotsman. It is the interruption to our
favourite programme to go straight to our
Middle East correspondent. It is the
opening guitar chord from the loudest rock
band in the world at a huge music festival,
turned up to eleven on the amps. It is a
message beaming from the brightest neon
lights towering on a hill above the city, with
consequences not only for us but for the
whole of humanity and the redemption of all
creation.

Piero della Francesca, 15th century
when the vision of the prophet Isaiah, and
John of Patmos in the book of Revelation,
will come to their fullest fruition. A vision of
a new heaven and a new earth, a time of
joy and gladness when tears will dry, war
and killing and death will come to an end,
when the wolf and the lamb will graze
together. This is the vision of reconciliation,
harmony and peace which Easter Sunday
announces. This is the vision that has been
brought back to life from its seeming
extinction on the agony of the cross on
Friday, and from the silence and misery of
Christ in the tomb on the Saturday.

And this means that the resurrection is no
longer a private event for the disciples who
first experienced it, but a very public one
both for then and for now. The resurrection
narratives in the Gospels are not endings
but beginnings. This is moving, this is
ongoing, this is active, in real time. As the
For in and through the resurrected Christ, hymn In Christ Alone puts it:
God has announced that He has kickstarted the coming of His Kingdom on ‘There in the ground
earth. It is partly inaugurated, and we are His body lay
called to engage in God’s mission in the Light of the world by darkness slain
world in the tension of the times between Then bursting forth in glorious day
the ‘now’ and the ‘not yet’; between the Up from the grave
resurrection and Christ’s coming again,
He rose again.’
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convinced that grave
robbers
must
have
removed the body. But
finding nothing but the
linen body wrapping and
the head cloth, they leave
and return to their homes,
no conclusion having
been reached by them as
to what had happened,
except
a
seemingly
incongruous claim by
John that he ’believed’ – in
what, we might ask? They
do not, in any way,
corroborate or make good
what is to be revealed only
through Mary Magdalene.
This is her story, not
theirs.
There is an unrestricted energy in the event For Mary has remained in their absence
which continues right now in the life of the and she is weeping outside the tomb. It is
world; a momentum way off the scale.
to her that the revelation of the risen Jesus
is to come. She is the chief witness of the
For when the disciples encounter the living resurrection. She is the one, not Simon or
Christ now resurrected, it is not like a Peter, or any other of the disciples. She
school reunion of old friends – a faltering who watched Jesus on the cross from a
recognition, a few reminiscences of the distance, she who was part of the group of
glory days, a couple of drinks and a catch women who buried Jesus in the tomb. The
up and then off for another five years. It is role of Mary, from the fishing town of
an immediate sending of the believers out Magdala on the Sea of Galilee, in John’s
into the world to tell everyone that death is resurrection narrative has no comedy
not the last word. The story has not been element in it at all; it is one instead of deep
brought to a conclusion. It has only just and intimate emotion.
begun. That much is clear from John’s
account.
There is the very fact that it is she who
walks alone to the tomb that morning to pay
You can just imagine the sense of homage to the one she loved, and no-one
confusion and disorientation that Mary else. She is bereft that Jesus has been
Magdalene must have caused in the minds taken away, she yearns, she weeps in her
of Peter and John when she told them what hurt. Verse 13: ‘They have taken away my
had happened: when she went in the Lord and I do not know where they have
darkness of that Easter Sunday morning to laid him.’ This is a woman who loves Jesus
Jesus’ tomb, only to see that the stone had with a longing in her heart, an intimate
been rolled away. The dark/light symbolism affection. A woman whose reputation
that started John’s Gospel is here at its needs to be salvaged from history, unduly
end. And Mary in the darkness of her castigated without evidence as someone
despair, her loss and grief, sets off panic in who had a dubious moral background,
Peter and John, almost slapstick comedy dreamt up by male church fathers to be a
as they race each other running like repentant prostitute, perhaps in their
headless chickens on the way to the tomb, prurient embarrassment that her love for
10
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Jesus was beyond a glacial purity that
their idealised and patriarchal view of
women demanded. Mary is said to have
been freed of seven demons in Luke’s
Gospel, maybe a reference to epilepsy,
but with no suggestion of anything
otherwise that might deserve her pigeonholing as the ‘passionate penitent.’

idealised view of Jesus. Instead, it is faith in
an active motion and momentum, about
becoming as well as being.

