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Sermon                                 Sunday 4 October 
Creation Covenant Service 0930 

 
 
Prayer of Illumination 
 
Let us pray. 
 
Holy God, Sacred Three, Your Spirit permeating all things, may we be present to 
Your Presence, attentive to Your Spirit within us, within all things.   May the 
silence of our soul be filled with the silence of Eternity.   In Jesus’ Name, we pray.   
Amen. 
 

 
 
We are very familiar with the first chapter of Genesis, the story of the 

six days of creation and the single day of rest.   In the Book of Genesis, 

chapter one is the first creation narrative.   Chapters two and three 

are the story of Adam and Eve, their life in the Garden of Eden, their 

eating from the tree of knowledge of good and evil, and their 

banishment from the garden.   Although it is the second creation 

narrative in the Bible, the story of Adam and Eve is the older of the 

two stories, dating from around 900BC, while chapter one dates from 

around 500BC.    

 

The Bible opens with the words, ‘In the beginning God created the 

heavens and the earth.’   In the New Testament, in what is for me the 

greatest of the gospels, the Gospel of John, we read the opening 

words, ‘In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God…..All things came into being through him’, 
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through the Word.   Finally, a few verses later, the evangelist writes, 

‘The Word become flesh and lived among us….’.   From these verses 

in Scripture, and elsewhere, we see that God is in and through all 

things, permeating all things:  the Eternal dwells in the temporal, the 

Infinite in the finite.   Today, in the season of harvest, in our Creation 

Covenant Services, it is crucially important that, within the Christian 

tradition, we rediscover a spirituality of the cosmos, sensitivity for 

the Spirit in all creation, in the Earth itself and all that lives and 

moves. 

 

The faith narrative of the six days of creation is a poem, which has 

three couplets.   There is a parallel between the first and second half 

of the poem:  days one and four refer to the lights of the sky, to day 

and night; days two and five refer to the waters of the earth; and days 

three and six refer to the populating of the Earth with living 

creatures, including humanity.   In carefully reading the Scripture, 

with spiritual openness, we can feel the presence of the Spirit of God 

involved at each stage of creation.    

 

The spiritual writer, Thomas Berry, brings some science to the story 

of creation.   Berry writes: 
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 The first shaping of the universe was into great galactic  
 systems of fiery energy that constitute the starry heavens.    

In these celestial furnaces the elements are shaped….After  
some ten billion years, the solar system and Earth were born  
out of the particles cast out into space by exploded stars….On  
Earth, both plant and animal life were born in the primordial  
seas some three billion years ago.   Plants emerged upon the  
land some six hundred million years ago….The atmosphere  
developed slowly…..One hundred million years ago, flowers  
appeared….Some sixty million years ago, birds were in the air  
and mammals walked through the forest.   Some of the  
mammals…..went back into the sea. 

 
 Relatively recently, the diversity in the forms of life expression 
 brought about the human mode of being. 
 
 
At the recent conference I attended on science and religion, one 

speaker said that if you stretch out your arms so the furthest tip of 

your right hand represents the ‘Big Bang’, then the very tip of your 

left hand, the very end of your nail of your middle finger, is the point 

at which humanity emerged.    

 

Thomas Berry is an American writer who, among other things, is 

critical of the European/American Christian tradition which failed to 

recognise the spiritual qualities of the Earth and the spiritual 

sensitivity to the Earth possessed by the indigenous American 

peoples.   Berry says: 

 
 What is needed is a new spiritual, even mystical, communion 
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 with Earth, a true aesthetic of Earth, a sensitivity to Earth’s 
 needs, a valid economy of Earth…..We especially need to  
 recognise the numinous qualities of Earth. 
 
 
Drawing on the riches of the Christian tradition, it is possible to 

rediscover, re-learn, the sacredness of the planet, of the cosmos.   

Part of our evolutionary DNA is to acquire things.   From the days of 

the earliest civilisations, we can see evidence of trade:  we have 

traded in food, clothing materials, metals and precious stones.   

