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FROMTHE MANSE

Dear friends,

A family of foxes has become a regular
visitors to the manse garden. We watch them
through the kitchen window as they casually
rest in the shade beneath the trees, as if their
presence should be of little note or
consequence. In our urban setting, we’re
accustomed to controlling nature. What we
leave as green space after buildings and roads
are completed is carefully tended, cut back
and pruned. We have much-loved domestic
pets who are well trained to behave (apart
from our border terrier!). We are not used to
wild nature breaking in – we expect nature to
co-exist on our terms and wild plants and
animals are not meant to intrude. But as the
gardeners amongst us will readily recognise,
we are not ultimately the masters of what
nature will do. Despite our due diligence, the
weeds will always return!

In his bestseller Rewild Yourself: 23 Spellbinding
Ways to Make Nature More Visible, Simon
Barnes provides simple steps for city
dwellers to re-connect with wild nature. We
can discover animals, insects and plants that
we assume are beyond our reach and cannot

see because we too have been civilised and
tamed, but in reality are only blurred by our
everyday lenses – butterflies, birds, bats (and
other things not beginning with ‘B’!). He
wrote that in re-finding our connection with
the wild natural world, we are actually re-
awakening part of ourselves. He said, ‘you
will discover new creatures and, with them,
areas of yourself that have been
dormant…they wake up and start working
again…you become wilder in your mind and
your heart.’

The ‘re-wilding’ metaphor has been applied
to the church too in a recent book by Steve
Aisthorpe. He argues that in churches ‘in our
well-meaning efforts to create, facilitate,
organise, manage and control,…we easily
sacrifice an expression of the church that
arises from a genuine encounter of the
Gospel with the people whom God is
drawing together.’ And so, says Steve
Aisthorpe, we need to ‘re-wild’ by
‘refocusing on following Jesus and loving
neighbours and being open minded about
what emerges.’ In other words, by re-
discovering the truths and joys of faith, and
by doing so in connection with those around
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us, new forms of Christian community might
arise that have become hidden from our eyes.
There are echoes here too of the recent re-
discovery amongst Protestant Christians, and
those of other faiths and none, of the depth
of experience that occur from a journey of
pilgrimage. Spiritual
experiences on
pilgrimages arise from
what you bring within
yourself to the journey,
what you see and feel
in the natural world
around you, and the
encounters with others
along the way. The
‘open space’ can bring
insights and revelations
about ourselves, our
life’s path, and about God, that have become
hidden in the busyness of everyday life.

The 16th century reformers were critical of
what pilgrimages had become. You might
remember from schooldays the bawdiness of
the pilgrim journey that Chaucer sets out in
The Canterbury Tales. By the Middle Ages,
pilgrimages had become tarnished and
abused by the pilgrims being ‘ripped off’ in
the selling of relics and indulgences.

In this century, however, an explosion in the
numbers walking the Camino de Santiago in
northern Spain, with around a quarter of
million now per year, has led to a re-
discovery and a re-think. In Scotland, a wide
variety of routes have been opened up and
are regularly travelled, often supported by
the Scottish Pilgrim Routes Forum. In 2017,
the General Assembly of the Church of
Scotland agreed to ‘affirm the place of
pilgrimage within the life of the church and
encourage congregations to explore
opportunities for pilgrimage locally.’ In many
ways, we were ‘ahead of the curve’ at
Mayfield Salisbury, as I know of a long
tradition here of pilgrimage and fondly
recalled trips to Lindisfarne and Inchcolm.

Now that opportunities to gather outdoors
are beginning to arise as we slowly emerge
from lockdown, I’m hoping that we can

revive that tradition at Mayfield Salisbury.
You would be very welcome ‘on the way’,
whether your time and abilities allow for a
short level of engagement or a long one.

My hope is that in Easter 2022 we might
have a longer
pilgrimage to St
Andrews along the Fife
Pilgrim Route, also
known as the St
Margaret’s Way. To
whet our appetites, we
are organising a day
pilgrimage on Saturday
11 September to
Dunfermline Abbey
from south Fife, being
the first leg of the Fife

Pilgrim Route. The whole walk would be
around eight miles with reflections on the
way, but you would be welcome to walk part
of it, or simply to join at the Abbey where we
hope to have an act of worship and
fellowship at the end. More details to follow,
but save the date!

In addition, I will be walking the St Conan’s
Way over four days from 19 to 23 July,
following a route from Dalmally, Argyll to
Iona Abbey which is heavily associated with
Columba and Celtic Christianity. As I do so,
you are warmly invited to join me on a
‘virtual pilgrimage.’ I’ll be posting on the
church website a daily reflection and prayer,
alongside some photos or video from that
day. Barring midges or blisters, I’m sure it
will be a moving experience of ‘re-wilding!’

‘We are pilgrims on a journey, and
companions on the road…;’ words from the
well-loved hymn ‘Brother, Sister, Let Me Serve
You.’ As we begin to re-imagine what our
church could be, and where God is calling us
to act; as we respond to the challenges posed
by the reduction nationally and locally in
ministries, congregations and buildings in the
Church of Scotland, let us walk together as
companions on the road, with Jesus as our
guide on the way.

God bless, Sandy



CONGREGATIONAL GATHERING

At the recent General Assembly of the
Church of Scotland, a very significant
decision was taken for the future of the
Church nationally, which will affect every
parish church across the country. Due to an
increasing shortage in ministerial and
financial resources, the Assembly agreed a
cut of around 40% in all posts, including
ministers and other staff, to a national total
of 600. In the Presbytery of Edinburgh, this
will mean losing 30 posts out of a present 78.
Team ministries, linkages, unions and
closures will come into being in the next few
years. The Presbytery of Edinburgh will
shortly produce a plan to set out pathways by
which this might be achieved in the near
future. An article for all congregations by the
Presbytery is re-produced on page 5, setting
out more detail.

On the more positive side, we would wish to
develop a stronger vision of the direction
that God is leading us at Mayfield Salisbury,
and the possibilities in new kinds of church
and forms of mission that a change in
structures might produce. In other words,
from this crisis there will be ways in which
God is presenting opportunities to act. Our
gifted and imaginative people that we are
blessed with at Mayfield Salisbury can, with
God’s help, form that vision.

To take all of this on board, and to discuss
the way forward, there will be a
Congregational Gathering to which all are
welcome on Saturday 9 October. It would be
very good to have as many of us there that
day as possible to imagine the future. More
details to follow. I will look forward to seeing
you.
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This article is by the Presbytery of
Edinburgh and has been sent to all
congregations.

This year at the General Assembly of the
Church of Scotland, the sombre tone of
some of the debates revealed the present
state of the Church as an institution. The
difficult but necessary decisions made will
have very real consequences for the national
Church, and also for the future of our own
congregation.

This was recognised by the Church’s
magazine Life & Work, which took the step
of producing immediately afterwards a
special 4-page supplement sharing the
outcomes. General Assembly 2021: Special
Supplement - Life and Work.

Pre-covid, the Church was already aware that
to safeguard its future in an increasingly
secular society, something far-reaching
needed to happen to the structures of the
Church. Also, that there needed to be a

renewed focus by the local and regional
Church on its core values of mission and
service, seeking to look outward and to
proclaim with urgency and boldness its
gospel message in word and deed. So,
through the agreement of a Radical Action
Plan, and by the appointment of Assembly
Trustees and, through them, a Chief
Executive, this major overhaul was initiated.
But then the pandemic struck, and while the
Church supported the national effort to
supress the virus by closing its buildings, its
impact affected the Church mostly
financially.

