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Dear Friends,

OVERWHELMED

By the end of  September, it is fair to say
that I was overwhelmed by the richness
and spiritual depth which we had
experienced throughout our Festival of
Faiths.   In the final week of  our Festival, I
had the additional privilege of  taking part
in other Inter-Faith events.   On
Wednesday 21 September, along with
representatives of  other faiths, community
leaders, politicians and 350 school
children, I took part in the peace walk
from Lauriston Hall to the Scottish
Parliament.   On a day in which there had
been more ghastly atrocities in Syria, it was
beautiful to listen to Scottish children
dream of  a world where all can live in
peace, with access to healthcare, in a clean
and stable climate, a world of  fair trade
and one in which there is respect for
cultures, traditions and equality.

On the evening of  21 September, along
with others from Mayfield Salisbury, I
attended an Inter-Faith Service at
Annandale Mosque.   Poems and prayers
were offered from Judaism, Sikhism, the
Baha’I tradition, Buddhism, Hinduism,
Islam, Unitarianism, Paganism, and
Christianity.   Together we said the
International Prayer for Peace:

Lead us from darkness to light, 
from falsehood to truth; 
Lead us from despair to hope, from 
fear to trust;

Lead us from hate to love, from war 
to peace;
Let peace fill our heart, our world, 
our universe.

On Friday 23 and Saturday 24 September,
I was invited to attend the signing of  the
St Andrews Declaration on Shared Humanity at
the University of  St Andrews.   Led by a
number of  academics, the conference held
as its motto the words of  Desmond Tutu:
‘My humanity is bound up in yours –
for we can only be human together.’
Among other things, there was a true
consensus that Inter-Faith dialogue has
moved from tolerance of  others to
acceptance of  others.   However, in my
view, we need to go further.   Following
the example of  Jesus, we need to move
from acceptance of  others to friendship
with others.   

I believe that friendship between the world
faiths and friendship between pilgrims of
each faith will enrich and bless our world:
this is part of  God’s dream.   It has been
an encouragement to me as a follower of
Jesus, as one who lives in Christ, to hear
of  the spiritual practice, discipline and
theology of  other faiths.   Each of  the
speakers at our Festival shone with love
for the Eternal.   We have much to give
thanks for.

Every blessing,

Scott
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Last month I was reflecting on the
pastoral visiting scheme and ‘the journey
so far’ since 2014. Reflections continue
this month as we remember Elspeth
Dougall and her contribution to pastoral
care. It was Elspeth’s gathered group of
visitors which provided the PV scheme
with a ‘model’: groups of  visitors with a
co-ordinator. I was invited to meet her
group when I first took on the role of
Pastoral Assistant and I remember her
kindness, sensitivity and thoughtfulness.
Elspeth was very much ‘a mentor’ during
those early days.

Elspeth’s group of  pastoral visitors also
reflects:               

‘She was a great support to us,
guiding us through how to be
discreet on sharing information
with others.’

‘Elspeth was valued in so many
ways – as a choir member and
from our house group.’

‘Elspeth was a first point of
contact, welcoming new
members.’ 

If  you, or someone known to you, would
appreciate receiving a pastoral visit, please
inform Sheila Bryer, Pastoral Assistant,
one of  the group coordinators listed
below, or an elder.  

If  any member of  the congregation would
like a copy of  Pocket Prayers, please
contact Sheila Bryer.

Contact details for PV group co-
ordinators:

Dorothy Cloughley - 0131 667  3565
dorothycloughley@googlemail.com 
Wendy Mathison - 0131 447   5562
wsmdance@talktalk.net
Hilary Watkinson
hilary.watkinson@btinternet.com
Anne Mulligan - 0131  664   3426
mulliganne@aol.com
Sheila Bryer 0131 672  2232
s.bryer@btinternet.com

Changes of  address etc. should continue
to be passed to the roll keeper, Hugh
Somerville.  

With best wishes               
Sheila

PASTORAL CARE Sheila Bryer
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In the wilderness, in a mountainous region,
a shepherd named Moses came to Horeb,
the mountain of  God.   It would be on this
mountain, also known as Mount Sinai, that
Moses would one day carve out tablets of
stone bearing the commandments of  God.
However, sometime earlier, as a shepherd
tending sheep for his father-in-law Jethro,
the young man Moses saw and felt the
Presence of  the Sacred:  a flame of  fire
burned in a bush, a plant in the wilderness
which was not consumed.   Moses said, ‘I
must turn aside and look at this great
sight.’   As he did so, he heard God call to
him.   He was told to remove his sandals
because the ground upon which he stood
was holy ground.   In fear, he hid his face.   

This story is pure poetry.   It calls for
engagement with our spiritual imagination.
In one sense, the journey of  the Jewish
people began here at Horeb, in a mystical
encounter.   Moses hid his face, closed his
eyes.   In the darkness, he saw and heard.
Alone on the mountain, in the silence of
the Sinai desert, a young man encountered
the Holy One.   In meditation, we are
invited to walk on to that holy ground,
enter that sacred space, take off  our
sandals, stand with Moses and within our
own soul see the bush alight as if  for the
first time and hear the words spoken.   

We make a category error if  we read such
ancient stories as history with the plain
meaning of  the words.   The stories, the
images which are painted with the greatest
of  care, are doorways into the Divine,
doorways which are as accessible now as
they have ever been.   Much of  the story
of  Jesus is modelled on the story of
Moses, which began here in mystical
encounter:  mysticism lies as much at the
heart of  Christianity as it does in Judaism.   

In his Letter to the Church in Rome, the
apostle Paul spoke of  being baptised into
Christ.   We are baptised into His death
and just as Christ was raised so too we may
walk in newness of  life.   Throughout his
letters, Paul speaks of  being in Christ.   In
his Letter to the Galatians, he said, ‘I have
been crucified with Christ, and I no longer
live, but Christ lives in me.’   Again and
again, Paul stresses that we are united with
Christ, at one with Him.   We have died
with Him; we have risen with Him.   Christ
lives in us.   It is not that one day Christ
will live in us; it is now.   We taste eternity
now.   Throughout the centuries and across
world faiths, mystics stress the immediacy
of  God.   Eternal life is not something we
inherit at death:  eternity is now.