Two years ago at the start of the first
lockdown, the poet Malcolm Guite reflected
that Jesus had now fully broken free of the
tomb, and also our attempts to entomb him
within our church lives and narrower horizons.
There is much writing in our time of His poem ‘Easter 2020’ reads:
revisionist history. Changing our
perceptions of everything from the And where is Jesus,
Empire to women persecuted for this strange Easter day?
witchcraft in medieval Scotland. Mary Not lost in our locked churches, anymore
Magdalene’s reputation needs to be Than he was sealed in that dark sepulchre.
revisited and exonerated too. This is one The locks are loosed;
of the strongest and most admirable the stone is rolled away,
female figures, placed in a position of And he is up and risen, long before,
great privilege at the very crux of the Alive, at large, and making his strong way
Christian story, not a bit part player Into the world he gave his life to save,
popping on for a cameo and then No need to seek him in his empty grave.
shuffling off to the wings.
He might have been a wafer in the hands
For the male disciples see nothing but Of priests this day, or music from the lips
emptiness. But she sees real presence. Of red-robed choristers, instead he slips
The risen Jesus speaks her name, the Away from church,
divine revealed in the moment of their shakes off our linen bands
personal
relationship,
and
she To don his apron with a nurse: he grips
immediately recognises him. And he tells And lifts a stretcher,
her to go. ‘Do not hold on to me,’ he soothes with gentle hands
says in verse 17, because this story is The frail flesh of the dying,
not finished. Despite her desire to stay gives them hope,
there and cling to him, to hold on to her Breathes with the breathless,
static image of who Jesus is and lends them strength to cope.
preserve him for herself just like that. Go, Jesus today is free of the tomb,
he says, tell them that I am risen and I free into the heart of our
will ascend to the Father. Jesus, then world in all places in need of resurrection.
and now, is never about simply standing
still, holding on and being, Jesus is So this day let the risen Jesus bring new life,
you
are
worn
and
tired;
always about becoming. And so Mary where
Magdalene is that first witness, obeying new love, where you feel hard-hearted;
Jesus and running back to the disciples forgiveness and healing, where you are hurt
to blurt out to them, ‘I have seen the and the joy and freedom to us all of the right
Lord!’ The secret is out from Mary’s to begin again.
voice, spoken by her lips, and the whole
chain of events that leads us to this Today there is an eternal victory in this world,
church, in this small part of God’s earth, and in that to come, of peace over violence, of
love over hatred, of resilient hope over
on this very day, has begun.
despair, of life over death. From Easter
The resurrection is a reality in the life of Sunday onwards the world and everything in
the world which cannot be held back by it is changed forever. Christ is risen –
our clinging on to a static God, to an hallelujah! Amen.
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CHRISTIAN AID

Christian Aid Week (15 to 21 May) this
year focuses on Zimbabwe.

Your gifts this Christian Aid Week could
provide seeds, and help Jessica set up
water taps on her farm and learn to grow
Jessica Mwedzi smiles with love for her food crops which thrive in drought, giving
children as she stirs a single bowl of her all she needs to turn her dry, dusty land
porridge for them...but she knows they’re into a garden of hope.
hungry for more. This one bowl of porridge
is all she and her family can eat today: ‘My Jessica is anything but helpless. In the face
children crave a decent meal, but I can’t of drought, her love for her family gives her
provide. We often go to bed on an empty courage to stand strong, and we stand with
stomach. It pains me to send them to bed Jessica.
hungry.’
Join us this Christian Aid Week, and
The combined effects of the covid-19 help turn hunger into hope.
pandemic, conflict, and drought have
robbed her of the power to provide for her At Mayfield Salisbury, we’ll be holding a
children.
special Christian Aid service at 10.30 am
on Sunday 15 May. We’re delighted that
And 7,000 miles away, the war in Ukraine Fionnuala Shakespeare, of Christian Aid
will drive up food prices in Zimbabwe, and Scotland, will be joining us as guest
around the globe.
speaker.
Without the fertiliser and food, like wheat
and cooking oil, that Ukraine and Russia
produce, vulnerable families will be pushed
even deeper into hunger.