Local congregations learned quickly how to
produce worship online, followed by the
courts of the Church discovering how to
conduct their business via online Zoom
meeting, but nothing could block the
significant loss of income the Church has
endured. And it was this factor that required
both a speeding up of the process for
change, and the need to propose the
dramatic steps to achieve stability.

RENEWED FOCUS
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So, at the General Assembly, the Assembly
Trustees set out the problem: presently the
Church is using £11million of reserves
annually to meet its commitments. This
cannot continue indefinitely. To live within
its means, the Church could now afford only
600 ministry posts (parish ministers plus
Ministries Development Staff), plus maintain
60 vacancies (presently that number is over
200). To achieve this number the presbyteries
across Scotland were allocated a number of
posts, and instructed to achieve that number
by 2025. For Edinburgh Presbytery that
presently works with the number 78.2. The
allocated number is now 48.5.

Two quotes from the conveners who
presented these proposals are worth
repeating here: The Very Rev Dr John
Chalmers, Convener of the Assembly
Trustees said, ‘We are well aware that this is
not an easy ask. Every one of us is a member
or minister serving in parishes that will be
affected by this. We know reshaping the
Church around this will involve painful
decisions. But in the goodness and grace of
God we trust.’

The Rev Rosie Frew, Convener of the Faith

Nurture Forum said, ‘We are draining the
resources of the Church – people, morale,
finance – just to keep this broken system
going. Without a radical treatment plan the
Church of Scotland will not survive.’

In a few months’ time, the Presbytery of
Edinburgh will have its first look at the draft
Plan that seeks to achieve not only the
reduction in numbers, but also the reduction
in the buildings being considered necessary,
plus enabling the local church to fully engage
in the Five Marks of Mission which is at the
centre of national planning: 1. To proclaim
the Good News of the Kingdom 2. To teach,
baptise and nurture new believers 3. To
respond to human need by loving service 4.
To seek to transform unjust structures of
society, to challenge violence of every kind
and pursue peace and reconciliation 5. To
strive to safeguard the integrity of creation
and sustain and renew the life of the earth.

The Plan will outline the future of our own
congregation in all these respects, and this
article is to prepare all of us that change is
likely and to see how we creatively may
respond to this changing time.
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WELCOMING STUDENTS

Would you like to welcome students new
to Edinburgh?

Mayfield Salisbury Church has many links
with the University of Edinburgh, and these
have been strengthened by the arrival of the
Revd Dr Sandy Forsyth as our minister, with
his on-going links to the School of Divinity
at New College.

Postgraduate Students arriving in Edinburgh
to study at the School of Divinity from
overseas often have few if any contacts with
locals in general and with places of worship
specifically. We would like to offer these
students (whatever their faith) a warm
Scottish welcome, and are well placed to do
so both via Sandy himself and also via Emma
Wild-Wood, a member of our congregation,
who is the director of postgraduate research
studies at New College.

Our proposal, with Emma’s support, is that
we would initially hold a welcome event at
Mayfield Salisbury (which would be
ecumenical and multifaith) during Welcome

Week (the week beginning 13 September), to
which all new postgraduate students at New
College would be invited. Thereafter, if any
students wished to be connected with
‘welcome hosts’ of individuals or families
from the congregation, we would make that
happen. The hosting might take the form of
inviting them for a meal, showing them the
local sights, joining them at church on a
Sunday morning etc.

Obviously the covid pandemic has had a
major impact on overseas student numbers,
and we do not yet know how many might be
involved. It would be helpful to gauge
interest and support from members of the
congregation who might like to support this
initiative. If you would like to (1) be involved
in the welcome event and/or (2) potentially
become a ‘welcome host’, please contact
Alastair MacGilchrist in person or by:
a.macgilchrist@gmail.com, 07931 730 805,
preferably by Monday 19 July. This will
simply be a ‘note of interest’ rather than
a definite commitment at this stage.

Photo by Kim Traynor - CC BY-SA



MAYFIELD RADIO’S HALF CENTURY
In June 2021 Mayfield Radio celebrated its
50th birthday. This article provides some
background on the hospital broadcasting
unit which operates out of the basement in
Church House.

In the early 70s three leaders of the youth
club at the then Mayfield Church decided
that the lives of patients in Princes Margaret
Rose Hospital (PMR) at Fairmilehead would
be enhanced if they could listen to music
they liked. These founder members were
Norman Braidwood, Ian Ramsay and John
Sheddan.

Requests were gathered and recorded on a
Ferrograph reel to reel tape recorder which
was physically taken on a weekly basis to
PMR and plugged into their sound system.
It proved to be popular and in order to make
the process more efficient the Church set
aside a couple of rooms in the basement of
Church House. In a few months Mayfield
Radio Unit (the Unit) came into being on 4
June 1971.

The founder members built the recording
bench, sound mixers, talkback systems, and
soundproofed the Engineering Control
room, created the soundproof Presenter
Studio and then established land lines (via
the phone system) to link into the hospital’s
sound system at designated times of the
week. Over time the Unit progressed to
broadcasting 7 days a week in the evening
from 7.30 to 10.00pm. A team of engineers,
producers and presenters ensured that music
requests and dedications were played. These
were either collected in person by a team of
hospital visitors or phoned in and sometimes
written in.

One of the early challenges for presenters
was ensuring that sound was constantly
transmitted down the line. Otherwise, the
machinery at the hospital would cut back to
the usual public broadcast channel. It meant

that those presenting had to be able to fill any
gaps if there was a technical hitch. It made
the presenters very adept at saying
something on the spur of the moment – and
sounding coherent at the same time.

The Unit was registered as a charity and is a
church organisation. Over the decades the
Church has supported the Unit through
allowing use of the premises and in assisting
with insurance cover under the Church’s
policy. This has always been much
appreciated and the Unit has been pleased to
record morning services and edited sermons
each Sunday for upload to the Church’s web
site and for distribution to those members of
the congregation who are housebound or
who, for whatever reason, are not able to get
to church. Periodically we have also
supported various events for organisations
such as the scouts, the Mayfield Players and
the church’s Burns nights where sound and
PA systems are needed; have broadcast
special events such as the Easter morning
service and the watchnight service.

On a couple of occasions we organised Scots
Nights’ entertainment, a night of Scots
songs, live accordion & fiddle tunes, and
grand bit o’ Scots’ supper, in the halls with
congregation and some patients attending
from hospital. Such events are nowadays
unlikely as rules and procedures have
changed, just as technology itself has
developed. Patients now have their own
systems for listening to music. They have
access to the TV and radio systems in
hospital, usually provided at a fee.
Fortunately, at the New Royal Infirmary we
broadcast for free on the hospital system
alongside the other hospital radio station
based there: Red Dot Radio.

It is not, I hope, a reflection on our
broadcasting that the hospitals we used to
broadcast to – PMR, Longmore, Deaconess,
Astley Ainslie, City have all closed. Liberton
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MAYFIELD RADIO’S HALF CENTURY

John Sheddan in the studio

Colin Ridd and Ali McLaren
at Hospital Radio awards

Boyd McAdam and Christine Lees Past Chairs Angus McIntyre, Ewan Brown and Jim Moffat

At Cameron Toll

Mayfield Radio logo on the Mound 1992

Dilys Mack and Margaret Farish

Inside the Studio
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has been under threat of closure for some
time. In March 2020 we reluctantly
concluded that because of a number of
factors we would end our association with
Liberton. The Royal Infirmary is now the
only hospital to which we broadcast.