In the Gospel of  St John, Jesus told His
disciples, ‘Abide in me as I abide in you.

SERMON Revd Scott S. McKenna

THE BEAUTY IN MYSTICISM
The Christian of the future will be a mystic, or there will be no Church.

Sunday 11 September 2016

Exodus 3: 1 – 6 Romans 6: 1 – 4 St John 15: 1 – 5
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Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by
itself  unless it abides in the vine, neither
can you unless you abide in me.’   Like
Moses, we are stop, look, gaze, be silent,
listen, and learn that we are in God and
God is in us, in each of  us:  you and me.
Throughout His ministry, no matter the
numerous demands He faced, Jesus
stopped, sought the solitude of  the
mountain, and soaked Himself  in the
silence and beauty He could find nowhere
else.   

Jesus prayed early in the morning as the
sun rose and in the darkness of  night He
sought the companionship of  God.   Jesus
prayed before and after the great events of
His life:  at His baptism, before choosing
the twelve disciples, at the Transfiguration,
at the Last Supper; and at the times when
He was overwhelmed, in the Garden of
Gethsemane and on the Cross.   In prayer,
Jesus drew strength from the Presence of
the Holy.   On the Cross, He will have
been sustained by His memory and
experience of  sharing hours on the
mountain in God’s silence.   

I am very much drawn to the wisdom and
insights offered by the mystics.   In part,
their attraction lies in the fact that, on the
whole, their emphasis is on direct
encounter with the Divine.   They care less
for the dogmas and doctrines of  the
Church and they have no interest in
enforcing a particular belief  system.   The
Roman Catholic theologian, Karl Rahner,
said that the Christian of  the future will be
a mystic or the Church will have no future.
This does not mean that we must all take
to the hills for prayer at 5am:  I know I
wouldn’t make it.   It does mean that the

doctrinal definitions which mattered so
much to our forebears will matter much
less in the future.   Faith is pilgrimage:  we
are not condemning those who have gone
before us but, put simply, we need a
different way to God.   

The second reason why the religious
practice and mindset of  the mystics is so
appealing is that their spiritual depth spans
the world faiths.   Writers of  mystical
theology in Judaism, Christianity and Islam
express in almost identical terms their
experience of  the Eternal.   Going beyond
the Abrahamic faiths, there is common
ground with other faiths, such as
Buddhism, Hinduism and Taoism.   In the
week that he died, the Baptist minister,
Martin Luther King Jr, had been scheduled
to meet the Roman Catholic monk,
Thomas Merton, and the Vietnamese
Buddhist monk, Thich Nhat Hanh.   They
felt their spiritual journeys converge.   
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Mystics stress the unknowability of  God.
The sixth century writer, Dionysius, spoke
of  God as veiled in dazzling obscurity, in
secret Silence, as the luminous Darkness,
utterly incomprehensible. Thomas Merton,
described by the Dalai Lama as a spiritual
brother, wrote many poems, including
poems about the hiddenness or darkness
of  God:

My love is darkness!
Only in the Void
Are all ways one:
Only in the night
Are all the lost
Found.
In my ending is my meaning…….

Closer and clearer
Than any wordy master
Thou inward Stranger
Whom I have never seen,

Deeper and cleaner
Than the clamorous ocean,
Seize up my silence
Hold me in Thy hand!

Mystics shy away from theologies which
are overly rational and claim too much.
Like Moses in the wilderness, mystics see
God everywhere.   Listen to part of  this
Sufi (Islamic) poem:

In the market, in the cloister 
– only God I saw.
In the valley and on the mountain 
– only God I saw.
Him I have seen beside me oft in
tribulation;
In favour and in fortune 
– only God I saw.
In prayer and fasting, in praise and
contemplation,
In the religion of  the Prophet 
– only God I saw.

In moments of  meditation, we are
encouraged to close our eyes, be still in the
darkness, and with spiritual imagination,
see the world, not just a bush, but the
world ablaze with the fire and spirit of
God.   In the manner of  Wordsworth,
mystics let the beauty of  nature become a
blessing.   The Roman Catholic thinker,
Thomas Aquinas, said that there are two
books of  revelation:  the Bible and Nature.   

Standing in the Wisdom tradition of  the
Old Testament, Jesus espoused creation
spirituality.   Many of  His parables are
drawn from His careful attention to nature:
the birds of  the air, the sower, the pearl,
the growing seed, the mustard seed, the
wheat and the tares, the budding fig tree
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and the barren.   The more we absorb
ourselves with the Absolute the more we
will see what the mystics see.   With the
eyes of  faith, we are to see God in
everyone.   Of  course that can be difficult
to do but, drawn from strength that only
silence can yield, it is possible.   

Those among us of  a more Presbyterian
disposition may be feeling that all this
mysticism is fine but it is not for us; it is
not part of  our tradition.   In fact, there
are a number of  examples of  mystics
within the Church of  Scotland, not least
the blind poet preacher of  Innellan,
George Matheson.   Let me quote to you a
passage from Matheson in which he
reflects light and darkness:

We pray, ‘Enlighten our eyes!’ but
often we can only get our inner eye
enlightened by having the outer eye
shaded.   Is the  soul never to get
moments for repose – for
meditation, self- reflection!   Is it
never to have an hour all to itself  –
and hour when its doors are shut,
when its windows are covered, when
its outside voices are hushed, when
it is untouched by the heat of  the
day!   God says, ‘Yes, it shall have
such moments’; and He prepares a
place for it in the wilderness.    He
stops me  midway in the race.   He
lays His hand upon me, and I fall.
He  bears me into the silence, into
the solitude.   He puts the  multitude
all out, and locks the door.   He
closes the shutters of   the casement.
He interrupts the music in the
street; He forbids  the dancing in
the hall.   He says, ‘Your nerves are

weary with  excitement; in this
desert place you shall rest awhile.’