There will be an opportunity to support the
work of Christian Aid after the service.
Envelopes will be available in pews so that
you can enclose your donation and gift aid
it if you are able. We’ll be collecting
But hope does not disappoint. Hope contributions in our familiar red buckets
lives in you.
after the service, and also the following
Sunday.
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Marmalade Sale
We will also be holding our popular
marmalade sale on 15 May. Tangy and
delicious, every jar helps to raise muchneeded funds for Christian Aid. If you have
marmalade to contribute, please bring it to
church on Saturday 14 May, between
10.00am and 11.00am.

A Prayer for Christian Aid Week
Creator, Son and Spirit,
We are hungry for you.

Book Sale with Collectables
St Andrew’s and St George’s West Church,
in George Street, will be holding a Book
Sale with Collectables on Saturday 14 May
10.00am – 4.00pm; and Monday 16 –
Friday 20 May 10.00am – 3.30pm; late
opening until 7.00pm Thursday 19 May.
Donations of the following are welcome:
Books of every kind, paintings, antiques,
printed ephemera, stamps and postcards,
sheet music, records, CDs and DVDs and
toys.

Meet us at our point of deepest need.
Connect us with the needs of others.
Equip us to join in your creative work.
We are hungry for your righteousness.
We join with Jessica and communities

in Zimbabwe.
Items may be brought to the church from
Mon 2 May to Wednesday 11 May May their stories make us hungry for justice
(excluding Sunday 8 May), 9.00am to
9.00pm (5.00pm on Saturday 7 May). Help
and even more impatient for change.
is needed to sort and sell the goods and, of
course, do come along and BUY! If you
Amen
have any queries, please phone St
Andrew’s and St George’s West Church
office on 225 3847.
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We recognise that there are many lonely
people around the community of Mayfield
Salisbury and so we have made this
space for an opportunity to meet new
people and to make new relationships.
There is no charge for this group - just
bring yourself along and enjoy a coffee or
tea or juice and perhaps a biscuit. Time
out over the summer for a wee blether.

If you are reading this and saying that
isn’t for you, well we also need people to
chat to. We meet on every second and
fourth Thursday in June, July, August and
September from 2.00pm to 3.30pm.
If you have any questions contact Kay
on 0758 704 3191 or email
pastoralassistantms@gmail.com

THE BIBLE IN A YEAR
May
1 I
2 I
3 I
4 I
5 I
6 II
7 II
8 II
9 II
10 II
11 II
12 II
13 II
14 II
15 II
16 II
17 I
18 I
19 I
20 I
21 I
22 I
23 I
24 I
25 I
26 I
27 I
28 II
29 II
30 II
31 II