Our 50th birthday would normally have been
marked in some way to enable the
congregation to learn more about the Unit
and visit us in the basement. Such events will
have to wait for a while until Covid
restrictions ease further - perhaps not as
adventurous as our 21st when we organised
a concert in the Queen’s Hall - and had our
logo displayed on the Mound.

Broadcasts have taken place in the past from
the wards themselves. Interviews with
visiting stars of stage and screen have been
undertaken. We have reported on the
Festival and made a few Christmas Day
broadcasts on Radio Forth.

We have benefited from support over the
years both from the church but also from
individuals and other organisations such as
the St Margaret’s Chapel Guild and the
Lothian Buses Employees’ Charities Fund.
To everyone we are very grateful.

The Unit is managed by a committee which
is chaired usually by an elder from the Kirk

Session. I am currently
chair though will
relinquish that role soon.
Past chair have been RAB
McLaren, Peggy Graham,
Jim Moffat, Ewan Brown,
Angus McIntyre, Alastair
Paul, and my own late
father Andrew. Our first
patron was Lord Birsay
and since the eighties it
has been Lord Cowie and
we have appreciated their
support.

We have had a number of members who
have gone on to greater broadcasting fame as
engineers, presenters, producers and
journalists with the BBC and other media
outlets: Sheena McDonald, Mark Goodier,
Ali McLaren, Pasquale Iannone, Stewart
McIntosh, Alison Rhynas, Andy Hay Mike
Scott, Matt Smith, to name a few. Others
such a Michael Moore became and MP and
ended up in Government. One of our
members, the late John Calder, kept
broadcasting and hospital visiting into his

Opening day of the Toni Studio

MAYFIELD RADIO’S HALF CENTURY

Previous birthday celebrations
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ECO NOTES: TAKEA LOOK! Marjory Grant

Take a look at the Scottish Churches
COP26 Pledge which focusses on investment
in the oil and gas industries.

It was good to learn that, in advance
of the General Assembly, the Church
of Scotland is disinvesting from these.
However, the Pledge also highlights the
need for committing individually to green,
ethical investment. Several members of
the Eco Group have signed this pledge
and are keen to encourage others in
the congregation and beyond to follow
suit. It can be seen at Ecocongregation
Scotland's website (ecocongregation.org).
Do sign up and also take the opportunity

to see what this ecumenical body, of
which the Church of Scotland is the
largest participant, is doing.

Take a look at our eco action website,
redesigned with lots of links to interesting
and useful sites. Access is via the
Mayfield Salisbury website. Take a look
at the noticeboard on Mayfield Road
displaying ecotips.

And finally, take a look at your personal
carbon footprint. Lots of websites
will guide you., for example:

www.treesforlife.org

www.carbonfootprint.com

www.bbc.com/future/article/20200305-
why-your-internet-habits-are-not-as-
clean-as-you-think

90s. I have been involved for some 48 years
but there are others such as John Sheddan,
Margaret and Alan Farish, Dilys Mack, Colin
Ridd and John Cawkwell who have been
involved longer and are still helping to keep
the Unit operational.

The pandemic has disrupted our broadcasts.
As restrictions ease, we hope to resume
broadcasting after the summer and will need
to re-establish the core team and rebuild the
schedule of programmes. We need to
consider how best to adapt and develop as
we move increasingly into the digital age,
recognising that morning services are now
live streamed, that patients increasing use
their own technology and that patients are
much more transitory than in the past. Some
of our early listeners in, for example,
Liberton Hospital were patients for years and
we built up long-lasting relationships with
them.

Working in the Unit was, and is, enjoyable
and satisfying and can provide a range of
opportunities for learning new skills.
Mayfield Radio has helped to support those
going through their Duke of Edinburgh
schemes if they are aged 16 and above. We
are always open to volunteers to help in a
variety of roles and bring new ideas, energy
and commitment.

In any event, once we re-open, we are always
happy to show people round so they can see
an aspect of life at Mayfield Salisbury that
happens underground and often out of
sight, but which can help and support
others.

Boyd McAdam

Chair. Mayfield Radio

MAYFIELD RADIO’S HALF CENTURY



YOUTH UPDATE Hillary Leslie

After many months spent together solely on
Zoom, we were very excited to have a few in-
person Youth Group sessions in May and
June before the summer holidays! We had
some Bob Ross painting nights, played
games, talked about prayer and what we’ve
learned about God this past year, and marked
the start of summer by making some s’mores
in the garden!

When the 9.30am All-age Service returned,
for the first few weeks everyone remained
together in the sanctuary taking part in
various prayer activities; it was fun to see all
ages taking part as we created crafts and
doodled our thoughts and prayers. Following
this, our Sunday School groups had the
opportunity to meet in person during the
9.30am service for two weeks before the
summer holidays.

During the month of July, Youth Group and
Sunday School will take a short break and

activities will resume in August; families will
be notified about plans in due course.
Meanwhile, there will be activity sheets both
emailed out and placed in the intimations, a
sheet for children and young people to use
alongside the summer services at 10.15am.

The newly formed Youth Committee met for
our first meeting, and we are looking forward
to seeing how we may work together to
support youth programming at Mayfield
Salisbury. The Youth Committee is made up
of youth, parents, and adults; the committee
will provide updates and reports at all session
meetings. Youth surveys and parent surveys
will be conducted this summer as we begin
planning programming for the 2021-22 year.

Thank you to everyone who has been a
support this past year and has helped to keep
youth programming ticking along despite the
challenges! I hope that everyone can take a
much needed rest this summer after another
difficult year.
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Never be in a hurry; do everything
quietly and in a calm spirit.

Do not lose your inner peace for
anything whatsoever, even if your whole
world seems upset.

St Francis de Sales

I wonder how many of us have felt
challenged over the past few months
and felt out of touch with their inner
peace. I know that I have been challenged
by so many things being different and
out of my control.

Keeping in touch with good friends
and family has been an anchor for
me and has reminded me of how
precious and valuable the interactions
with them are.

I have been moved in hearing of the
special bonds and relationships which
have been formed over the years within
the pastoral care group; how they have
supported and helped each other through
the tougher times in life.

The pastoral visitors and I are so
delighted that we may now visit you
at home. We will still be maintaining
sensible precautions but being able to
visit you in your individual homes will
be lovely.

If you are not comfortable with that
then please do let me know and we
will respect that. We are aware that
each individual will want to go at
their own pace and that is perfectly
acceptable.

If you now would like to be allocated
a visitor or someone to phone you
on a regular basis. Contact me.

We are all looking forward to visiting
you soon face to face.

Kay McIntosh DCS
Pastoral Assistant - 07903 266 307

Contact details for PV co-ordinators:

Dorothy Cloughley 667 3565
dorothycloughley@googlemail.com

Wendy Mathison
447 5562 wsmdance3@gmail.com

Anne Mulligan
664 3426 mulliganne@icloud.com

Maggie Ross
668 3859 maggiejeanross@btinternet.com

Hilary Watkinson
hilary.watkinson@btinternet.com

PASTORAL CARE



It has been another active couple of months
in the outdoors for the troop with three
nights at Blackford Hill enjoying games,
patrol activities and challenges. Two nights
took place around the Grange area with a
photo challenge hunt with a series of
challenges to gain a reward that was fulfilled
at Fat Tony’s chip shop. The highlight of the
photo challenge hunt was to photograph the
most unusual person on a bicycle. Not just
the scouts, but innocent members of the
public, were astounded to see a gorilla
cycling a bike along Grange Loan. Quite a
remarkable coincidence!

