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Dear Friends,

At the beginning of  September, I had the
privilege of  speaking at a dinner hosted by
the Council of  British Pakistanis
(Scotland).   It was a pleasure and privilege
to be a guest and have the opportunity to
share my positive experience of  interfaith
work in Edinburgh.   I spoke of  the
incredible interfaith work done by
Mayfield Salisbury during our Festival of
Faiths in 2016.   It was the warmth and
openness of  interfaith relationships built
up over many years which helped greatly
when the Sikh temple, the Gurdwara, was
attacked recently.   Together with others
from Mayfield Salisbury, I attended the
International Peace Service held in St
Mary’s Episcopal Cathedral.   Led by
members of  Edinburgh Interfaith
Association, speakers of  different faith
traditions read from their Scriptures while
the Orthodox rabbi, David Rose, sang
beautifully.   

It was a pleasure for me to share in the
September afternoon service with our
Pastoral Assistant, Kay McIntosh.   I am
always grateful for the assistance offered

by so many
people which
helps make the
service such a
success, not least
Anne Sturrock.   

Over the coming
two months, we
have many
highlights
coming our way.
In addition to
our good and regular items, we have the
inaugural Bill McDonald lecture by Allan
Little; an interfaith community meal; our
annual Service of  Remembering; a talk by
the former Moderator Derek Browning;
and a lecture by Professor Robert
Hillenbrand – ‘Old and New Testaments
through Muslim Eyes’.   

In so many ways, we are very blessed at
Mayfield Salisbury.

Every blessing,

Scott

THE MANSE Revd Dr Scott S. McKenna
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THE BILL MCDONALD LECTURE The inaugural
lecture of  the Bill McDonald Lectureship will be delivered by
Allan Little, former researcher, reporter and special
correspondent with the BBC, on Sunday 7 October, 2018 in
Mayfield Salisbury Parish Church at 7.00pm.   During his
career, Allan reported from Baghdad on the 1991 Gulf  War;
on the break-up of  Yugoslavia; became the BBC
correspondent in South Africa and reported on the
aftermath of  the Rwandan genocide.   He also served as the
BBC's Moscow correspondent.   Since 2015, Allan has served as Chair of  the Board
of  Directors of  the Edinburgh International Book Festival.   All welcome.
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Many of  us will have heard Scott mention
in his sermons the mystic, the Reverend
George Matheson.  Blind from his late
teens, he was a Minister in the Church of
Scotland in the late Victorian period,
latterly at St Bernard’s Parish Church in
Stockbridge.  He is also the subject Scott
chose for his PhD thesis.  After working
on it for a number of  years, fitting this
into an already busy ‘day job’, Scott
graduated with his doctorate from the
University of  St Andrews this summer.  

The elders were keen to mark this
significant achievement with a small gift.
A collection was taken and passed to Scott
just before the summer break and, at the
September Kirk Session meeting, we
presented him with a framed photograph
of  the portrait of  the Reverend Matheson,

the original of  which hangs in Stockbridge
Parish Church.  We hope that Scott, and
no doubt Shelagh too, will be happily
reminded of  the period during which the
blind seer occupied so much of  his time.

Charles Garland
Session Clerk

THE MINISTER’S PHD GRADUATION 

Scott with son Murdo Scott with Charles Garland

Scott with the portrait of  Reverend Matheson 
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GIFT SERVICES 2018                     Anne Graham
SUNDAY, 2
DECEMBER 

9.30 and 10.45

Sacks of  gifts for
Santa’s Helpers Plc to
distribute to our
partner organisations
have been donated by
the Congregation of
Mayfield Salisbury over
many years and every
year Scott receives
heartfelt thanks from
those partner
organisations. 

The donations go on
to: Women’s Aid – Stopover Hostel for
young homeless – Salvation Army -
HMP Edinburgh for the children of
prisoners – Gilmerton Centre for young
children – Simpson House’s Sunflower
Garden, CrossReach, for the children of
Service users. 

So, What Can I Give? It’s an event with a
wide age range from infant up to and
including young adult. Here are a few
examples:

Babies like soft and cuddly toys, pop-up
books, bath toys.

Toddlers like floor jigsaws, teddies, soft
balls, sticker albums, Duplo.  

Primary age children like footballs,
building toys, dolls, books, toy cars, board
games, magic and chemistry sets. 

S1 and Older like games and age-

appropriate books, make-up and toiletries,
accessories and bits of  jewellery, new and
age-appropriate tee-shirts, hats and scarves
and socks (sports).

All the gifts should be new. With thanks,
but it’s not possible to distribute alcohol
or second-hand clothing. 

Gift wrap and tags are useful and most
welcome. If  you’re stuck for an idea or
worried about suitability, please give me a
ring. Some of  the partner organisations
can use High Street Gift Vouchers. 

If  you aren’t able to attend either of  the
services, but would nonetheless like to
make a donation, please feel free to give
me a call. 