Samuel 20-22 / Mark 15
Samuel 23,24 / Mark 16
Samuel 25,26 / Psalm 49
Samuel 27,28 / I Corinthians 1
Samuel 29-31 / I Corinthians 2
Samuel 1,2 / Psalm 50
Samuel 3-5 / I Corinthians 3
Samuel 6,7 / I Corinthians 4
Samuel 8-10 / I Corinthians 5
Samuel 11,12 / Psalm 51
Samuel 13,14 / I Corinthians 6
Samuel 15,16 / I Corinthians 7
Samuel 17,18 / Psalms 52-54
Samuel 19,20 / I Corinthians 8
Samuel 21,22 / I Corinthians 9
Samuel 23,24 / I Corinthians 10
Kings 1,2 / Psalm 55
Kings 3-5 / I Corinthians 11
Kings 6,7 / I Corinthians 12
Kings 8,9 / Psalms 56,57
Kings 10,11 / I Corinthians 13
Kings 12,13 / I Corinthians 14
Kings 14,15 / I Corinthians 15
Kings 16,17 / Psalms 58,59
Kings 18,19 / I Corinthians 16
Kings 20,21 / II Corinthians 1
Kings 22 / Psalms 60,61
Kings 1-3 / II Corinthians 2
Kings 4,5 / II Corinthians 3
Kings 6,7 / II Corinthians 4
Kings 8,9 / Psalms 62,63

June
1 II
2 II
3 II
4 II

Kings
Kings
Kings
Kings

10-12
13,14
15,16
17,18

/
/
/
/

II Corinthians 5
II Corinthians 6
Psalms 64,65
II Corinthians 7

5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

II
II
II
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
II
II
II
II
II
II
II
II
II
II
II
II
II

Kings 19,20 / II Corinthians 8
Kings 21,22 / II Corinthians 9
Kings 23-25 / Psalms 66,67
Chronicles 1-3 / II Corinthians 10
Chronicles 4-6 / II Corinthians 11
Chronicles 7-10 / Psalm 68
Chronicles 11-14 / II Corinthians 12
Chronicles 15,16 / II Corinthians 13
Chronicles 17,18 / Galatians 1
Chronicles 19-21 / Psalm 69
Chronicles 22,23 / Galatians 2
Chronicles 24-27 / Galatians 3
Chronicles 28,29 / Psalms 70,71
Chronicles 1,2 / Galatians 4
Chronicles 3-5 / Galatians 5
Chronicles 6,7 / Galatians 6
Chronicles 8,9 / Psalm 72
Chronicles 10-12 / Ephesians 1
Chronicles 13-15 / Ephesians 2
Chronicles 16,17 / Psalm 73
Chronicles 18-20 / Ephesians 3
Chronicles 21-23 / Ephesians 4
Chronicles 24,25 / Ephesians 5
Chronicles 26-28 / Psalm 74
Chronicles 29,30 / Ephesians 6
Chronicles 31,32 / Luke 1: 1-38

July
1 II Chronicles 33,34 / Psalms 75,76
2 II Chronicles 35,36 / Luke 1: 39-80
3 Ezra 1,2 / Luke 2
4 Ezra 3,4 / Luke 3
5 Ezra 5,6 / Psalm 77
6 Ezr 7,8 / Luke 4
7 Ezra 9,10 / Luke 5
8 Nehemiah 1,2 / Psalm 78: 1-37
9 Nehemiah 3,4 / Luke 6
10 Nehemiah 5,6 / Luke 7
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PILGRIMAGE TO ST ANDREWS
SATURDAY 7 MAY
We’ll be completing the Fife Pilgrim Way to
St Andrews in April and May, having
walked the first leg as a congregation from
North Queensferry to Dunfermline Abbey
last September.
There will be another congregational
pilgrimage day on Saturday 7 May for the
final leg from Ceres to St Andrews, a
pleasant walk with a full distance of 9.5
miles. Transport there and back by train/
bus. Once more, there will be the option to
walk a shorter section, or to simply join at
the end, when we will gather for a short
communion service and then food and
fellowship.
Our service in St Andrews in the late
afternoon will be in the historic Holy Trinity
Church, on its present site since 1410 and
where John Knox preached in 1559. We
will have fish suppers together thereafter
in an aisle/transept of the church, before
returning home. All ages welcome, as are
friends & family.

David Booth is kindly co-ordinating a list of
those coming – email or phone David on
booth378@btinternet.com (0131 667 0582)
to book places.