As the ongoing restrictions meant that we
were unable to have our usual three day May
camp, we arranged two activity days at
Bonaly Scout Centre, giving the Scouts a mix
of camping skills training, badge courses for
athletics, cycling and communicator, wide
games and a camp fire. The third day was
spent at the Bridge8Hub activities centre on
the canal at Sighthill. The scouts enjoyed a
mix of cycling, kayaking and stand up paddle
boarding. Thirty scouts took part over the
weekend and enjoyed what was planned as
near as possible to our camp.

Spread over two nights, the troop visited the
Edinburgh Combat Challenge for the laser
tag game in the woods at Lugton Bogs, near
Dalkeith. This is always a popular visit for
the scouts and guaranteed to encourage a full
attendance.

Undoubtedly the highlight of the period
though was a hike in the Pentlands. The
younger scouts set off from Swanston and
the older ones from Castlelaw, timed to
arrive simultaneously at the top of Allermuir
Hill that gives marvellous views over
Edinburgh, the Lothians and Fife. It was a
beautiful clear evening at the top but
Edinburgh was enveloped in thick cloud
giving the same view as flying above the
clouds – quite magical. The best bit however
was when the scouts were given news of a
notice that had been sent out from scottish
headquarters that morning – we were
allowed to go camping again and summer
camp was on! The people below that cloud
may have mistaken the roar as thunder.

Alan Dickson
Scout Leader
Scottish Charity No SC006141

28THBRAIDSCOUTGROUP
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REFLECTION

I think it must have been after
the kids had gone to bed, that
time on holiday on the Isle of
Mull. I’m not sure if vino had
been consumed, but I think it
must have been an influencing
factor. I’ve heard that in some
places it’s now banned to even
try to do it, unless it’s under
controlled conditions in the
science lab.

Out we crept surreptitiously at
dusk on a beautiful summer’s
night, thankfully with no-one
for miles around to see the
dastardly deed that we were
about to get up to in the
garden. We were taking with
us, of course, a big bottle of
Diet Coke and a packet of Mentos. Digging
a small hole for the Diet Coke bottle, then
carefully unscrewing the cap. Dropping in as
many Mentos as possible and running
backwards, as if we’d lit the touch paper and
retired, the carbon dioxide releasing as the
Mentos slowly dissolved and met the CO2 in
the Diet Coke until suddenly, the gusher, the
geyser sprang forth, an enormous eruption
of Coke like Vesuvius, six feet high in the air
and, despite all supposed precautions,
liberally spraying all over us like champagne
on the winners podium at the Grand Prix,
with much laughter all around.

When I looked again at our passage today for
today, of Jesus telling of new wine being
poured into old wineskins and then the wine
bursting out and exploding with such sudden
energy and power being unleashed, the
momentum of the liquid projectile that was
the Mentos-fuelled Diet Coke that night was
the image that came straight into my head.
And that experience on Mull, that you may

well have shared in a sneaky moment
elsewhere, is not so far from what actually
would have happened with the ‘mini-parable’
of the wineskins that Jesus was telling.

You see in Jesus’ age there were no bottles to
hold wine, whether glass or otherwise.
Instead, a wine container was fashioned from
animal skin, usually from a goat. When it was
new, the wineskin had a freshness and an
elasticity. But as it grew older, it became
harder, more resistant, unyielding. New wine
is still fermenting and gives off gases. When
the skin was new, it would yield to the
pressure, it would adapt and receive the wine,
but when the skin was old and hard and dry,
the gasses in the wine would be prone to
cause the skin to disintegrate and burst open
with the pressure, with the contents being
blown away and lost for good. You’ll already
be beginning, I’m sure, to see the analogies
that might be drawn from Jesus’ wineskins
metaphor to faith and church, to new paths
and older ways.

Revd Dr Sandy Forsyth 6/6/2021

Reading: St Mark 2:13-22

This reflection is available to listen to online at: www.mayfieldsalisbury.org
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Jesus was saying, there is something
powerful and explosive happening right here,
it is a shattering new reality that I am
bringing through my ministry, which is the
coming of the Kingdom of God – this is a
whole new way to live, to love, to treat others
with respect and dignity, to consider the
whole basis of who God is and how faith is
formed - resurrection. In all this, said Jesus,
there is something so powerful and explosive
that it cannot be held back. As in Bob
Dylan’s words, ‘it will soon shake your
windows, and rattle your walls, For the times
they are a-changing.’ But Jesus was not
making a trumpet call for the rejection of the
old, rather a call that it must meet and mingle
with the new and not present a cold brick
wall of resistance, so that the two can live in
complementary ways, in harmony, so that
the new and old can integrate and form the
face of the future. And there too lies our
quandary as we take stock as a church and
look forwards in these challenging times…

So what would this new Kingdom of God on
earth entail? Tax collectors in Jewish society
at the time of Jesus were the ultimate lowlife,
the rejected outsiders, the scum of the earth.
Vile traitors collaborating with a vicious and
oppressive Roman colonial regime, doing
their dirty work. Corrupt cheats exploiting
their own for personal profit. And in
religious terms, because of their constant
interaction with their Gentile employers,
ritually unclean too. These were sinners of
the worst kind, and for the orthodox first
century Jew this meant not only contempt,
but also fear, that their deep sin might spread
like a contagion. Tax collectors were
unspeakable and untouchable. The notion
that you might sit at the table and share food
and conversation in the near presence of
these people, in their house, would be as
unlikely as for us doing so with scammers
who rip off older people and steal their
savings, or with the local drug dealer, or a sex
offender released from jail back into the
community.

Zacchaeus by Niels Larsen Stevns. Jesus calls Zacchaeus down from his height in the tree
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In Mark chapter 2, Jesus encountered just
such a vile reprobate, Levi son of Alphaeus,
right in the middle of committing his
everyday villainy, sitting at his tax collectors
booth ripping people off for exorbitant toll
money just for passing along the road. Jesus
invited Levi to follow him, and before we
know it, Jesus and his disciples are at Levi’s
house, eating dinner with him and all his
scuzzy, ‘ne’rdo well’ pals. For Jesus to eat at
Levi’s house, to share hospitality with such a
man, on social, cultural, political and,
especially, religious levels would have been
simply outrageous! His definition then of
who might be included and excluded would
have been grossly offensive to the religious
leaders of his day, those who ultimately had
the power of life and death. As one
theologian puts it, ‘Jesus got himself
crucified by the way he ate.’ Good religious
people simply do not eat with such folk. No
wonder the Pharisees were asking the
questions, who does he think he is, and what
the hell does he think he’s doing?

And in response, Jesus says he is not there
for the healthy but to heal the sick. He has
come to embody the broad, welcoming
inclusion of God’s reign for all those who
have been neglected and excluded. His
message is repent and believe the good news,
but in the presence of the lowest of the low
his first step is not one of rejection or
judgment, but of acceptance and care, that
they might look to regain their dignity and
their respect. He accepts them, just as they
are. The Pharisees then, and many religious
communities now, saw themselves as setting
the moral standards that others must aspire
to, the standards that exemplify the ultimate
goal of faith, to change the sinner into a saint
by becoming like them.

The point that Jesus is making here is that
setting ourselves up as a benchmark is often
based on a self-righteousness and self-
delusion that is not reflected in the reality of
who we are. Instead, it is what we think we
hear and perceive when we say ‘mirror,

mirror on the wall, who are the most blessed
of them all’. Jesus says, think again in
imagining who is the ‘before’ and who is the
‘after’.