Matheson encouraged his people to seek
the silence, the solitude, that Moses had at
Horeb and Jesus had throughout His
ministry.   For centuries, Christianity has
been defined by its words; now it is time
for it to share its silence.

As we approach the Holy Table, what is
Communion if  not a taking of  Christ into
our soul?   We are to feed spiritually on
Him, be one with Him, let Him live in us
and thrive:  Christ in us and we in Christ.
At its best, when we receive from the hand
of  Jesus, Communion is a moment of
sacred intimacy; it is a moment of  the
mountain top.   Do you see this Table, this
Bread and Wine, ablaze with God’s fire?

Amen.

Revd George Matheson (1842-1906)



Malawi Appeal: Thank you to everyone
who gave so generously to this appeal.  We
raised £1574.82 so with the generous
addition of  £1500 from the Salisbury
Fund, we can hand over more than £3000!
And that is before gift aid.  

The catalogue is out for our Auction of
Talents on Saturday 8 October at 7.00pm.
There will be entertainment, wine and
nibbles! The catalogue is also your
entrance ticket.  Price only £5.  Don’t miss
this exciting event and if  you can’t make it
on the night, do send a proxy to bid and
pay for your lot(s).  This event will appeal
to everyone of  any age-group!   Why not
come and bid for a friendly driver to take
you and friends out for afternoon tea, for
an accompanied Christmas shopping
expedition or for some home baking to be
delivered to your door, or even for a tennis
lesson – and lots more!  It’s all in the

Catalogue and it’s a good read!

The Jam and Jelly Sale will be over by
the time you read this but there may still
be some left on Sunday 9 October. Look
out for it in the Halls Entrance.

Dates for your diary: We are planning a
Cake and Coffee Morning on Saturday
19 November from 10.00am - 12noon
where you will be able to buy your
Christmas cards from Crossreach and
Christian Aid and there will be a small
craft stall for those last minute Christmas
gifts.

Last but by no means least, we hope to
hold another Christmas Dinner on
Friday, 16 December at 6.30pm.  Your
committee will be more relaxed and the
food even better now that we have our
new ovens!

CHRISTIAN AID  Hilary Watkinson

Prayer Thoughts

World Food Day

On World Food Day, October 16th, pray
for the people of  Haiti, where a third year
of  drought has driven people deeper into
poverty and hunger, and doubled the
number of  people who do not have a
secure supply of  food.

Pray for our partner MISSEH, seeking to
provide cash and staple food items to 500
vulnerable households, alongside seeds
and agricultural tools to 700 families.

Pray for people worldwide whose crops
are failing and who are struggling to adapt

to changing weather patterns as a result of
climate change.

Read Deuteronomy 26: 6-9

Sometimes words escape us, and we can feel
overwhelmed by the scale of  pain.  Spend time in
silence, bringing this pain to God.  Ask God to
guide you with words to pray.

Father, thank you for creating us in your image,
and giving us a calling to keep and till your
Earth.  Forgive us when we lose sight of  that
mandate, when our greed causes us to exploit the
earth, causing the climate to change.  Help us to
return to your call, to love and care for the earth.
Give us boldness to speak up for those affected by
climate change around the world.  Amen
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The popular Thursday Club restarts on
October 6 at 2pm in the Upper Hall.  

The Club is established for retired people,
but folk of  any age are welcome at any
meeting.  Annual Club membership is £5
and tea each week will cost 50p.

The Club offers to drive the less able to
and from meetings -when possible.  We’re
looking for more volunteer drivers to drive
just once a month.  Please get in touch
with Christina Somerville, tel 667 9797.

Further information from Deirdre
Eustace or Florence Smith 663 1234    

THURSDAY CLUB Florence Smith 

Syllabus 2016 - 2017
October 6     The Second Row Singers

13 Jane Tulloch, author of  Our Best Attention
20 Eric Melvin: South Side of  Edinburgh
27 Dixieland Band

November 3 Jim Ross: Edinburgh, Leith and Newhaven Railway
10 John Graham: Flowers and Forests in Chile
17 Bring & Buy Sale
24 Music with Muckle Flugga

December 1 Neil Newton: Pilgrimage to the Holy Land
8 Christmas Party with Margo & Iain Dunn and friends

January 2017 12 Burry Baxter: Silversmithing – a Personal Journey
19 Jean MacGilchrist: Malawi Revisited
26 Isobel Mieras: Music & Songs with the Scottish Harp

February    2 David Gavine: Sundials
9 Duncan Currie: Travels in Eastern Canada  
16 Musical afternoon with Hazel Hamilton
23 The Police: Doorstep Crime 

March  2 Bob McIntosh: Scottish Lighthouses
9 Kathleen Hendry: From the Sava to the Danube
16 The Ceilidh Band
23 Mavis Bain: Santiago de Compostela
30 Kozo Hoshino: Some Pictures in the National Gallery

April     6 Boyd McAdam: The Children’s Hearings System  
20 Hamish Coghill: Edinburgh Characters
27 Honeysuckle Swing - Diana Saunderson & Gus  Carmichael

May     4 Outing



SUNDAY 27 NOVEMBER 2016
9.30am and 10.45am

The trees are donning their autumnal
colours and soon their leaves will be
falling. It might be time to start thinking
about Christmas – or at least to
acknowledge it’s just round the corner.

Our Annual Gift Services are a chance to
send some love into local communities
here in Edinburgh. Many children have
little to look forward to from the festive
period and our donations fill a gap.

Traditionally we have passed the gifts to:
Women’s Aid, Stopover Hostel for young
homeless, Salvation Army, HMP
Edinburgh for the children of  prisoners,
Gilmerton Centre for young children and
CrossReach Simpson House, for the
children of  service users. 

What Can I Give? It’s an event with a
wide age range. Here are a few examples:
Babies like soft and cuddly toys, pop-up
books, bath toys. Toddlers like floor
jigsaws, teddies, soft balls, sticker albums,
duplo.. Primary age children like balls,
building toys, dolls, books, toy cars, board
games, magic and chemistry sets. S1 and
older like games and age-appropriate
books, make-up and toiletries, accessories
and bits of  jewellery, new and age-
appropriate tee-shirts, hats and scarves
and socks (sports). 

