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Guide us, O God, by your Word and Spirit, 

that in your light we may see light, in your truth find freedom, 

and in your will discover your peace; Amen. 

 

I had just crossed the busy Great Highway, which runs between the western edge of San Francisco 

and Ocean Beach State Park.  I was visiting my dear friends, and after a long day, I was the only 

one, the non-Californian, who wanted to see the sunset from the beach.   

 

As I hurried along through the dry sand, I heard “Denver, Denver” … turned around to see a man 

shouting and waving “I’m from Denver too! I’m from Denver too!” Abit puzzled until I realized 

that I was wearing my Denver Fire Department t-shirt, which I received after going through their 

Citizens’ Academy.  “Awesome, that’s great!” I shouted back and waved. This man, who was 

disheveled, and more in likely homeless, smiled as if he had seen a long lost friend. He waved and 

then yelled out “Go Broncos!  A phrase, which has united millions of Coloradoans over the years.” 

He stood there waving with a huge smile as I echoed his words back.  

 

Everyone needs a point of connection with others, feeling a part of a larger community, whether it 

be through a shared phrase, shared values or shared worship, even if it’s only for a brief few 

moments.  More importantly so during these seemingly chaotic and unpredictable times we find 

ourselves living in.  

 

The Israelites were in the midst of their own chaos/wilderness experience. On their long journey to 

the promised land, the harshness of desert living and the unknown was beginning to impact their 

life together, they were complaining, bickering with their leaders, fear had begun to replace the 

hope they experienced when freed from over 200 years of slavery under the Egyptians, and were 

losing their connection with God.  

 

Against the backdrop of this chaos, God gives the people the Ten Commandments, a specific 

covenant within the already existing covenant with Abraham. One scholar has said that the Ten 

Commandments are a readily accessible listing of existing commandments found in Exodus. They 

have to do with the shape of daily life on the part of those already in relationship with God.  Walter 

Brueggemann, American biblical scholar, asserts that the Torah is the God-given strategy through 

which a faithful community at risk is sustained, and it is "likely that Torah is peculiarly aimed at 

the young, in order to invite them into this distinct identity of wonder, gratitude, and obedience.”  
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The Commandments are an invitation to live in a distinctly life-giving manner, which reflects 

God’s presence in and through the community.  They serve to provide social order out of the 

internal chaos, which values all members of the community. They underscore the call to obedience 

to live according to God’s commandments, laws and decrees so in enabling the further 

development of shared social norms within the Israelite community.  

 

Yet, when Jesus is asked which is the greatest commandment, he quotes Deuteronomy 6.5 and 

Leviticus 19.18, not from the Ten Commandments.  

’You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 

mind.’ 
38

This is the greatest and first commandment. 
39

And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your 

neighbor as yourself.’ 
40

On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.”  

 

Life cannot be lived fully by simply following the dos and don’ts, particularly the spiritual life.  

Yes, it makes life more orderly, yet often living by the rules alone can lead a dispassionate way of 

living, and either/or thinking. “God said it, I believe it and that settles it.” This belief often rooted 

in one way of interpreting scriptures.  If I do what God says, then I am good, if not, bad.  

 

The late James Fowler, Professor of Theology and Human Development, at Emory University has 

suggested that type of thinking can result in judgmental communities of faith. Follow the specific 

rules and experiences God’s promises, disobey and suffer God’s wrath. Such thinking might work 

in a black and white world, but we know that there is very few things in life that are black and 

white, perhaps just death and taxes. Life is full of grey, often messy, and challenging. Such 

thinking tends to focus on earning God’s grace and favor, instead of living out the grace that has 

been freely through Jesus Christ’s life, ministry, death and resurrection.  

 

The late Marcus Borg, biblical scholar and theologian reflected on this Matthew passage saying 

“Being Christian is about becoming the kind of person who can love God and love what God loves. 

We need transformation. The process of growing up does not incline us to that deep love of God 

and that deep love of what God loves. The growing up process inclines us to be concerned about 

ourselves.“  

 

This transformation can happen when we come to terms with the reality that the world breaks 

everyone, and some finding healing in the broken place. Hemingway. Or put another way, from 

Rumi… 
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Birds makes great sky-circles 

How to do they learn it 

They fall and in falling 

They are given wings. 

 

Personal transformation creates the possibility of being fully present in the midst of the daily chaos, 

while being a source of peace and hope.  The call to live out the greatest commandment is not 

simply personal or communally self serving. It matters deeply for all people throughout the world.  

 

In Krista Tippet’s book, Becoming Wise, Rachel Naomi Remen, a physician and professor of 

Family and Community Medicine at University of California San Francisco School of Medicine 

tells this wonderful story from the 14
th

 century as told to her by her grandfather… 

 

“This was my fourth birthday present, this story. In the beginning there was only the holy darkness, 

the Ein Sof, the source of life. In the course of history, at a moment in time, this world, the world of 

a thousand thousand things, emerged from the heart of the holy darkness as a great ray of light. 

And then, perhaps because this is a Jewish story, there was an accident, and the vessels containing 

the light of the world, the wholeness of the world, broke. The wholeness of the world, the light of 

the world, was scattered into a thousand thousand fragments of light. And they fell into all events 

and all people, where they remain deeply hidden until this very day. 

Now, according to my grandfather, the whole human race is a response to this accident. We are 

here because we are born with the capacity to find the hidden light in all events and all people, to 

lift it up and make it visible once again and thereby to restore the innate wholeness of the world. 

It’s a very important story for our times. This task is called tikkun olam in Hebrew. It’s the 

restoration of the world. 

 

And this is, of course, a collective task. It involves all people who have ever been born, all people 

presently alive, all people yet to be born. We are all healers of the world. That story opens a sense 

of possibility. It’s not about healing the world by making a huge difference. It’s about healing the 

world that touches you, that’s around you.” 

We are living in one of the most important times of our history as a human race. In the midst of the 

chaos, we are called to love God with our whole heart, soul and mind and to love neighbor as self. 

We are called to be a light in the world. To be a community of where people can make connections. 

Making a difference in our world. Being with the poor and disenfranchised, speaking to the 
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injustices of dehumanization and destruction of our earth. Called to be rooted in and life out of the 

depths of God’s love, mercy and grace.  

 

Alone, you can fight, 

you can refuse, you can 

take what revenge you can 

but they roll over you. 

But two people fighting 

back to back can cut through 

a mob, a snake-dancing file 

can break a cordon, an army 

can meet an army. 

Two people can keep each other 

sane, can give support, conviction, 

love, massage, hope, sex. 

Three people are a delegation, 

a committee, a wedge. With four 

you can play bridge and start 

an organization. With six 

you can rent a whole house, 

eat pie for dinner with no 

seconds, and hold a fund raising party. 

A dozen make a demonstration. 

A hundred fill a hall. 

A thousand have solidarity and your own newsletter; 

ten thousand, power and your own paper; 

a hundred thousand, your own media; 

ten million, your own country. 

It goes on one at a time, 

it starts when you care 

to act, it starts when you do 

it again and they said no, 

it starts when you say We 

and know who you mean, and each 

day you mean one more. 

-Marge Piercy May it be so, may it be now. 