Sandy

EVENING OF PIONEER PRACTICE
WITH JONNY BAKER
THURSDAY 5 MAY 7.00PM
Mayfield Salisbury is hosting this event for
Edinburgh and the Lothians. All are
welcome (cost £3 each). More details on
Eventbrite here at www.eventbrite.co.uk/
e/exploring-pioneer-practice-4-7may-2022-tickets-272673472697
Jonny Baker is Director of Mission
Education at the Church Mission Society
in Oxford, and a renowned writer and
inspirer on ‘pioneering’ forms of mission
and ministry. He is touring Scotland with
musician and artist Gav Mart, and working
with local pioneers, to explore key themes
of ‘Pioneer Practice,’ the name of his
recent book. Do we just need to do the old
things better or are we being challenged to
embrace the new: creative, innovative
expressions of faith, rooted in their
context, in partnership with traditional
forms?
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PILGRIMAGE:

DUNFERMLINE TO CARDENDEN

Monday 11 April
A pilgrimage walk through West
Fife for the 14 miles from
Dunfermline
to
Cardenden
passes through many of the
communities of the former West
Fife coalfields, such as Kingseat,
Kelty,
Lochore
and
Auchterderran. In its heyday just
before the First World War,
around 20,000 miners in West
Fife produced about 10 million
tons of coal annually. A Royal
Commission on the coal industry
in 1905 predicted that there were
enough coal reserves in West
Fife to keep that output going for
the next 930 years!
As cheaper coal began to be
imported, and now with the end of
the use of fossil fuels, the industry is
finished. Most of the pits in West Fife
closed in the period between the end of
World War II and the late 1960s, with only
a few remaining at the time of the Miners
Strike in the mid 1980s. All are now gone.
The life of coal miners and their families
was often one of extremely tough working
conditions, tragedy and hardship. And yet
because of those circumstances, as Ian
Bradley comments in his excellent book on
the Fife Pilgrim Way, within the mining
villages this led not only to radical politics
but
also
an
‘intense
community
spirit…mutual
dependence
and
comradeship.’ Bradley writes: ‘miners can
teach us as much as monks about the
values and the cost of solidarity and
community, looking after others and the
tight bonds that are formed out of shared
suffering.’
With the closure of the pits, to these
communities
came
‘environmental
degradation, economic decline, high
unemployment and social depravation.’
But there have been many signs too of
regeneration and the building of a new
future. On this part of the Fife Pilgrim Way,
nothing exemplifies this more than the
Lochore Meadows Country Park.

Between 1873 and 1966, there were seven
coal mines in operation on the site now
occupied by the park. At their closure, seven
large pit bings of waste and spoil remained,
and the loch was filled with lagoons of
sludge. The whole area was transformed in
a huge land reclamation scheme, with the
park opening in 1976. As we walked
through, there were children playing in their
Easter holidays, dog walkers, joggers and
golfers on the nine-hole course. There was
much natural beauty which had risen out of
an industrial wasteland. Indeed, Ian Bradley
suggests that ‘the Christian motif of
resurrection… could be said to underpin the
whole of the Lochore project.’
At journey’s end on this pilgrimage walk, I
reflected on solidarity and community,
bonds formed out of suffering, new life and
the transformed creation. These are not
only part of our industrial heritage, but
central messages of the Christian Gospel,
and of course of Easter week. It led me back
to a poem by John Marsden, which speaks
of a pilgrimage journey, a new heaven and
a new earth, and a Kingdom of God when
suffering will pass and when peace will reign
in this time of war. May God bless you this
Easter time.