This is a well-known painting
(www.idcampbell.com/gallery/our-last-
supper) by the artist Ian Campbell from a
couple of years back, where he re-imagined
the Last Supper with guys he encountered at
Glasgow City Mission. As in the hymn we
shall hear shortly, ‘for everyone born there is
a place at the table’, all made in the image of
God. And around that table, it is the virtues
of a theology of hospitality that are being
expressed. There is the love of neighbour, by
entering into their presence, by listening and
sharing. There is the welcome of the
stranger, just as God at Christmas, Easter
and Pentecost arrived as a divine stranger.

Hospitality is seeing the other, but it is also
nourishing the other, literally and
metaphorically. Henri Nouwen wrote
‘Hospitality…means primarily the creation
of a free space where the stranger can enter
and become a friend instead of an enemy.
Hospitality is not to change people, but to
offer them space where change can take
place.’ Jesus offered Levi and his friends the
open space where as they recognised a need
for help and healing they could change in
faith from within in the presence of a living
Jesus, and not in a way dictated from beyond.

This, for Jesus, is a cause for celebration.
When asked why he and his followers are not
fasting like the Pharisees and others, Jesus’
response is that his time on earth was not a
sorrowful time when fasting would be
appropriate, but instead one of great joy and
gladness at such encounters of hospitality
and liberation. Like the biggest ‘hooly’ you’ve
ever attended. The most fun night out. The
best wedding, an occasion often referred to
by Jesus. Mirroring the new world Jesus
envisages in the coming of the Kingdom,
where all will have more than enough and
there will be peace and justice for all.
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The contrast between the old and
the new is all too clear, and is
brought into sharper focus in the
two analogies that close the
passage in verses 21 and 22 of
new cloth and new wine being
often irreconcilable with their
counterparts that may have
become old and stale, of the past
and the future, or time honoured
ways and uncharted territory.
And so where does this leave us
for the future of the church,
both here at Mayfield Salisbury
and across our nation?. As we
slowly emerge from the stress of
lockdown and lament the loss of
lives and livelihoods that the pandemic has
caused, how do we see the future of
Christian faith? Or more properly, how does
God see our role and place in his mission in
a world that may be changed forever?

The theme of the art installation on our
doorstep that begins tomorrow is ‘Hope
Glimmers.’ The gold colourings on the canes
will attract the passing light and in the
glimmering might offer us a vision of hope
in the potential ahead, of a new path of
where God is leading us and our community.
Big questions of future direction have been
raised too by the decision of the General
Assembly of the Church of Scotland last
week to reduce numbers of ministry staff by
40% over four years, to be reflected now in
local mission plans. But changing the
structures only has any meaning or purpose
missionally insofar as it enables the Gospel
to be heard again in new ways where it has
fallen silent, and to be expressed in words
and actions in all of the joys and struggles of
everyday life, otherwise it is not mission but
simply re-arranging the deckchairs on the
Titanic as the ship goes down, managing
decline as we gracefully slip below the waves.

How can we be missional in such times? Our
church will inevitably change, but so have

our people and our society, perhaps for ever.
The older ways of church may be gradually
shifting from view, but it is not to say that
they are to be rejected entirely in forming the
new vision. After all, the old cloth was worth
preserving, and the spoiling of the old
wineskin was to be much regretted. Our
great challenge as we move forward here at
Mayfield Salisbury, in our church and in our
world, is how a new reality might open free,
inclusive spaces for all to have an encounter
in the hospitality of a living God. It is how
we might pioneer and promote those new
spaces to work together with the old,
combining with the strengths of tradition in
Scripture, sacrament, worship and the love
of the Christian community, to echo the
good news of joy and celebration that Jesus
called for.

What is new and fresh and dynamic is not to
be found in changing the structures alone,
but it will be where found where the Spirit
leads, coming from our context here, and
from all of us. The question Jesus raised was
whether the old will steadfastly resist the
surge of such new wine, leading to a
mutually assured destruction, or whether
each can embrace the other. It’s up to us,
with God’s support, as to whether there will
be a great ‘Mentos moment’ or not. Amen..
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NEWS
Charles Garland has stood down as Session Clerk after three
very busy years and we both thank him sincerely for all he has
done and wish him well.

The Kirk Session has appointed Boyd McAdam to succeed
him, and we are delighted to welcome Boyd to this new role!

During July and August, there will be one service at 10:15.
These will be a blend of the 9:30 and 10:45 services. For the
first ‘summer service’ on Sunday 4 July, we will be marking
‘NHS Sunday’, on its 73rd birthday, and paying tribute to those
who have given their working lives to it, past and present. We
will be mindful, particularly, of the huge burdens and sacrifices
that our doctors, nurses and support staff have endured over
the past fifteen months.

Then, beginning Sunday 11 July, we will follow the theme of
‘In the footsteps of St Paul in the Mediterranean.’ If you have
a favourite photo of a holiday destination for showing on a
loop, please email a copy to Sandy Forsyth. During July there
will be no provision for young people. Some limited provision
will be available in August with Sunday School resuming in
September.

Please note the contact email for Steve Holehouse, Convenor
of the Business Committee, is now: cbcmspc@gmail.com

SESSION
CLERK
Boyd may be contacted
at clerkmspc@gmail.com
or on 0777 358 7579

KILOMBERO
RICE

Contact Jean on:
jebleitch@gmail.com or
0131 477 6648

An abundant supply of your favourite rice has been languishing
in my cupboard during lockdown. But encouraged by the
minister’s recent sermon ‘ Hope from Small Beginnings’ and now
that restrictions have eased I am happy to take orders and deliver
on my eco friendly bike. £3 per 1kg bag brown or white. The
proceeds from sale of this rice helps farmers in Malawi pay for
secondary education for their children.

CHANGETO
WORSHIP
TIMES

See page 27 for a full list
of forthcoming services

BUSINESS
COMMITTEE
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BETHANY CARE VAN HELPERS
There is now an urgent need for more people to join the team of
helpers, including new drivers. If the pool of helpers is large enough,
the requirement for everyone is just a couple of times a year.

Anyone who is vaguely interested is encouraged to find out more by
contacting me by email: amr.ar106@gmail.com and I will be happy to
describe the role in more detail. Anne Robertson



Mayfield Milers are up and running again -
well maybe not running but definitely
walking! Three walks completed so far,
recently to Craigmillar Castle Park where
Mary Queen of Scots hunted in Hawkhill
Wood. Did she, like us, see Speckled Wood
on Hawkweed? Did she sit in the sun on the
lawn looking out to sea taking pleasure in the
company of friends? I doubt she ever found
comfort in a knickerbocker glory in the
teeming rain in Saughton Park. But did she
ever gallop over to the River Almond and
stroll along the banks of purslane finding
gold in a yellowhammer’s wings as we did?

Come and join the Mayfield Milers, walk with
us, bring your stories, tell us your tales!
Upcoming Walks

If you require any further information about these walks please contact Jenny McCallum
on 0131 667 2888 or Jean MacGilchrist on 0131 477 6648.

July
Wed 7 Walk in the Botanics in memory of Isabelle Smith. 1 - 2mls.

Eileen Watson 0131 622 4042. 10.00am at Church. Travel by number 8 bus.

Sat 17 Craigdon Mountain Sports (Pentlands) - Torduff Reservoir Circular 7.5mls
Susan Wooding 667 2754. 10am Craigdon car park (NO car parking in the car park)

Tue 27 Summer Meal and Walk Jean MacGilchrist 0131 477 6648
6.00pm for 6.30pm Rockville Hotel. Because of current restrictions - TBC

August

Thu 12 West Linton Circular 2 - 3mls. Jenny McCallum 0131 667 2888
9.30am Morningside Clock for Stagecoach bus 101A at 9.42am to Dumfries

Tue 24 Melrose Circular - Anne Sturrock 0131 668 3524
Details of walk and travel arrangements to be confirmed nearer the time.