Anne
0131 667 6331 
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Our Pastoral Assistant, Kay McIntosh
DCS, may be contacted on 07903 266 307
or kay@backedge.co.uk

Morning prayers take place in the
Sanctuary each Tuesday morning from
9.30am. This provides an opportunity to
pray in silence for those known to us who
are ill or who are passing through difficult
times. If  you, or someone known to you,
would like to be remembered this way in
prayer, please inform Kay or Scott.

Pastoral care is the responsibility of  us all
but, if  you feel that someone is needing
extra care, then please notify Scott, Kay or
a Pastoral Visitor Group Coordinator.

We are happy to visit members of  our
congregation and parish in their own
homes, nursing homes and hospitals.

Contact details for PV group co-
ordinators:

Dorothy Cloughley
0131 667 3565
dorothycloughley@googlemail.com

Wendy Mathison 
0131 447 5562
wsmdance3@gmail.com

Anne Mulligan  
0131 664 3426
mulliganne@aol.com

Maggie Ross 
0131 668 3859
maggiejeanross@btinternet.com

Hilary Watkinson
hilary.watkinson@btinternet.com

Changes of  address etc. should continue
to be passed to the roll keeper, Hugh
Somerville.  

Please remember we need new
volunteers for driving people to and
from church, and to help with the
flowers.

Kay

PASTORAL CARE



Prayer of  Illumination

Let us pray.

In the stillness, may we be still.   In our
meditations, may we be present to the
Presence.  Waken us to the Spirit
already within us.   Amen.

Who is wise and understanding among
you? Show by your good life that your
works are done  with gentleness born of
wisdom.   But if  you have bitter envy and
selfish ambition  in your hearts, do not be
boastful and false to the truth. Such
wisdom does not come from above, but is
earthly, unspiritual, and devilish….. But
the wisdom from above is first pure,  then
peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of
mercy and good fruits, without a trace of
partiality or hypocrisy.

from James 3: 13 – 18

These sentiments from the Epistle of
James are blunt and hard-hitting.   Who
can live up to that high standard?   Is it not
the case that ambition is an essential trait
of  every human being, a passion that bears
fruit for family, community, society, and
personally?   How do we measure the
sliding scale of  fruitful ambition against
selfish ambition?   How do we face down
envy, partiality and hypocrisy?   We do not
live in a perfect world.   A workplace can
be a competitive, destructive and toxic

environment:  how do we live the integrity
of  wisdom, the gentleness and peace
which the writer of  James would have us
do?   Later, in James we read, ‘You covet
something and cannot obtain it; so you
engage in disputes and conflicts’.   Firmly,
the reader is told:  ‘Submit yourselves….to
God.   Resist the devil, and he will flee
from you.   Draw near to God, and he will
draw near to you’.   

The Epistle describes a battlefield.   The
words of  Wesley’s battle hymn come to
mind:

Soldiers of  Christ, arise,
and put your armour on…..

From strength to strength go on,
wrestle, and fight, and pray:
tread all the powers of  darkness down,
and win the well-fought day….
and all your conflicts passed,
you may o’ercome through Christ alone,
and stand complete at last.

The sentiments of  James are bold because
they are honest, rooted in every
experience, and do not spare our blushes.   

In the Book of  Jeremiah, through the
words of  the prophet, we hear God invite
the people of  Judah and the inhabitants of
Jerusalem to listen:  ‘Listen to my voice’.
God was enraged that people had followed
Baal, followed the god of  the world, and

SERMON Revd Dr Scott S. McKenna

SPIRITUAL WISDOM

ETHICS AND SPIRITUALITY ARE INTERTWINED

Sunday 23 September 2018

Jeremiah 11: 18 – 20      James 3: 13 – 4: 3, 7 – 8a     St Mark 9: 30 – 37
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building altars to Baal.   Baal was a fertility
god, a god of  rain, wind, the seasons and
war.   The prophet told the people, ‘It is
the LORD….who tries the heart and
mind’.   In the Book of  Jeremiah, the
prophet confronted the temptation to be
like the world, to follow the values, the
gods and idols, of  the world.   The
battlefield of  James is located in the heart
and mind:  the enemies of  envy, selfish
ambition, partiality and hypocrisy are to be
faced in the soul, within us.   

In the Gospel of  Mark, for a fleeting
moment, we glimpse the shame and
embarrassment of  the disciples who, in
silence, could not bring themselves to tell
Jesus about their argument.   On their way
through Galilee, the disciples had become

embroiled in a discussion about greatness:
who of  them was the greatest?   Exposed,
they were humiliated by their false pride.
In true rabbinic tradition, Jesus sat down
and began to teach the disciples.   He
welcomed a child beside Him and said,
‘Whoever welcomes one such child in my
name welcomes me, and whoever
welcomes me welcomes not me but the
one who sent me.’   

The mention of  a child is suggestive and
takes us to the familiar prophecy of  Isaiah:

The wolf  shall live with the lamb,
he leopard shall lie down with the kid,
the calf  and the lion and the fatling together,
and a little child shall lead them.   

The prophecy concludes:

They will not hurt or destroy on all 
my holy mountain;

for the earth will be full of  the 
knowledge of  the LORD
as the waters cover the sea.