Sacks of  gifts for Santa’s Helpers Plc to
distribute to our partner organisations
have been donated by the Congregation
of  Mayfield Salisbury over many years and
Scott receives heartfelt thanks from the
partner organisations. 

The age range is new born up to and
including young adult. All the gifts should
be new. With thanks, but it’s not possible
to distribute alcohol or second-hand
clothing. 

Gift wrap and tags are useful and most
welcome. If  you’re stuck for an idea or
worried about suitability, please give me a
ring. It can be difficult to fill the demand
for gifts for older boys so boxed men’s
toiletries and footballs are very welcome.
Some of  the partner organisations can use
High Street Gift Vouchers. 

If  you aren’t able to attend either of  the
services, but would nonetheless like to
make a donation, please feel free to give
me a call. 

Anne Graham 0131 667 6331 

GIFT SERVICES 2016
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Opportunities to help again
this year! ‘Transforming lives
through Christian care for
body and soul’. 

Tuesday 1 November  –
2.00pm to 4.30pm - on this
afternoon we will be receiving
and covering shoe boxes/lids
(normal size only) ready to
deliver to the main
Edinburgh/Lothians Sort
Centre at Craigmillar Park
Church.  We would also be
grateful for rolls of  Christmas
paper and/or financial
donations.  Our aim this year is
to deliver 200 covered boxes!

Monday 7 approximately  to
Friday 15 November, 9.30pm
to 4.00pm. Individuals, groups
and friends are welcome at Craigmillar
Park Church Halls to help sort the boxes
to ensure each box passes customs
regulations; and also to add a Bible
storybook for children, a language-
appropriate book for teenagers or a
calendar with Bible verses for adults.   Last
year 1,000 boxes were checked each day
and with great support the mega-sort was
completed ahead of  time!   Details of
times will be confirmed in Sunday
intimations nearer the start date.

Fill a box!   If  you would like to fill a shoe
box with prescribed Christmas gifts for
those living in poverty in Albania,
Bulgaria, Hungary, Kosovo, Moldova,
Pakistan, Romania, Serbia and Ukraine
you are welcome to do so – and if  you
can’t cover your own box please take a

pre-covered one from the top shelf  in the
Halls Entrance. There are leaflets
(essential) on a table, listing the required
contents and the form to attach to the top
of  your box showing age and gender of
the intended recipient.   Forms can also be
printed from the website:
www.blythswood.org/shoebox-appeal   

The on-line videos are also very worth
watching. 

‘It is not difficult to choose gifts for
people who have so little.  Things we take
for granted can often be luxuries for
people living in desperate poverty’. 

Thank you all!

Marjory Grant and 
Anne Sturrock  

BLYTHSWOOD CHRISTMAS SHOEBOX APPEAL
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If  I had been born in Malawi I would be
dead by now. For I am 64 and the life
expectancy in Malawi is 59.

High mortality rates for under 5s, high
maternal mortality rates, prevalence of
HIV/AIDs, malaria, TB, and
schistosomiasis all contribute to low life
expectancy.  Poor educational attainment
especially for girls, poverty, and crop
failures due to floods followed by drought
also contribute.

Or perhaps I can illustrate this in a rather
more personal way!

When I was four years old I developed
Rheumatic Fever, an old fashioned
infectious disease which can affect the
heart. But after several weeks in hospital
and continuous courses of  penicillin I
made a full recovery. Many children under
five die in Malawi of  infectious diseases
especially in the rural areas where there
are so few doctors and hospitals. So in
Malawi I would not have seen my fifth
birthday.

When I had my first baby I required an
assisted delivery by an experienced
obstetrician wielding a pair of  forceps!
Andrew was born safe and sound and I
had no problems after the delivery.
Obstructed labours such as mine in
Malawi can result in devastating effects for
young mothers. Often after many days in
labour there is a stillbirth. But there can
also be terrible internal damage to the
mother. So in Malawi, had I survived the
delivery, I would have been left
incontinent of  both faeces and urine. I
would then have been abandoned by my
husband and shunned by my village. I
would not have survived long. This is the
kind of  thing that happens when women
do not have access to good antenatal care.

I had a good education, entered Medical
School, and worked as a GP. None of  this
would have been possible had I been born
in rural Malawi. Education is not
compulsory in Malawi. Feeding
programmes in primary schools for
children encourage attendance but
secondary education has to be paid for.

TRIMALAWI CHALLENGE



Poor families cannot afford this and
certainly not for girls. Illiteracy runs at
50%. So although I was one of  2,000
doctors working in Edinburgh, in Mulanje
District, which has a similar population to
Edinburgh, there may be as few as 6
doctors. This year the government could
not afford to employ any of  the newly
trained graduates from Medical school so
they had to look for jobs in neighbouring
countries.

But I am alive and healthy and I can ride a
bike, kayak and climb mountains. So we
kayaked on Lake Malawi. It was a beautiful
sunny day, the waters were calm and we
watched sea eagles drifting overhead. We
landed on a little island from where we
snorkelled and marvelled at all the brightly
coloured little fish in the lake. Then we
feasted on barbecued sausages. Sunset
over the lake made for an idyllic African
scene.

We were strongly advised not to swim
from the beach in front of  our hotel,
because of  the risk of  schistosomiasis.
Snails that lurk in the reeds along the
shore release tiny worms that burrow into
human skin enter the blood stream and
then cause havoc with bladder, bowel and
liver. However Malawian fishermen work
along the shore and we watched young
boys waist deep in the water fishing with a
net. The women come down to the shore
to wash plates, cooking utensils, and
clothes.

That night we slept well under our
mosquito nets, having earlier in the
evening smothered ourselves in Mosiguard
to keep the mosquitos at bay. Malaria is
very common in Malawi and claims many
lives. The hospital wards fill up with
children in the rainy season.

Our two days of  cycling took us past
villages in the rural areas. We watched as
villagers filled up their plastic buckets with
water from the local pump. 30% of
villages in Malawi still do not have a water
pump.