Tue 31 Into town across the Meadows and onwards to Princes St Gardens. 2-3mls
Pat Rodgers 0131 447 5373 10.00am Church.

September

Wed 1 PLANNING MEETING - TBC 7.30pm
Suggestions for walks to Jenny McCallum 0131 667 2888

MAYFIELD MILERS
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DEATH Mrs Christina Patterson

CONGREGATIONAL REGISTER
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CHRISTIANAID UPDATE

As more of our family, friends and neighbours
receive their COVID vaccinations, we rejoice and
are glad that our loved ones are protected. We
give thanks for all the NHS staff and key workers
who continue to save lives across the UK.

For the poorest and most vulnerable
communities across the world, there is little hope
of a vaccine rollout. These people already face a
lack of water, food, and healthcare.

Some are homeless. Some are living with
underlying health issues such as HIV.

Christian Aid is already on the ground, helping
keep people safe from coronavirus with practical
support – but with your gift of thanks we can do
more.

Meet Shima
Shima is a barber and has polio which has caused
severe shrinking of his muscles, making it
difficult to get around.

Before the coronavirus lockdown in Nigeria, he
was able to afford his daily needs through his
salon business. But during and after the
lockdown, his income reduced drastically, and
things got really difficult for him.

'I cut people’s hair for a living,' he says. 'As a result
of Covid-19, I was out of customers. The biggest
challenge I faced was that I was out of business
and I could not afford to eat or afford soap to
wash. I thank Christian Aid for these gifts.'

Have you or your loved ones had your vaccine?
Please give thanks with a donation to help protect
our global neighbours while the vaccine is out of
reach.

The new Moderator of the General Assembly of
the Church of Scotland, Lord Wallace, is
supporting the Give Thanks Appeal: ‘This is an
opportunity to give thanks in a very tangible way.
In a quest for global justice, here is a practical
opportunity to give real expression in 2021 to
loving our global neighbours.’

Just this week we received from Christian Aid the
shocking news that over 30 million people in 20
countries are teetering on the brink of famine.
This is a global hunger emergency. The covid
pandemic, violent conflict and the climate crisis
have all increased global hunger. Now, people in
countries including South Sudan, Ethiopia,
Afghanistan and Burkina Faso are facing the very
real threat of starvation.

This makes our support for our global
neighbours more crucial than ever. Families
desperately need food and clean water to survive.
If we act now, we can save lives.

Donations can be made via the Christian Aid
website at www.christianaid.org.uk or by
telephone on 020 7523 2269.
Thank you for everything you do!
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Prayer of thanksgiving

God of Hope, Sustainer of all life,
We give You thanks for the coronavirus vaccines,
for the skill and wisdom of scientists, NHS staff

and key workers.
By the power of Your Spirit, may we overflow

with hope
and joy as we see our friends, families and

neighbours protected.
God of Justice, Protector of the vulnerable,
may we be your well-washed hands and willing feet.
Move us to give and act,
to challenge the injustices that anger You.
May we seek to protect all Your children,
particularly those for whom the vaccine is out of

reach.
With hope and trust we pray,
Amen.

Christian Aid Week
A big Thank You to everyone who responded to
the call to ‘give, act and pray’ during this year’s
Christian Aid Week. The banner and bunting
fluttered cheerfully; Sandy led us in a thought-

provoking Christian Aid-themed service; and
several members of our congregation joined folk
from Priestfield Church in walking the seven hills
of Edinburgh to raise funds.

It’s probably worth reiterating that because many
people donated directly to Christian Aid, we can't
quantify how much we raised altogether.
Similarly, we are confident that the sum of just
over £4,000, identified as coming from our
congregation in the annual accounts for 2020, will
be just the tip of a much larger iceberg!

Jam and Jelly
We very much hope to hold our popular sale of
jam, marmalade and other preserves in the
autumn. It may take the usual form, or perhaps
we can make doorstep deliveries, depending on
the circumstances surrounding covid. Although
at this stage we can’t predict exactly what we’ll be
able to do, we would be very grateful if those of
you who are getting the preserving pans out over
the summer could make a little extra for Christian
Aid.

The Christian Aid Team

STREET PASTORS Jean MacGilchrist

A man sits begging on the pavement his back
to the big screen. The crowd of football
supporters surround him. Scotland are
playing England but he inhabits a different
world as he hugs his dog to his chest. He’s
been buzzing gas and there are poltergeists
and demons in his world. They are waiting
for him back at his flat and he’s terrified to
return there.

Another man sits begging on Princes Street.
He has a crack cocaine addiction to feed. He
stays out all day. He’s afraid to return to his
B&B where a man with a huge blade, out to
attack his neighbour, had been hammering
on the door.

He’s been in prison, he self harms. His
vaccination gave him clots on his lungs. In
the hospital he had no money for the TV. He

self discharged. His skin erupted in a rash
because of his medication. His hands and
legs are excoriated. He calls out for help,
drunken women passing by abuse him. He
feels frightened.

Yet another man tells us he is an alcoholic
and has relapsed again. He wants looked
after, help to detox, support to cope. He’s
been given an empty flat, there is a man in a
van* who understands. The football fans are
jubilant and rowdy.

He is angry and volatile. He shouts
menacingly. He is lonely. He thinks he might
return to life on the streets. We listen, we
offer hot drinks and prayers…….

*Richie, founder of Edinburgh charity, Steps to Hope.



AN INTERVIEWWITH BOYD MCADAM
Our new Session Clerk Boyd McAdam
was interviewed by Kirstine Baxter in
2009. We reproduce the article below for
information. In 2014 Boyd left the
Scottish Government to head up
Children’s Hearings Scotland, a public
body which appoints and trains
volunteers to sit as panel members in
children’s hearings deciding how best to
support children and young people who
need help and support. Boyd retired in
late 2019 and was awarded an OBE that
year. Despite retiring he has not made
any progress on sorting out his slides!

Kirstine Baxter (K) talks to Boyd McAdam (B)

K - I know that you are Edinburgh born
and bred, Boyd, but for how long have
you been coming to Mayfield Salisbury?

B - Forever! My parents were married here
at Mayfield. In those days it was, of course,
just ‘Mayfield’, and I was baptised here in
1955 by Prof. Whyte. Before their marriage
my father lived in McLaren Road and my
mother had a room with Betty and George
Malcolm in Grange Loan so Mayfield was
their church. Then, wherever we moved,
Kirkhill Road where I was born, McLaren
Road, Corrennie Drive, we always
worshipped at Mayfield.

K - So you have childhood memories of
the church?

B - Very much so. I have strong memories
of Sunday School and particularly of Mr
Dodds, my Sunday School teacher. I also
remember the fire, when we relocated to the
halls for worship, much as we have now done
to Nicolson Square.

K – And later, in your teens, were you still
involved?

B - Yes, I became involved with Mayfield
Radio a year or so after it was founded and
had the fun of organising and presenting my
own programme – ‘Music from around the
world’. Those Reader’s Digest records of my
parents came in very handy for that! In fact,
working with the Radio Unit has been a
constant aspect of my life here. I still
broadcast most Friday evenings.

K - What direction did your life then take
post school?