The crafted narrative of  Jesus and the child
took the disciples away from their pettiness
to a place and time when God would fill all
things:  the earth would be full of  the
knowledge of  the LORD, as the waters
cover the sea.   I hope you see that in all
these readings the emphasis lies in the
heart and mind:  we are to resist idolising
the world (this world is not God); we are to
face down the devilish traits sown within
us (envy, selfish ambition, partiality and
hypocrisy); and, we are to subdue the ego,
the small self, in order that God may fill
our souls to overflowing.   

These ancient narratives are about today:
how do we help rather than hinder people?
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Bronze figurine of  a Baal, 14th to 
12th century BC



Justin Welby said, “Saying, ‘I’m right’,
doesn’t always help.   Asking, ‘How can I
help?’ is a better way forward.   Martin
Luther King once said, ‘Some people find
it very hard to live without having
someone to look down upon’:  how can we
challenge that devilish temptation within
ourselves?   Six months after being elected
Pope, Francis said that ‘the people of  God
want pastors, not clergy acting like
bureaucrats or government officials’.   Of
his own time as a priest and bishop, the
Pope said:

My style of  government as a Jesuit at the
beginning had many faults. My
authoritarian and quick manner of
making decisions led me to have serious
problems, and to be accused of  being an
ultraconservative.

The thing the Church needs is the ability to
heal wounds and to warm the hearts of  the
faithful; it needs nearness, proximity.   I see
the Church as a field hospital after battle.

Perhaps the only sure way to de-throne the
small self, the selfish ego, is to focus on the
other, another, on those with whom we
walk this life and, ultimately, focus on the
One we call God.   In the 21st century, my
hope and dream is that the Church will
honour its past and its doctrinal insights
but move into a larger world, a new and
more beautiful world where it will find new
friends, friends with whom we share so
much in common.   The historian, Karen
Armstrong, says that ‘doctrine is self-
indulgent guess work which makes people
quarrelsome and [incredibly] sectarian’.
The truth to be discovered is Presence.
Our spiritual practice is to continually
bring ourselves into God-consciousness.
Through retreats or passing moments in
the park, we are to sit with Jesus and let the
soul awake to Him; be present to the
Presence.   Jesus dwells in our hearts, in the
deep centre of  our being.   Searching for
God with all our heart, we will find God in
the heart. 

Popular today is the practice of
mindfulness.   Christianity has been
practising a form of  mindfulness for
centuries:  we call it silent prayer,
contemplative prayer, the desert tradition
or mystical theology.   Practising Sacred
Presence is not unique to Christianity.   In
the mystical tradition of  Islam, in Sufism,
the translator of  Rumi and spiritual writer
Kabir Helminsk says:

Presence is the state of  heartfelt awareness
that allows us to open to ever more subtle
experiences of  meaning, inspiration and
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beauty.   It is the key to self-knowledge
and transformation.   It is through
Presence that we can connect with the
Divine, and the Divine can live through
us.

The Bible is a doorway into the Divine:  we
are to sit with Jesus, gaze into the face of
the child, see the fullness of  God and let
Presence flow through us.   Practising
Presence is no more complicated that
centring ourselves on Jesus.   For
Christianity, Jesus is the Shekinah, the
indwelling Spirit.   Centred moments are
like pebbles in a pond:  like ripples, they
nourish us for hours, days and weeks.   St
Teresa of  Avila said that prayer is a
‘recollection’ because ‘the soul collects its
faculties together and enters within itself
to be with God’.   

St Teresa, who described prayer as nothing
more than spending time with a close
friend, said that ‘there is no need to go to
heaven to speak to the Eternal Father or
find delight in Him’.   We do not need to
shout and however softly we whisper, God,
she said, is near enough to hear us:  ‘All
one need do is go into solitude and look at
Him within oneself ’.   The nineteenth
century mystic, St Elizabeth, also spoke of

heaven on earth:

We possess our Heaven within us……It
seems to me that I have found my Heaven
on earth, since Heaven  is God, and God
is [in] my soul.   The day I understood
that, everything became clear to me.

Finding peace within will change how we
think of  ourselves, how we relate to others
and how we are with the Divine.   Sit down
with Jesus, with the child, listen and let the
Divine essence flow through you.
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Saint Teresa of  Ávila by Peter Paul Rubens 1615

SPIRITUAL GROWTH FUND The congregation has a fund
administered by the Kirk Session the purpose of which is to resource
spiritual growth.   One use of the fund is to support individuals who
wish to undertake courses designed to help with personal spiritual
growth, such as silent prayer, Spiritual Direction or Ignatian Spirituality.
To be eligible, applicants need to explain how undertaking such a
course would be beneficial to them and Mayfield Salisbury or the wider
Church.   You can apply for a grant from this fund by contacting the
Minister (in confidence).  
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Update

By the time you are reading this our
Harvest Festival and Crafternoon will have
taken place. If  you were unable to attend,
do not worry as we have two other events
planned before the end of  the year.

We will be holding an Autumn Ceilidh in
conjunction with the Youth Group.  The
exact timing will be confirmed shortly.