We were very careful always to drink
bottled water and did not even trust the
water supply enough to brush our teeth in
it. I still managed to come down with a
bout of  food poisoning despite such
precautions.

The roads were on the whole tarmacked
but there are potholes and flooding has
caused serious erosion at the roadside. We
were careful to ride single file as minibuses
full of  passengers raced past us, and
lorries with doubtful braking systems
thundered by. Road accidents are all too
common.

In all the villages we would encounter
groups of  raggedy children, smiling and
laughing as they looked at the photos we
took of  them. But how many of  them had
mothers or fathers? There are so many
orphans because of  HIV/AIDs. And
what about those lovely smiles? Children
in Malawi are just as fond of  sugar as
Scottish children. They love to chew sugar
cane. They do not possess toothbrushes,
or have access to dentists; they do have a
lot of  tooth decay.

The dramatic scenery of  Mount Mulanje
was our reward for two hard days cycling.
At the foot of  the mountains we cycled
through luxuriant green tea plantations on
red gravelly roads. This was in contrast to
the dry dusty land affected by drought and
barren of  the usual maize crops. There
will be no maize stored this year to see the
villagers through the next few months.
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The tea will be sold and an Indian
company will reap the profits.

Climbing Mount Mulanje was a
wonderful experience for us. We
reached a wide plateau with higher
peaks beyond. Our path eventually
led us to a mountain hut where we
spent the night.  Wrapped in our
sleeping bags we gazed up at a star
studded African sky. I don’t think I’ve
ever seen so many stars as we saw
that night.

Porters had carried our sleeping bags and
supplies up the mountain. Our guides had
excellent English and so we heard their
stories. This one’s father had died of
malaria, another of  a snake bite, both
fathers at an early age. So these young men
were now heads of  familys looking after
mothers and siblings. One guide had been
studying IT at college but had to drop out
when the government doubled the fees:
intelligent, kind young men helping us up
and down the mountain. We descended
safely thanks to our porters and guides
and threw ourselves into a lovely pool
beneath an impressive waterfall before
returning to our lodge. Our TriMalawi
Challenge was complete.

Next day we visited Mulanje Mission
Hospital. We have nothing but respect for
the work being carried out there. Progress
is being made in the fight against
HIV/AIDS and malaria. Funds from
EMMS help support many worthwhile
projects including training nurses in
palliative care, and extending outreach
child and maternity services in the rural
communities.

Then we were invited by the Mulanje
Mission Church to celebrate EMMS’ 175th
Anniversary. The service took place at

7.00am and was conducted in English.
Four small Malawian choirs enhanced the
service with rich African voices and were
no less impressive despite lack of
amplification due to the power cut. James
Wells, the CEO of  EMMS gave a talk on
the history of  EMMS and the scope of  its
work. The Rev Dr Billy Gama preached a
sermon encouraging us all to be thankful.
We were presented with three banners
painted by a local artist. We were then
invited to the front of  the church and
asked to introduce ourselves before
shaking hands with the entire
congregation! A live chicken was gifted by
a member of  the congregation to the
visiting dignitary!

We hope this article has given you some
insight into how much the work of
EMMS is valued by those at Mulanje
Mission hospital. Because of  your
generous support these desperately needed
health care projects can continue. Thank
you very much.

Donations can still be made up until the
31 December 2016. Should you wish to do
so, you can give cash or a cheque [payable
to EMMS International (Malawi)] to Jean
or Alastair, or use the MyDonate website:
https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/jeanleitch1

Jean and 



NEWS

WHO NEEDS
A STORK

WHEN MAF
CAN SERVE?

Morley Sewell 

Our mid-week services are appreciated by the less mobile in
our community, some of  whom no longer manage to join us
at Sunday Worship.  

Assistance is given on arriving and leaving and we all remain
seated at tables throughout the afternoon. Everyone is most
welcome in the Upper Hall via West Mayfield level access 

The service will be followed by afternoon tea and
fellowship. 

If  you would appreciate further information please ask your
Pastoral Visitor (PV), Sheila Bryer or Anne Sturrock.

In 2017 we will meet again on Tuesday 14  March.

AFTERNOON
SERVICE-40TH 

REMEMBRANCE
WITH SCOTT MCKENNA 

AND SHEILA BRYER

TUESDAY 8 NOVEMBER
2.30PM – 3.45PM

Anne Sturrock

Mission Aviation Fellowship’s (MAF) female personnel based
in Mount Hagen, Papua New Guinea meet regularly and pack
medevac ‘Care Bags’ containing essential items for mothers
and their newborns. These are then given to patients from
rural villages who need an emergency medical airlift to the
nearest hospital.   A recent instance when these were used
was when a husband living in a remote village had been
concerned about his wife Telebe’s pregnancy.  Something
seemed to be wrong, so he and his heavily pregnant wife set
off  for the long walk through the jungle to see the qualified
staff  at the nearest health centre.  The nurses there diagnosed
a twin pregnancy and, as the town has a landing strip, Telebe
and her husband could be flown by MAF to the town of
Rumginae where they could receive appropriate medical care.  

Give thanks that, although Telebe experienced severe birth
complications, which included massive blood loss and the
need for her baby boy to be resuscitated, Telebe and both
babies survived.  Finally, praise God for MAF’s life saving
medevacs and for the way that the care packages represent yet
another way for MAF to show God’s love to the mothers and
children of  Papua New Guinea.
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FAITH IN OLDER PEOPLE presents an exciting new
approach to the Malcolm Goldsmith Lecture with a
performance by Skimstone Arts. Following the performance,
which will highlight our current collaborative project on
Dementia Friendly Faith Communities, the subject matter will
be open for discussion.

Venue: Hilton Grosvenor Hotel, Edinburgh.

Time: Registration from 1.30pm – Event start 2.00pm –
followed by wine and canape reception.

Cost: £16.00   Email: info@fiop.org.uk 
Website: www.faithinolderpeople.org.uk Tel: 0131 346 7981

MALCOLM
GOLDSMITH
LECTURE

THURSDAY 27 OCTOBER

Anne Mulligan

At our last meeting on 13 September Rev Scott McKenna
paid a warm, full and touching tribute to Rev Elspeth
Dougall.  Presbytery stood in silence to honour a much loved
and respected member of  Presbytery.