B- I had enjoyed languages at school and in
S2 had started Russian. However, the
traditional university language courses did
not really interest me. Luckily Heriot-Watt
University had just started to offer a course
in interpreting and translating French and
Russian which I really enjoyed. My third
year I spent in Minsk, then in the Soviet
Union under Brezhnev, and in Lille in the
north of France. - Quite a change from living
at home in Edinburgh. When at home the
demands (!!) of student life meant my links
with Mayfield were, how shall I say, less
frequent.
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K - Then you started work?
B- Yes, but despite my newly acquired skills,
I decided not to become an interpreter or
translator. Instead, in 1977, I joined the
Scottish Office just as the government was
gearing up for the first attempt at devolution.
Apart from a couple of years spent in the
European Secretariat in the Cabinet Office in
the mid-80’s, I have been with the Scottish
Office, Scottish Executive and now Scottish
Government ever since. Currently I am
working in the area of children’s services on
how to improve outcomes for children
across Scotland.
K - I believe you and Patricia, like your
parents, were married at Mayfield?
B – Yes we were, in 1987, by Bill McDonald.
Patricia’s family were also members of
Mayfield, Patricia’s father, Prof Jim Baxter,
being an elder, as was my father Andrew.
The Kirk Session is shortly to have a
photograph taken just like the one in the
book I have which celebrates 100 years of
Mayfield Church. This was taken in1973 and
if you look closely you can see our fathers
standing next to each other. I assure you,
ours was not an arranged marriage! I was at
school with one of Patricia’s brothers. It was
only later when she and I bumped into each
other in what was then Safeway’s in
Morningside that she started to become no
longer just my friend’s sister!
K - After you married you continued with
the Mayfield connection?
B - Indeed. The radio unit link continued
and as our two children, Andrew and Lizzie,
grew up my links with the young church also
grew and I became much more heavily
involved in activities like the Sunday School.
K - When were you asked to become an
elder?
B - I’m a bit hazy on that, but it was just a few
years after our marriage. What was especially

interesting was being on the Session at the
same time as my father during his last years
at Mayfield Salisbury.
K - How did you find being a district
elder when your work involved long
hours and travel?
B - Very challenging. The demands of
modern life can be heavy. In the early years,
juggling work and a young family, when both
Patricia and I were working, meant that spare
time was very limited. These pressures
continued in different ways as the family
grew up. One becomes a taxi service for after
school activities, sports, parties and
gatherings. The windows of opportunity for
me to get out and undertake visits as an elder
were often very limited. Fortunately I was
able to see most people at church but I felt I
became more of a virtual elder which I
found both frustrating and unsatisfactory.
K - You are still an elder, though no
longer a district elder, so what now is
your main involvement with church life?
B - I am delighted that my main involvement
now is with Angus Adams and the young
church Sometimes, though, I dread the
feedback sessions when we all come back
into church and Scott asks ‘What did you do
today?’. I can assure you that there are
theological messages behind those
descriptions of throwing socks, blowing
peas, or pretending to be news reporters!
Yes, we have fun, but we do try to tie
everything into Christ’s teachings, even if the
links sometimes seem tenuous in a short
soundbite feedback! I also enjoy watching my
young helpers master the power point
presentations for the 9.30 services. In no
time at all I am just sitting there overseeing!

K – What then would you say are the
main challenges in working with the
young church today?
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B - With all the developments in technology
and increased awareness of young people, it
can be a challenge to keep them interested
and involved and simultaneously get the
messages across. Whatever we do I believe it
is important to make sure that the church is
seen as somewhere that young people feel
comfortable coming to, where they can have
positive experiences and where they will
always feel welcome. If we can achieve that it
will be very worthwhile. Working with
Angus is great, though at times you don’t
know quite what is coming next! I hope to
continue working with the young people as
long as I can still understand most of the
references they make. When I can’t hear
them at all I know it will be time to give up!

K – You live a very busy life, Boyd, but
how do you like to spend leisure hours?

B - Travel at home and abroad featured in my
childhood when as a family we went camping
across Europe. In my twenties I travelled
further afield, and in 1982 I took 4 months
off work to go round the world – Bahamas,
USA, Hawaii, Australia, New Zealand,
Bangkok, Hong Kong and China. I
occasionally give talks on the locations I’ve
visited, as photography is another hobby. I
have still to catalogue the thousands of slides
and photographs I have taken, which is a
definite retirement task. I do try not to be a
travelogue bore, but our children will say
otherwise! One of the more recent delights,
however, has been going back with the family
to many previously visited locations. I also
love being in the garden, enjoy the cinema,
listening to music, salivating over cookery
programmes, making jam, and I always bake
the Christmas cake (which some of the
congregation get to taste each year)!

Heartfelt Thanks.
While we were still in strict Lockdown I was
wakened during the night by a strange sound that
occasionally came and went. I had no idea where
the sound was coming from or what it was. As it
got louder and became more frequent I realised
that my next door neighbour, whose bedroom is
through the wall from mine, was in labour. The
baby wasn’t due for another few weeks but her
labour had started swiftly and was rapidly
progressing. I was praying the ambulance would
also come swiftly! We live very near the hospital
and I’m pleased to say that she delivered a healthy
baby girl within a few minutes of reaching it. I am
happy to report that mother and baby are both
doing well. But others have struggled in different
ways.

Eilidh Macdonald-Harte, Senior Counsellor for
the Perinatal Service at CrossReach says that the
lockdowns have resulted in increased isolation,
loneliness and anxiety for parents and there has
been an increase in birth trauma where parents

were not able to be together at the birth because
of covid rules. This has increased the number of
women suffering post-natal mental health issues,
so our service is even more vital at this difficult
time.

Following our recent appeal Mayfield Salisbury
congregation donated £1,908.69 including a
generous matching donation. During the past
year the counsellors at PNS were offering
telephone and virtual support but are now able to
offer face to face support to vulnerable mums
and dads and the crèche in Palmerston Place is
opening again on 21 June. Eilidh expresses her
‘deepest gratitude to the congregation for
supporting our families, our staff and volunteers
who have endured so much stress and kept the
faith and trusted that this day of opening our
doors would come.’

Our wee fund-raising group in Mayfield Salisbury
is very grateful to everyone who supported our
appeal.

Anne Mulligan

CrossReach Perinatal Service

AN INTERVIEWWITH BOYD MCADAM



THE BIBLE INAYEAR
JULY
July 4 Ezra 3,4 / Luke 3
July 5 Ezra 5,6 / Psalm 77
July 6 Ezra 7,8 / Luke 4
July 7 Ezra 9,10 / Luke 5
July 8 Nehemiah 1,2 / Psalm 78: 1-37
July 9 Nehemiah 3,4 / Luke 6
July 10 Nehemiah 5,6 / Luke 7
July 11 Nehemiah 7,8 / Luke 8
July 12 Nehemiah 9,10 / Psalm 78: 38-72
July 13 Nehemiah 11,12 / Luke 9
July 14 Nehemiah 13 / Luke 10
July 15 Esther 1-3 / Psalm 79
July 16 Esther 4,5 / Luke 11
July 17 Esther 6,7 / Luke 12
July 18 Esther 8-10 / Luke 13
July 19 Job 1,2 / Psalm 80
July 20 Job 3,4 / Luke 14
July 21 Job 5,6 / Luke 15
July 22 Job 7,8 / Psalms 81,82
July 23 Job 9,10 / Luke 16
July 24 Job 11,12 / Luke 17
July 25 Job 13,14 / Luke 18
July 26 Job 15-17 / Psalms 83,84
July 27 Job 18,19 / Luke 19
July 28 Job 20,21 / Luke 20
July 29 Job 22,23 / Psalm 85
July 30 Job 24-26 / Luke 21
July 31 Job 27,28 / Luke 22