Continuing with the tartan connection
there will be a St Andrew's Dinner on 1
December.  This will be a chance to enjoy
food with a Scottish flavour and to
celebrate the start of  the Advent season. 

Tickets will be on sale over the next few
weeks.

Thank you for all your support which is
much appreciated.  We look forward to
seeing you at the forthcoming events.

The Christian Aid Committee

Christian Aid Prayer Thoughts

Pray for people over the world, including
those in Haiti, now with houses from
Christian Aid partner KORAL, whose
lives have been assisted by Christian Aid
donations. Pray for the team who prepare
the resources for Christian Aid Week,
asking for abundant creativity, deep
wisdom and clear discernment as they
plan for the flourishing of  the Week. Pray
for individual efforts like our own Harvest
Festival at Mayfield Salisbury Parish
Church.

Thank you, God, for the difference
Christian Aid Week makes. Guide, direct
and inspire its team, and all others who
plan fundraising in aid of  Christian Aid.
Amen.

‘O Lord, how manifold are your works’
Read Psalm 104

CHRISTIAN AID
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YOUTH UPDATE Hillary Leslie

There are many exciting events in October
and November for the youth!

On 7 October from 6.00pm, the youth
have a board game night, and the
following week on 14 October will be
going along to Edinburgh Interfaith
Association’s dinner hosted by Mayfield
Salisbury. 

In November, we will be having our first
Youth Club Thanksgiving dinner on 18
November. If  you’re able to attend this
night, please let Hillary know by 11
November.

For more October & November youth
club and event dates, a schedule can be
picked up at the church or accessed on the
website.

We will also be having our first Youth
Day Outing on 1 December from
10.30am to 5.30pm.  We will be meeting in
Church House for morning programming
followed by lunch, and a Christmas film.
We will then end the day at the Edinburgh
International Climbing Arena in the late
afternoon. An outline of  the day’s events
can be seen here:

Date: Saturday 1 December
Location: Church House @ Mayfield
Salisbury Parish Church and Edinburgh
International Climbing Arena

Day Outline: 

• 10.30am to 12.00pm
Advent programming & reflection

• 12.00pm to 1.30pm
Lunch & chill time

• 1.30pm to 4.00pm 
Christmas film & discussion

• 4.00pm 
Depart for EICA

• 4:30pm to 5:30pm 
Clip 'n Climb session at EICA

Cost: £5 - the church will cover the rest!
Sign-Ups: Please contact Hillary to sign up
for the Youth Day Outing.  Unfortunately,
spots for the Clip 'n Climb are limited, so
sign ups for the Clip 'n Climb portion of
the day will operate on a first come, first
serve basis.  Each youth will need a
parent/guardian to fill out an outside
event form if  going to the clip 'n climb
session. Those unable to attend the entire
day are welcome to join whenever feasible!
The deadline for sign-ups is 24
November.

Transportation: If  you’re a parent, let me
know if  you are able to assist with lifts to
and/or from the church and EICA.
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Mayfield Salisbury Parish Church on
Sunday 18 November at 7.00pm.

Islam, like Christianity and Judaism, is a
faith in one God, and, unlike Judaism, it
also reserves a special
place of  honour for Jesus
and for Mary. Many
chapters of  the Qur’an,
like several books of  the
Old Testament, deal with
matters of  law, but there is
also a constant emphasis
on the importance of  the
Old Testament prophets
and their teachings.  A
common misconception is that Islam
forbids the use of  images, especially in a
religious context. This talk will show how
that belief  is not entirely accurate, for it
will explore how medieval Muslim artists
did occasionally depict such figures as
Adam and Eve, Abraham and Moses,
Jesus and Mary, and imagined such key
events as the near-sacrifice of  Isaac, the
Egyptians drowning in the Red Sea, the
Annunciation and the Baptism. Familiar
stories, yes, but in strikingly unexpected
garb. 

Professor Hillenbrand was educated at the
universities of  Cambridge and Oxford
(D.Phil. 1974); he has been teaching at the
Department of  Fine Art, University of
Edinburgh, since 1971 and was awarded a
chair of  Islamic art in 1989.  Professor
Hillenbrand retired in December 2007 but
is currently an Honorary Professorial
Fellow in the department of  Islamic and
Middle Eastern Studies (IMES).

His travels have taken him throughout the
Islamic world.  He has held visiting
professorships at Princeton, UCLA,

Bamberg, Dartmouth College and
Groningen.  He has written books on
Imperial Images in Persian Painting, Islamic
Architecture in North Africa (co-author),
Islamic Art and Architecture, The Architecture

of  Ottoman Jerusalem,   An
Introduction, Studies in
Medieval Islamic Art and
Architecture (2 vols.) and
the prize-winning Islamic
Architecture. Form, Function
and Meaning (translated into
Persian in 1998).  He has
also edited Proceedings of  the
10th Congress of  the Union

Européenne des Arabisants et Islamisants, The
Islamic Book, The Art of  the Saljuqs in Iran
and Anatolia, Persian Painting from the Mongols
to the Qajars, The ‘Amiriya in Rada‘, and
many others.   