World Mission has asked that we inform you of  the
following: For each of  the past three winters, Edinburgh
Direct Aid (EDA) has shipped containers of  clothes to some
70 000 Syrian refugees in Arsal, a town in Lebanon over 5000
feet above sea level with bitterly cold winters.  This year EDA
will be able to send many more to other high altitude
locations in the Northern Bekaa as well as to Arsal as Qatar’s
Red Crescent Organisation is supporting additional
transport.  Between now and Christmas EDA need as much
as possible of  the following:

Winter Coats, Padded Jackets, waterproofs, fleeces,
thermals, woollens, mountain boots, wellingtons,
padded boots, sturdy shoes, socks, gloves, woollen hats,
gloves, new underwear, toiletries (soap, shampoo,
toothpaste, sanitary towels, razors) simple first aid items
(painkillers, plasters, disinfectants) and for EDA self
help workshops and schools - stationary, knitting
materials, fabric, haberdashery, handtools and cash.

Items should be taken to the EDA Warehouse. EDA also
need volunteers to pack and sort at the warehouse.  They also
need drivers with cars or vans to pickup donations.  Please
phone EDA direct (Ian 0785 785 5849) to discuss any other
items you wish to donate (camping gear etc) or any other
ways you wish to help.

PRESBYTERY
REPORT

 
   

   

  

   
     

EDA Warehouse         
16a West Harbour Road 
Edinburgh
EH5 1PN.

0131 552 1545.

Opening Times are Wed,
Sat and Sun - 11am - 
3pm.

Aileen Nimmo



E-LETTER 
DATABASES

Kirstine Baxter

Several times each year e-letters are sent out to our
worshippers.  If  you are not yet receiving these and would
like to do so, please send your email address to the Church
Manager at william@mearns.me asking to be added to either
the '9.30 service' data base or the 'whole congregation' data
base, or both.  

All e-letters are sent out blind copy so your address remains
private. Copies of  e-letters are put on the vestibule notice
board for the benefit of  non e-mailers.

Due to an increase in 2017 and reduction in the discount, the
subscription for 2017 will be £28. Can your subscription
cheques (payable to Mayfield Salisbury Church) please be
dated 1 January 2017, for banking early in 2017, and left for
Peter Grant in the pigeon holes at the halls entrance, before
30 October.  

The opportunity to contribute to our support for the
Salvation Army homelessness project in Niddry Street takes
place on the second Sunday of  the month before the
10.45am service.  Contributions of  non-perishable foods,
clothes and toiletries, as well as cash, are welcome on the
following dates:

9 October, 13 November and 11 December. 

Put the dates in your diary!  Thanks for your support.

LIFE AND
WORK 2017

Peter Grant

SALVATION
ARMY 

REGENR8

Diana Tudhope

There will be the opportunity to donate to Poppy Scotland at
both Morning Services on Sundays 6 and 13 November; and
also at the Afternoon Service on Tuesday 8 November when
boxes of  Poppies and Donation Tins  will be placed on the
front pews. 

POPPIES

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

Morven Cadell 

Sunday School is looking for new volunteers to work with
the various age groups. No experience necessary but an
interest in story telling and children's activities is essential. All
Sunday School volunteers must complete a PVG (Protecting
Vulnerable Groups) check.

For further information please ask to speak to Boyd
McAdam, Heather Mole, Morven Cadell or Barbara Mole.
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During the course of  September Mayfield
Salisbury Church has welcomed leaders
from many different religions to tell us
about the beauty in their faiths.

The Beauty in Islam We got off  to an
excellent start on Sunday 4 September
when Imam Yahya Barry from Edinburgh
Central Mosque joined us for morning
worship. He had selected some verses
from the Qur’an and then gave an address
on the Beauty in Islam. He did so by
recounting several of  the stories from
sacred Islamic texts. For example, the
Prophet Mohammed, amidst the chaos
after a battle, drew attention to a mother
seeking out and breastfeeding her infant.
He used this beautiful image to explain
how God envelops us in his love and
mercy even amidst all the chaos and strife
of  life. This gives us hope and it is our
duty to respond as agents of  positivity to
change this world for the better. Another
striking image from the Qur’an is of  Mary
giving birth to Jesus, the beauty of  which
lies in its humanity. He went on to say that
it is our humanity which unites us and we
must not let others divide us. He had
started his address by saying he had never
imagined that he would be asked to come

and stand in a Christian pulpit to talk
about his faith, and ended by expressing
heartfelt gratitude for the honour of
doing so, an experience for which he
could find no equal.

The Beauty in Sikhism That evening
Dharmveer Singh, from the Edinburgh
Gurdwara, spoke about Sikhism in an
informative and entertaining address, full

of  wit and fun. We learned that Sikhs have
certain modes of  dress and objects which
they have with them at all times to aid
their observance of  the correct path. The
five 'K's are Kesh (uncut hair), Kara (iron
bracelet), Kanga (wooden comb), Kaccha
(cotton underwear) and Kirpan (steel
knife), each with a special significance. For
example, the iron bracelet 'handcuffs'
Sikhs to God, reminding them constantly
that hands should only ever do good.
They are taught to guard against the five
sins of  lust, greed, anger, attachment and
ego. Dharmveer described how he rises
very early in the morning to pray in
solitude. Gradually, through personal
prayer and weekly meetings of  meditation
and chanting he has become less
distracted by the world and lives life
connected more with the 'One', with God.

THE FESTIVAL OF FAITHS SEPTEMBER 2016

Iman Yahya Barry with Revd Scott McKenna

Dharmveer Singh from the Edinburgh Gurdwara



He combined self-deprecation and light-
heartedness with warmth and sincerity,
and we left much better informed of  the
Beauty in Sikhism.