AUGUST
Aug. 1 Job 29,30 / Luke 23
Aug. 2 Job 31,32 / Psalms 86,87
Aug. 3 Job 33,34 / Luke 24
Aug. 4 Job 35,36 / Philippians 1
Aug. 5 Job 37,38 / Psalm 88
Aug. 6 Job 39,40 / Philippians 2
Aug. 7 Job 41,42 / Philippians 3

Aug. 8 Proverbs 1,2 / Philippians 4
Aug. 9 Proverbs 3,4 / Psalm 89
Aug. 10Proverbs 5,6 / Colossians 1
Aug. 11Proverbs 7,8 / Colossians 2
Aug. 12Proverbs 9,10 / Psalm 90
Aug. 13Proverbs 11,12 / Colossians 3
Aug. 14Proverbs 13,14 / Colossians 4
Aug. 15 Proverbs 15,16 / I Thessalonians 1
Aug. 16 Proverbs 17,18 / Psalm 91
Aug. 17 Proverbs 19,20 / I Thessalonians 2
Aug. 18 Proverbs 21,22 / I Thessalonians 3
Aug. 19 Proverbs 23,24 / Psalms 92,93
Aug. 20 Proverbs 25,26 / I Thessalonians 4
Aug. 21 Proverbs 27,28 / I Thessalonians 5
Aug. 22 Proverbs 29,30 / II Thessalonians 1
Aug. 23 Proverbs 31 / Psalm 94
Aug. 24 Ecclesiastes 1-3 / II Thessalonians 2
Aug. 25 Ecclesiastes 4,5 / II Thessalonians 3
Aug. 26 Ecclesiastes 6,7 / Psalms 95,96
Aug. 27 Ecclesiastes 8,9 / I Timothy 1
Aug. 28 Ecclesiastes 10,11 / I Timothy 2
Aug. 29 Ecclesiastes 12 / I Timothy 3
Aug. 30 Song of Songs 1,2 / Psalms 97,98
Aug. 31 Song of Songs 3,4 / I Timothy 4

SEPTEMBER
Sept. 1 Song of Songs 5,6 / I Timothy 5
Sept. 2 Song of Songs 7,8 / Psalms 99-101
Sept. 3 Isaiah 1,2 / I Timothy 6
Sept. 4 Isaiah 3-5 / II Timothy 1
Sept. 5 Isaiah 6,7 / II Timothy 2
Sept. 6 Isaiah 8,9 / Psalm 102
Sept. 7 Isaiah 10-12 / II Timothy 3
Sept. 8 Isaiah 13,14 / II Timothy 4
Sept. 10 Isaiah 17-20 / Titus 1
Sept. 11 Isaiah 21,22 / Titus 2
Sept. 12 Isaiah 23,24 / Titus 3
Sept. 13 Isaiah 25,26 / Psalm 104

NEWS DISTRIBUTION
Many thanks to all who have opted to receive Grapevine by e-mail, thereby saving printing and paper
costs and, in some cases, postage as well. Please reconsider this from time to time and amend your
preferred choice(s) for receiving relevant Congregational News by revising and submitting the
following options.
I/We wish to receive Mayfield Salisbury news as follows:

By email incorporating Grapevine PDF file
In Grapevine printed issue standard size
In Grapevine printed issue LARGE PRINT
In 0930 Congregational News emails
In Youth Newsletter emails
In Congregational News emails (regular news sent in addition to Grapevine issues).

Name____________________ Phone___________________Email______________________

Address_____________________________________________________________________

Please return this form to:

• William Mearns, Church Manager, 18West Mayfield,
Edinburgh, EH9 1TQ.

• Phone on 0780 801 1234

• Email to: churchmanager@googlemail.com



Please note that all services and times are subject to change
Please refer to the church website or phone the church office 0131 667 1522 for up-to-
date service information. Services are broadcast live here:
www.mayfieldsalisbury.org/online and on YouTube. The dial-a-sermon phone
number is: 0131 546 4337. To book a space at worship phone the church office between
11.00am and 12.00pm on Wednesdays or visit the website:
www.mayfieldsalisbury.org/attend

July
Sunday 4 NHS Sunday - Sixth S. after Pentecost - Revd Dr Sandy Forsyth
10.15 Service in the Sanctuary
13.00 onwards Phone Worship: Dial-a-Sermon

Sunday 11 Seventh Sunday after Pentecost - Revd Dr Sandy Forsyth
10.15 Service in the Sanctuary
13.00 onwards Phone Worship: Dial-a-Sermon

Sunday 18 Eighth Sunday after Pentecost- Revd Dr Sandy Forsyth
10.15 Service in the Sanctuary
13.00 onwards Phone Worship: Dial-a-Sermon

Monday 19 July to Friday 23 July - Minister’s Personal Pilgrimage - Follow Online!

Sunday 25 Ninth Sunday after Pentecost - Revd Dr Sandy Forsyth
10.15 Service in the Sanctuary
13.00 onwards Phone Worship: Dial-a-Sermon

August
Sunday 1 Tenth Sunday after Pentecost - TBC
10.15 Service in the Sanctuary
13.00 onwards Phone Worship: Dial-a-Sermon

Sunday 8 Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost - TBC
10.15 Service in the Sanctuary
13.00 onwards Phone Worship: Dial-a-Sermon

Sunday 15 Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost - Revd Dr Sandy Forsyth
10.15 Service in the Sanctuary
13.00 onwards Phone Worship: Dial-a-Sermon

Sunday 22 Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost - Revd Dr Sandy Forsyth
10.15 Service in the Sanctuary
13.00 onwards Phone Worship: Dial-a-Sermon

Sunday 29 Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost - Revd Dr Sandy Forsyth
10.15 Service in the Sanctuary
13.00 onwards Phone Worship: Dial-a-Sermon

September
Sunday 5 Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost - Revd Dr Sandy Forsyth
TBC

DATES FORYOUR DIARY
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WHO’SWHO IN MAYFIELD SALISBURY

Pastoral Care
For Home or Hospital visits,
contact the Pastoral Assistant.

Online Giving
Secure online offerings: www.give.net/20311853

Staff Days Off
Minister: Fridays
Pastoral Assistant: Friday & Saturday
YouthWorker: Friday & Saturday
Manager: Monday-PM & Fridays

Social Media
www.facebook.com/MayfieldSalisbury

www.youtube.com/user/MayfieldSalisbChurch

www.flickr.com/photos/98063709@N06/

www.mayfieldsalisbury.org
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Church Office
18West Mayfield,
Edinburgh, EH9 1TQ
0131 667 1522 or
churchmanager@googlemail.com

Mayfield Radio
mayfieldradiounit@gmail.com
0131 667 7742

Grapevine
William Mearns 0131 667 1522
churchmanager@googlemail.com

Copy date for next issue
6.00pm on Friday 27August

Minister
Revd Dr Alexander Forsyth AForsyth@churchofscotland.org.uk 0131 667 1286

Pastoral Assistant
Kay McIntosh DCS kay@backedge.co.uk 0790 326 6307

YouthWorker
Hillary Leslie Hillary.MayfieldYouth@gmail.com 0745 372 2224

Church Manager
William Mearns churchmanager@googlemail.com 0780 801 1234

Organist
Kate Pearson kate.q.kate@gmail.com 0744 238 2296

Session Clerk
Boyd McAdam clerkmspc@gmail.com 0777 358 7579

Treasurer
John Graham culkein@btinternet.com 0131 667 6331

Gift Aid Donations & Roll Keeper
Hugh Somerville hs.somerville2@gmail.com 0131 466 2446