He has also published some 120 articles
on aspects of  Islamic art and architecture.
In 1977 he curated one of  the largest
exhibitions of  Persian miniature painting
ever held.  His scholarly interests focus on
Islamic architecture, painting and
iconography, with particular reference to
Iran and to Umayyad Syria.  He has served
on the editorial boards of  Art History,
Persica, Assaph, Islamic Art and the David
Collection, Bulletin of  the Asia Institute
and Studies in Islamic Art and
Architecture and Oxford Studies in
Islamic Art.  He was Islamic art adviser to
the 36-volume Macmillan Dictionary of
Art.  He has organised nine international
symposia at Edinburgh.  He has also
served on the Councils of  the British
School of  Archaeology in Jerusalem,
British Research in the Levant, and the
British Institute of  Persian Studies (Vice-
President).

PUBLIC LECTURE by Professor Robert Hillenbrand 
Old and New Testaments through Muslim Eyes 



These words are often a reassurance to
little ones at the PeriNatal Services (PNS)
creche, when Mum leaves to go to
counselling. Separation from mother is a
hard but normal experience for all
children, but it is especially acute for both
mother and child when perinatal anxiety or
depression is a factor. There may be times
when separation is inevitable for the
benefit of  both.

Our congregation supports CrossReach
(the social work arm of  the Church of
Scotland) in its work for the Scotland-wide
branches of  its PNS. These are run by
professionally-trained staff  and volunteers.
An Edinburgh branch I know well, is in a
welcoming basement flat with a small back
garden. The crèche, with its baby and
children’s toys, floor cushions and rugs,
wall pictures drawn by crèche children,
little table and chairs for snack-time, and
one or two comfy armchairs for arriving
parents, opens into a quiet green space.

Parents are greeted warmly as they arrive,
when they speak with the crèche leader
about anything they want to share about
their child, such as when and what to feed
them, if  they have been ill or had a broken
night, how they prefer to be positioned or
get around, and what they enjoy doing. We
see children aged from a few weeks to
school-entry, and up to six children at a
time can be looked after by the leader and
two or three volunteer crèche workers who
regularly receive in-service training.

The priorities are to provide a safe, kindly
and interesting environment, and to
develop expressive communication and
shared or individual play, areas sometimes
affected by perinatal anxiety or depression
in the parent. By parent we mean either
mother or father.

Children attend for just a few weeks or
sometimes for many months. They soon
become familiar with the crèche, and
parents are reassured that they will be
alerted should their child become really
distressed while they are at counselling, but
usually, initial upsets diminish naturally
during settling-in. We understand and
‘read’ any signs of  distress, as a sign the
child may rarely be away from their
mother, if  ever, because of  the presence
of  anxiety or depression.   

The crèche leader is ready to listen to
parents’ concerns for their child, and pass
on helpful ideas, possibly forwarding any
specific observation to the counsellor
involved. However, confidentiality built on
trust runs through all levels of  the Service.
Sometimes, a parent asks to stay and watch
how the volunteers engage with their child
in play, using baby sensory toys, finger
rhymes, pretend play, active games, ‘small-
world play’, singing and story-telling, as
well as crafts and board games for nursery-
age children.

Occasionally, parents are encouraged to go
off  for a coffee alone or with a friend after
counselling, while the child is in the crèche,
a rare chance to relax quietly. 

Our next church Retiral Collection on
behalf  of  CrossReach’s work takes place
on Sunday 4 November. CrossReach PNS
relies on our generous support. Thank you!

Eilie Blackwood 
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CROSSREACH PERINATAL SERVICE
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They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old,
Age shall not weary them nor the years condemn.
At the going down of  the sun, and in the morning

We will remember them.

Everyone is most welcome - usual time 2.30 until approx.
3.45pm. Please arrive via West Mayfield to the Bill McDonald
Hall (level access). 

This is our 50th Afternoon Service to have been held over the
past 10 years.  They are especially appreciated by the less
mobile in our parish community and those who find Sunday
services difficult to attend.  The short act of  worship will be
followed as usual, by tea and fellowship.   Assistance is
offered on arriving and leaving and we all remain seated at
our tea tables throughout the afternoon.     

If  you need further information, or if  you are unable to
arrange for a lift, please ask Kay McIntosh, or your own
Pastoral Visitor (PV) or Anne Sturrock.  Offers of  transport
always gratefully received. Appreciative thanks to all who
make these special Afternoon Services happen. 

The next mid-week Afternoon Service (Holy Communion)
will be on Tuesday 12 March 2019.

AFTERNOON
SERVICE OF
REMEMBRANCE   
Tuesday 13 November

Anne Sturrock

NEWS

Flowers during September were donated by Kirstine Baxter
and Rosemary Currie and arranged by Christina Somerville,
Rosemary Currie, Diana Tudhope and Jane Main.