The Beauty in Mysticism On Sunday 11
September our own minister, Scott
McKenna preached on the beauty in
Mysticism. He described the beautiful
story of  the young Moses encountering
God on the mountainside and the images
contained within the writings of  Paul and
John as ‘doorways to the Divine’. Through
the use of  spiritual imagination, prayer
and meditation the mystics directly
encounter the Holy One. Scott finds
beauty in the way in which the spiritual
journeys of  mystics across all faiths
converge. He quoted from Islamic poetry,

and from writers as diverse as Dionysius
in the sixth century, George Matheson,
the Church of  Scotland blind poet
preacher and Thomas Merton the
American Trappist Monk to illustrate the
beauty of  Mysticism. He went on to say
that mystics such as Thomas Aquinas saw
beauty in Nature. This too can be seen in
the parables of  Jesus. In the words of
Karl Rahner, the Roman Catholic
theologian: ‘The Christian of  the future
will be a mystic, or the Church will have
no future.’

Islam: Diversity and WomenWithin our
own congregation we have in Carole
Hillenbrand a world expert on Islam. Not
only is she Emeritus Professor of  Islamic
History, but she is the first non-Muslim
recipient of  the King Faisal Prize in
Islamic Studies, the highest scholarly prize
in the Arab world. We were therefore
delighted that on the evening of  11
September she gave a lecture on Islam:
Diversity and Women. Western media judge
Muslims by their practices with regard to
gender rather than by their religion, but
the diversity within the Muslim world
forbids glib global generalisations. What
does the Qur’an have to say? It specifically
treats men and women equally in respect
of  their spirituality and tells how two
important women in the Muslim faith,
Mary the mother of  Jesus, and Fatima, the
Prophet Mohammed’s daughter, are
examples of  how women can make a
distinct contribution to Islam. Turning to
Muslim women today, Professor
Hillenbrand explained the centrality of
family life, the reasons arranged
marriages remain the norm and the

varied reasons why many Muslim women
actively choose to wear the hijab. On
education, she highlighted the
international spectrum, from shockingly
low literacy rates for women in Pakistan to

Revd Scott McKenna at the grave of  
Revd George  Matheson in 2015

Professor Carole Hillenbrand

19



high levels of  education in some Middle
Eastern countries. Finally, she sketched
some famous contemporary Muslim
women, including Heads of  State, where
Muslim majority countries have a better
record than in the West. The breadth and
depth covered by Professor Hillenbrand
was immense, leaving the considerable
audience much better informed on this
important topic.

The Beauty in Christianity On Sunday
18 September John Armes, Bishop of
Edinburgh began by saying that the Beauty
in Christianity was a wonderful title,
acknowledging that within Christianity
there was indeed a huge amount of  beauty.
He felt that two stories told by Jesus took
him to the heart of  the Christian faith.
Firstly, the Prodigal Son which illustrates
the great and overflowing grace of  God
and points to the beauty and immensity of
the love of  God. Secondly, the Good
Samaritan which tells how we should
respond to others with equal generosity.
But most beautiful of  all is Jesus himself
and how if  we are prepared to follow his
teachings we will find purpose and
meaning in our lives.

Bishop John touched on why he is a
Scottish Episcopalian and what he finds

beautiful in his church. He spoke of  his
love of  the liturgy, the centrality and
regularity of  the Eucharist, the choral
music, the traditions, its Bishops, its
struggles to be inclusive, its concern over
the human and natural world and its
spirituality. He is drawn to that theology
which applies its critical faculty to
scripture and interprets the spirit rather
than the literal word. He believes that one
of  the greatest beauties in Christianity is
its people and their diversity, and he
thanked God for our differences that
contribute to the richness of  the Church
of  God.

The Beauty in Buddhism By contrast,
that evening we had a talk on the Beauty in
Buddhism from Bryan Webb, Facilitator in
Mindfulness.  Bryan is a member of  the
Wild Geese Sangha (Sangha means
community), which follows the teachings
of  Thich Nhat Hanh who was a
Vietnamese Buddhist Monk and peace
activist. The Dalai Lama, when asked
about Buddhism summed it up thus: ‘My
religion is very simple. My religion is
kindness.’ Buddhism is about the heart or
Buddha Nature. It is about learning
compassion for self  and others. It is
understanding that our true home is here
and now. Mindfulness is to know what’s

Bishop John Armes with Revd Scott McKenna

Bryan Webb, Facilitator in Mindfulness
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happening while it’s happening without
preference. The first step is to love and
take care of  one’s self, to cultivate the
seeds of  love within us. The Buddha saw
into the nature of  things whilst he sat
meditating under the Bodhi tree, and he
taught the Four Noble Truths: suffering,
the cause of  suffering, the cessation of
suffering, and the path to liberation from
suffering. In Buddhism the practice of
meditation begins by ‘inviting the bell’:
‘Listen, listen the wonderful sound of  the
bell takes me back to my true home’.
Bryan then led us in a brief  period of
meditation when we concentrated on
breathing in and smiling as we exhaled.
This was a truly beautiful experience.

The Beauty in Judaism On the final
Sunday of  our Festival of  Faiths, Rabbi
Mark Solomon of  the Edinburgh Liberal
Jewish Community joined our morning
services and preached on the Beauty in
Judaism. Originally trained as a Rabbi in
the Orthodox Jewish community, he
rejected their claim that Jewish souls are
more special than non-Jewish souls, and
has now embraced Liberal Judaism which
is inclusive of  all. He had noticed, and
been very taken with, our stone outside
the church halls bearing a Hebrew script
which he translated as ‘The Lord shall

Sing’. One of  the beauties of  Judaism is
their music, and with a wonderful singing
voice he treated us to sung Scripture. He
spoke of  how Jews regard their sacred
texts as the Word of  God to be wrestled
with and argued over, even to the extent
of  arguing with God. For Jews, their
specific customs and practices, whether it
be the traditional family meal, songs and
prayers on the Sabbath or how they
celebrate festivals like Rosh Hashanah
(New Year), are symbols of  hope and
renewal so crucial in their many times of
trial. They are able to find the divine and
the holy in the everyday which he dubbed
‘normal mysticism’. Finally he explained
that the Rosh Hashanah ceremony
includes the blowing of  the Shofar, or
Ram’s Horn, a tradition dating back to the
time of  Abraham, which can be both a cry
of  anguish for what cannot be spoken,
and a shout of  joy and triumph. The
sound of  the Shofar ringing through the
Sanctuary brought a dramatic conclusion
to a sermon of  wisdom and beauty.