Sandy
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GRAPEVINE MAGAZINE DISTRIBUTION

‘And it's from the old
I travel to the new;
Keep me travelling along with you’
Thanks to Distributors who have ‘a Spring when they came to Church before covid19
in their Step.’
upset normal life, and who would like to
return to doing this, you are welcome to
The team of over twenty five willing collect your own Grapevine issues once
distributors especially look forward to again. However, to prevent duplication and
carrying out their Grapevine deliveries this to ensure our lists are always up-dated,
Spring as it’s such a pleasure to see parks please make a point of advising William in
and gardens in this area bursting with re- writing to the Church Office, or by email, that
growth in bud, leaf, blossom and vibrant you are collecting your own Grapevine
colour once again as we get back to issue, so that he can pass on the
normal. We thank them all for their part information to those who manage the
in ensuring that Grapevine reaches master communication lists. Obviously he
households on the ‘paper copy”’ list over requires your name and address!!
such a wide area in all seasons throughout
the year, a service giving opportunities for Grapevine is issued in February, March,
personal contact and catch-ups.
May, July, September, October and
December each year.
For those readers who were accustomed
to picking up their own Grapevine issues With thanks to all!
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SCOUTS: SPONSORED SLEEP OUT

On the evening of 1 April, the scouts
carried out a Sponsored Sleep Out in sub
zero temperatures in the church garden.
The twenty one Scouts were raising
money to assist Bethany Christian Care in
their work with homeless people and
learning what it must feel like to sleep
outside in a cardboard box during the
winter.

Whilst the scouts were been giving some
hot food, the leaders carefully moved the
shelters outside and positioned them
against the back of the church buildings in
the rear garden to give maximum shelter.

Most of the scouts seemed to have a good
sleep. All kept warm despite the
temperature dipping below zero at times
and some proved difficult to wake in the
Before getting underway in making the morning.
shelters we discussed how the evening
was going to be more than just an exciting Before we started the clear up process,
adventure. Following a talk from Bethany the scouts were told that a total of £4,100
Christian Care, the Scouts were more had been raised and this broke the record
aware of the issues surrounding for the most that we have raised for a
homelessness - how people become charity in one event. Needless to say, they
homeless, what it is like and what is being were proud and delighted.’
done by Bethany to help homeless people.
We spent the next couple of hours buried Alan Dickson Scout Leader
in cardboard and sticky tape - think of Blue
Scottish Charity Number SC006141
Peter but on an industrial scale.
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
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WHO’S WHO IN MAYFIELD SALISBURY
Minister
Revd Dr Alexander Forsyth

AForsyth@churchofscotland.org.uk

0131 667 1286

Pastoral Assistant
Kay McIntosh DCS

pastoralassistantms@gmail.com

0758 704 3191

YouthWorker
Hillary Leslie

Hillary.MayfieldYouth@gmail.com

0745 372 2224

Church Manager
William Mearns

churchmanager@googlemail.com

0780 801 1234

Organist
Kate Pearson

Maternity Leave

Session Clerk
Boyd McAdam

clerkmspc@gmail.com

0777 358 7579

Treasurer
John Graham

culkein@btinternet.com

0131 667 6331

Safeguarding Co-ordinators
Aileen Nimmo
mayfieldsafeguarding@gmail.com
and Dougie Robertson
Gift Aid Donations & Roll Keeper
Hugh Somerville
hs.somerville2@gmail.com

0131 667 1522

0131 466 2446

Church Office
18 West Mayfield,
Edinburgh, EH9 1TQ
0131 667 1522 or
churchmanager@googlemail.com

Pastoral Care
For Home or Hospital visits, please contact
the Pastoral Assistant, Kay McIntosh DCS.

Mayfield Radio
mayfieldradiounit@gmail.com
0131 667 7742

Staff Days Off
Minister: Fridays
Pastoral Assistant: Friday & Saturday
Youth Worker: Friday & Saturday
Manager: Monday-PM & Fridays

Parish Magazine: Grapevine
William Mearns 0131 667 1522
churchmanager@googlemail.com

Online Giving
Secure online offerings: www.give.net/20311853

Social Media
www.facebook.com/MayfieldSalisbury

Copy date for July/August Issue
6.00pm on Friday 24 June 2022

www.youtube.com/user/MayfieldSalisbChurch
www.flickr.com/photos/98063709@N06/

Web

www.mayfieldsalisbury.org