FLOWERS

Jane Main 
0131 667 1711 
Chrystine Patterson  
0131 662 4506

REMEMBRANCE
1918 to 2018  

Anne Sturrock

There will be the opportunity to donate to Poppy Scotland at
the Morning Services on Sundays 4 and 11 November, [and
also at the Afternoon Service on Tuesday 13 November],
when boxes of  Poppies and donation cans will be inside the
main Mayfield Road vestibule and also placed near the front
of  the Sanctuary.
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SILVER 
SHUTTLE 
SERVICE

Diana Tudhope
0131 669 4819

dtudhope@btinternet.com

What's this, I hear you say?  Please read on!  

S Several ‘silver’ members of  our congregation need 
transport to Church in order to join us in Worship

I If  you can spare just one Sunday a month, or less, to  
drive someone to Church, we can continue the much 
valued Car Pool service.

L Let me know that you would like to join the Shuttle 
Service.

V Vehicles, such as yours, are required to provide this 
transport.

E Everyone benefits - enjoy the fellowship.
R Result!  Our silver members can be with us on a Sunday.

At present we are very short of  drivers so please offer if  you
can.  There is a real possibility that, without offers to help, we
will no longer be able to provide this much appreciated
service.

ASSISI 2019

tcuthell@gmail.com
0131 476 3864

Tom Cuthell is planning to take another group to Assisi in
2019. There are 30 places available. Considerable interest has
already been shown, and delaying a decision to sign up is not
recommended!!!! The dates are Monday 26 August to Friday 6
September. For further information contact Tom.

A Moderator’s
Year 

David Booth

At church on Sunday 11 November, the Very Revd Dr Derek
Browning DMin will give us an illustrated talk on his year as
Moderator, 2017-18. The Moderator gets a unique insight
into the life and work of  the Church of  Scotland, through a
very intensive year of  activities, and a most interesting
evening is guaranteed! The evening starts at 7.00pm in the
sanctuary.

REFLECTION & REMEMBRANCE

A short service of reflection and
remembrance will be held in the church on
Sunday, 4 November 2018 at 7.00pm for
anyone who has had a bereavement.
Refreshments will be served afterwards.
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FIVE MINUTES WITH 
CHARLES GARLAND,  SESSION CLERK
What brought you to
Mayfield Salisbury? A
wedding, originally.  Not
mine - that was a few years
later - but about 20 years ago
I came to the wedding of
two friends.  At points
during the service, I
remember looking up at the
ceiling with its mesmerising
star lights.  Was that the sun
shining through?  One of
the friends was a fellow law
student, and she’d grown up near to
Mayfield Salisbury.  Otherwise I am
ashamed to say that it was a bit far from
the centre for the likes of  my student self.  

But you clearly came back after that
visit… By the time Ailsa and I were
looking for a place to be married, in 2002,
we’d moved to our current flat in the area
and we’d visited a few local churches.
Each had a spirit of  its own but Mayfield
Salisbury was where we felt most
welcome.  We’ve been coming to the 9:30
service for much of  the time since then,
and our children are gradually working
their way up through the age appropriate
activity classes.  The leaders are stars!  

What about when you were growing
up? I was brought up in Sheffield, with
my brother and sister.  Although only my
step-father is left there now, it was a good
place to live, right on the edge of  the Peak
District but close to as much urban life as
you wanted.  However, in a distinct
reversal of  fortunes, the town has some
tourists these days; previously, anyone in
Sheffield from elsewhere was clearly just
lost.  We went to a lively and liberal
church; my grandfather, who’d become a

Church of  England vicar in
rural Suffolk after a career in
the army during the war,
refused to come because it
didn’t use the Prayer Book
of  1662.

You said you studied in
Edinburgh - is that right?
Yes, I studied law in the early
1990s, with a year in Paris
studying French law as part
of  the Erasmus scheme.

The local students in our hall of  residence
went home at the weekends so the 6 of  us
from Edinburgh University tended to
socialise with the other Erasmus students,
from Spain, Italy and Germany.  We liked
to think we spoke to each other in French
but to the natives it was a form of  pidgin
Esperanto.  I did my traineeship with a
firm in Edinburgh and in 1997 I joined the
Scottish Office, as it was then called.  It
was gearing up for devolution in the early
Blair years; never did I imagine that the
Constitutional Law lectures of  a few years
earlier would be so relevant…  

So what led you to become Session
Clerk? If  I have learned anything about
the future it’s that it’s always worth
planning for the unexpected!  I was very
happy to become an elder last September
along with Ailsa and ten or so other
members of  the congregation.  I was still
exploring what that involved when the
recruitment for a new Session Clerk got
underway.  Since May I’ve had huge
support in starting to find my way round
the role and am rapidly discovering that
there is far more going on in the church
than I’d realised.  All good so far, and I am
still learning!