Perhaps it is our lust for acquisition combined with the insatiable 

desire for knowledge has helped us to survive and thrive!   However, 

we are now so efficient at this, and so many more in number, that we 

are damaging the Earth:  the very thing that gave us life and sustains 

us.   Within the Christian tradition, we need to rediscover the 

sacredness of the Earth and realise that the Earth’s treasures are 

more than mere matter; they cannot be valued in material terms 

alone, for the Holy, the Sacred, the Eternal, is in and through all 

things.   The ground on which we walk is holy ground.   All living 

things are held in being by our Father.    

 

In the Orthodox tradition, Christians speak of God’s presence and 

activity as divine energy flowing through creation.   The Incarnation 

is not only that God was in Christ, but that, through the Big Bang, all 
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things were made by God; God was and is in all things.   It is 

important for us to learn to be present to the Present in the breeze 

upon our face, in the hardness of rocks, in the brilliance of sunshine, 

in the wetness of rain and in the flesh and bone of our frame.   The 

golden thread of the Spirit runs through us.   The priest, 

palaeontologist and mystic, Teilhard de Chardin, said that ‘At the 

heart of matter is the heart of God.’   The Scottish churchman, George 

MacLeod, said, ‘Matter matters, because at the heart of the material is 

the spiritual.’    

 

Our destruction of the Earth, our material, secular mindset, is a 

spiritual problem.   The more value we attach to the Earth, the more 

likely we are to manage it, steward it, responsibly.   Responsible care 

of creation does not mean romanticising the countryside or the 

nature of animals, but it does point us towards justice for the poor, 

damage limitation to the Earth and sustainable living.   We should not 

allow these things to be thought of in secular terms:  the very Earth 

and every living creature is filled with God, brought to life by God, 

sustained by the Sacred, and held by the Holy, the Mystery.    
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Teilhard de Chardin spoke of the Presence in the midst of suffering.   

After the Battle of Ypres in 1915, Chardin was able to write, ‘More 

than ever I believe that life is beautiful.’   His is not a superficial 

comment but flows from and awareness of the Sacred in all places, 

including the darkest, most painful places in his experience.    

 

Within the Celtic tradition, in Carmina Gadelica, the prayers of the 

Highlands and Islands of Scotland, again and again prayers begin 

honouring the Holy in the things of creation: 

 
God of the moon, God of the sea,  
God of the globe, God of the stars,  
God of the waters, the land, and the skies…. 
 

 
As we face the challenges of harvest, economic justice and climate 

change, as pilgrims, our path forwards is to open our soul, our 

consciousness, to the Spirit of Love, the Eternal Silence, saturating all 

matter, all things. 

 

Let me close with some words of Scripture and a meditative prayer 

by the Canadian minister, Philip Newell.    

 
The psalmist wrote: 

The voice of God is over the waters, 
the God of glory thunders. 
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The voice of God flashes forth flames of fire. 
The voice of God shakes the wilderness, 
 and strips the forest bare; 
and in the temple all say, ‘Glory!’ 

 
Let us pray. 
 
   In the temple on my inner being, 
   in the temple of my body, 
   in the temple of earth, sea and sky, 
   in the great temple of the universe 
   I look for the light that was in the beginning, 
   the mighty fire that blazes still from  

the heart of life, 
   glowing in the whiteness of the moon, 
   glistening in the night stars, 
   hidden in the black earth, 
   concealed in unknown depths of my soul. 
   In the darkness of the night, 
   in the shadows of my being, O God, 
   let me glimpse the eternal. 
   In both the light and the shadows of my being 
   let me glimpse the glow of the eternal. 
 

……………. 
 

In the sufferings of my heart 
and the brokenness of creation 
open to me further 
the doors of the eternal 
that through the pain that is within me 
and the struggles that are around me 
I may be guided to You as the heart of life…. 
I may be guided to You as in and beyond  

all that has life. 
 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 