OCTOBER
7 Jeremiah 7,8 / Psalms 114,115
8 Jeremiah 9,10 / John 4
9 Jeremiah 11,12 / John 5
10 Jeremiah 13,14 / John 6
11 Jeremiah 15,16 / Psalm 116
12 Jeremiah 17,18 / John 7
13 Jeremiah 19,20 / John 8
14 Jeremiah 21,22 / Psalms 117,118
15 Jeremiah 23,24 / John 9
16 Jeremiah 25,26 / John 10
17 Jeremiah 27,28 / John 11
18 Jeremiah 29-31 / Psalm 119: 1-24
19 Jeremiah 32,33 / John 12
20 Jeremiah 34,35 / John 13
21 Jeremiah 36,37 / Psalm 119: 25-48
22 Jeremiah 38,39 / John 14
23 Jeremiah 40,41 / John 15
24 Jeremiah 42,43 / John 16
25 Jeremiah 44-46 / Psalm 119: 49-72
26 Jeremiah 47,48 / John 17
27 Jeremiah 49,50 / John 18

28 Jeremiah 51,52 / Psalm 119: 73-96
29 Lamentations 1,2 / John 19
30 Lamentations 3-5 / John 20
31 Ezekiel 1 / John 21

NOVEMBER
1 Ezekiel 2,3 / Psalm 119: 97-120
2 Ezekiel 4,5 / James 1
3 Ezekiel 6,7 / James 2
4 Ezekiel 8,9 / Psalm 119: 121-144
5 Ezekiel 10,11 / James 3
6 Ezekiel 12,13 / James 4
7 Ezekiel 14,15 / James 5
8 Ezekiel 16,17 / Psalms 119: 145-176
9 Ezekiel 18,19 / I Peter 1
10 Ezekiel 20,21 / I Peter 2
11 Ezekiel 22,23 / Psalms 120-122
12 Ezekiel 24,25 / I Peter 3
13 Ezekiel 26,27 / I Peter 4
14 Ezekiel 28,29 / I Peter 5
15 Ezekiel 30,31 / Psalms 123-125
16 Ezekiel 32,33 / II Peter 1

17 Ezekiel 34,35 / II Peter 2
18 Ezekiel 36,37 / Psalms 126-128
19 Ezekiel 38,39 / II Peter 3
20 Ezekiel 40,41 / I John 1
21 Ezekiel 42,43 / I John 2
22 Ezekiel 44,45 / Psalms 129-131
23 Ezekiel 46,47 / I John 3
24 Ezekiel 48 / I John 4
25Daniel 1-3 / Psalms 132-134
26Daniel 4,5 / I John 5
27Daniel 6,7 / II John
28Daniel 8,9 / III John
29Daniel 10-12 / Psalms 135,136
30 Hosea 1,2 / Jude 1

DECEMBER
1 Hosea 3-6 / Revelation 1
2 Hosea 7,8 / Psalms 137,138
3 Hosea 9,10 / Revelation 2
4 Hosea 11,12 / Revelation 3
5 Hosea 13,14 / Revelation 4
6 Joel 1,2 / Psalm 139
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28th BRAID SCOUT GROUP Alan Dickson

The Troop’s Summer Camp was held at
our favourite site up near Carrbridge with
20 Scouts attending.  We had a mixture of
activities including bivouacking,
watersports, a visit to a Zip Wire Park,
archery, camp challenges, hikes, wide
games and swimming in the river.  The
weather was the best we have experienced
for many years although it did manage to
rain on the final night.  

Troop meetings commenced again at the
start of  September with numbers at 33
Scouts, leaving just enough room for some
Cubs due up from our Cub Scout
Pack.The programme has included work
on the Environmental Conservation
Badge and the Creative Challenge, both
touching on the damage being caused by
disposable plastic.  We have also been
refreshing knowledge on First Aid and

Emergencies, fortunately neither of  which
were required on our Night Hike over the
Pentlands to take in the stunning view
over Fife and the Lothians from the top
of  Allermuir Hill.

Our inaugural Great 28th Bake Off
challenge took place at the end of
National Cup Cake week (yes, there is such
a thing) and the Scouts baked six cupcakes.
Each Scout was given a chance to select
their favourite of  the best, in a blind vote,
and Sam Mackintosh was named the
champion baker.  

Alan Dickson
Scout Leader

Headquarters: 
Mayfield Salisbury Church, Edinburgh
Scottish Charity No SC006141

THE BIBLE IN A YEAR



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
OCTOBER

Tues 2 9.30am Prayers in the sanctuary

Sat 6 2.00pm Christian Aid:  Harvest Festival

Sun 7 9.30am All-Age Worship (SSM)
10.45am Traditional Worship:  Harvest (SSM)
7.00pm Bill McDonald Lecture by Allan Little 

Tues 9 9.30am Prayers in the sanctuary

Sun 14 9.30am All-Age Worship (SSM)
10.45am Traditional Worship (SSM)
7.00pm Interfaith Community Meal (SSM)

Tues 16 9.30am Prayers in the sanctuary

Sun 21 9.30am All-Age Worship (Revd Seth Lovell)
10.45am Traditional Worship (Revd Seth Lovell)
7.00pm Evening Service (Kay McIntosh DCS)

Tues 23 9.30am Prayers in the sanctuary

Sat 27 10.00am ‘Mysticism & the Abrahamic Faiths’ in St Columba’s RC Church (SSM)

Sun 28 9.30am All-Age Worship (SSM)
10.45am Traditional Worship (SSM)
7.00pm Youth Night Worship (Hillary Leslie)

Tues 30 9.30am Prayers in the sanctuary

NOVEMBER

Sun 4 9.30am All-Age Worship (SSM)
10.45am Traditional Worship:  All Saints’ Day (SSM)
7.00pm Service of  Remembering (SSM/KM)

Tues 6 9.30am Prayers in the sanctuary

Sun 11 9.30am All-Age Worship (SSM)
10.45am Traditional Worship:  Remembrance (SSM)
7.00pm Talk:  Very Revd Derek Browning DMin

Tues 13 9.30am Prayers in the sanctuary
2.30pm Afternoon Service:  Remembrance (SSM/KM)
7.30pm Kirk Session 

Sun 18 9.30am All-Age Worship (SSM)
10.45am Traditional Worship (SSM)
7.00pm LECTURE:  ‘Old & New Testaments through Muslim Eyes’ 

by Professor Robert Hillenbrand
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MAYFIELD MILERS UPCOMING WALKS
OCTOBER

Thu 4 Walk to Ewes Castle, Stow 4mls Jean McGilchrist 447 6488
10.15am for 10.24 train to Stow. Destination Tweedbank, meet on Waverley 
Station concourse. Return ticket £11.60. Use your  rail card if  you have one.
You may just wish to explore Stow. Please consult  leader if  you wish to do this. 

Mon 8  Heriot Watt Campus 2-3mls Jenny McCallum 667 2888
10.00am for 25 bus for Riccarton, middle bus stop of  three, between The Scott
Monument and The Royal Scottish Academy on Princes Street. Flat walk, café.

Mon 15 Dalkeith Country Park 4-5 mls Morley Sewell 672 2077
10.00am at Church. No overlap with the last walk in this area.

NOVEMBER

Sat 10 Dreghorn Circular 7km Susan Wooding 667 2754 
10.00am Meet at Church. Car travel, passengers please offer drivers£1.50 per 
ten miles outward journey (inclusive of  return).

Tues 20 Rosewell to Harden Green 3.5mls Morvern Cunningham 0797 751 198
10.00am at Church. Bus to Rosewell. Level walk. Café at Tescos, Harden Green

Wed 28 Walk for Peggy Wilson 2mls Jenny McCallum 667 2888
10.15am at Church for 10.28am 42 bus to Duddingston. Flat walk, café.
This is a walk Peggy led in the first programme of  Milers walks in 1991.

Tues 20 9.30am Prayers in the sanctuary

Sun 25 9.30am All-Age Worship (SSM)
10.45am Traditional Worship:  Christ the King (SSM)
7.00pm Youth Night Worship (Hillary Leslie)

Tues 27 9.30am Prayers in the sanctuary

Fri 30 6.30pm St Andrew’s Day Service in St Columba’s RC Church

DECEMBER

Sun 4 9.30am All-Age Worship & Gift Service (SSM)
10.45am Traditional Worship:  Advent Sunday & Gift Service (SSM)
7.00pm St Andrew’s Interfaith Community Meal

CONGREGATIONAL REGISTER
DEATHS
Janet Johnstone
James Boland
Alan Victor

NEW MEMBERS
Roger and Monica Spooner



Grapevine Distribution
Kirstine Baxter 0754 991 3813
churchmanager@googlemail.com

Staff Days Off
Minister: Monday (generally)
Pastoral Assistant : Varies
Youth Worker: Friday and Saturday
Manager: Monday PM & Friday

Social Media

www.facebook.com/MayfieldSalisbury

www.youtube.com/user/MayfieldSalisbChurch

www.flickr.com/photos/98063709@N06/

@ScottSMcKenna

www.mayfieldsalisbury.org

Copy date for next issue: 7.00pm on Friday 23 November
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Minister 
Revd Dr Scott S McKenna scottsmckenna@aol.com 0131 667 1286

Pastoral Assistant 
Kay McIntosh DCS kay@backedge.co.uk 0790 326 6307

Church Manager
William Mearns churchmanager@googlemail.com 0131 667 1522

Youth Worker
Hillary Leslie Hillary.MayfieldYouth@gmail.com 0745 372 2224 

Organist
Kate Pearson kate.q.kate@gmail.com 0744 238 2296

Session Clerk
Charles Garland charles.edin@gmail.com 0131 668 4296

Treasurer
John Graham culkein@btinternet.com 0131 667 6331

Gift Aid Donations & Roll Keeper
Hugh Somerville hs.somerville2@gmail.com 0131 667 9797

Church Office
18 West Mayfield, 
Edinburgh,  EH9 1TQ
0131 667 1522 or
churchmanager@googlemail.com

Pastoral Care
For Home or Hospital visits,
please  contact the Minister, Revd
Dr Scott McKenna, on 0131 667
1286 or scottsmckenna@aol.com

Mayfield Radio
mayfieldradiounit@gmail.com
0131 667 7742

Grapevine Submissions 
William Mearns 0131 667 1522 
churchmanager@googlemail.com
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