The Beauty in the Baha’i Faith  The
final talk was delivered on Sunday evening
by Francesco Cappellari, an Italian scholar
studying for a PhD in Edinburgh and a
member of  the Baha’i community. The
Baha’i faith was founded in nineteenth

Rabbi Mark Solomon with Revd Scott McKenna

Francesco Cappellari with Revd Scott McKenna
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century Persia by Baha’u’llah. Baha’u’llah
means Light (or Beauty) of  God and
Baha’i means follower of  Baha’u’llah. Its
three concepts are the Oneness of  God,
of  religion and of  humanity. It teaches
that all religions come from the same
source and have the same destination, and
Baha’i claims to be the 4th Abrahamic
Faith. Baha’i adherents strive to know and
worship God and to achieve unity of
mankind and world peace. The Beauty of
Baha’i can be considered in metaphysical
terms: God is a divine mystery, infinite
and unknowable, nature reflects God and
the heart of  man is a mirror which can
reflect Godly qualities if  pure. The great
religious figures such as Moses, Jesus,
Mohammed and the Buddha were ‘perfect
mirrors’. Ethical beauty describes men and
women striving to improve beauty and
refinement in all their actions. Aesthetic
beauty in any form of  art, e.g. architecture,

dance or music is a tribute to God.
Francesco showed pictures of  the
beautiful buildings and gardens associated
with the holy sites of  Baha’i such as the
shrine of  Bab in Haifa. The numerous
questions from the audience reflected the
interest in this little-known faith, about
which, thanks to Francesco, we are now
much better informed.                                                 

* * * * *

Without exception, every speaker was
genuinely grateful, indeed moved, to be
invited into Mayfield Salisbury Church by
Revd Scott McKenna to share their
religion with us. We in turn have been
educated, entertained, enriched and also
moved by these shared spiritual
experiences. An enormous thanks to all
the speakers and particularly to Scott for
this inspirational Festival of  Faiths.

The Kirk Session has agreed that the
necessary restoration of  the windows in
the west gable, the
Nativity window in the
North Transept and the
replacement of  the
draughty glass doors at
the Mayfield Road
entrance be treated as a
special project (like the
original restoration of
the sanctuary and
manse). 

This means that we are
looking for financial
support from the congregation for these
works in order to preserve the Church's

financial reserves, some of  which are
already being applied in the essential

repairs to the Church
stonework and for the re-
roofing of  Church House. 

If  you are able to support
this special project please
pick up a leaflet explaining
the proposed works and the
contribution form at one of
the Church entrances or by
request to the Church
Manager on  0131 667 1522
or william@mearns.me 

Angus McIntyre

SANCTUARY RENOVATION PROJECT PHASE 2



The Kirk Session met on 6 September
2016 when the following items were
discussed:

MATTERS ARISING

Crossreach Crispen Longden of
Crossreach had attended Church on
Sunday 28 August to promote the work of
Crossreach and to thank us for including
the charity in our donations programme.

Correspondence was received from
William and Donna Mearns thanking
Session for its continued support and
expressing appreciation of  the
improvements to Church House and their
flat. The Clerk had received notice from
Rosemary Street of  her resignation from
the eldership of  Mayfield Salisbury
following her move to Greyfriars’ Kirk.

Spiritual Growth Fund Prompted by an
enquiry from a Church member regarding
funding for a course in spirituality, it was
reported that this fund contains £20,000.
After discussion it was agreed that: 1. The
Minister, the Business Convener and the
Clerk should comprise a committee to
consider requests to the fund; 2. The
committee should advertise and seek
formal applications (which should state
how the use of  an award from the Fund
would benefit the applicant and the
Church congregation); 3. Beneficiaries
from the fund should be kept confidential
by the committee.

BUSINESS

New Members Session resolved to add
to the Roll Angus Duncan, Steve
Holehouse, Valerie Holehouse and

Winifred Hodge. The Roll Keeper would
write to them.

Appreciation of  Revd Elspeth Dougall
Session wished to record its great
appreciation of  Elspeth Dougall. She was
a coordinator in the Pastoral Visiting
team, had the role of  welcoming new
members which she performed very well
and was a great help to the Minister. She
will be much missed.

Interim Organist Dorien Schouten has
been employed as interim organist,
starting on 11 September to  the end of
December. Advertising for a permanent
appointment will be reviewed following
on from the congregational gathering.

Chamber Organ The owner of  the
Chamber Organ has intimated that he
intends to sell it. 

Festival of  Science and Religion 2017
It was proposed and agreed that we hold
this festival in September 2017. Since this
was last held five years ago both scientific
and religious issues have moved on. 

Sherlaw Fund The committee made one
award in 2015 which was to Miles
Peterson for his extended visit to Laos
which was reported recently in Grapevine.
In 2016 a more modest award was made
to Kirsty Blackwood for her visit to China
to gain experience in speaking Mandarin.
The committee is anxious to secure more
good applications and requests Session to
help find young people who are going
overseas to developing countries to do
good works, particularly with children or
disadvantaged persons.

SESSION MATTERS
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Congregational Gathering 1  October
The issue of  free tickets for the Gathering
had started on 4 September. An external
facilitator, Ian McKenzie is employed for
the event to make the most of  the
opportunity.  He will encourage people to
contribute their views. He is to lead the
Gathering and to write up the results
(Stage 1). Once we have considered his
report we can decide whether or not to
take advantage of  his support over the
following six months when, through an
inquiry group, we would continue the
process, begun at the Gathering, of
collecting information of  ‘what works
well’ and ‘how it could be even better’
(Stage 2). Session approved the proposed
fee for Stage 1 and Stage 2 along with the
cost of  the hire of  the hall and
refreshments.

Sanctuary Renovation Project
Phase 2 Just under £19,000 had been
raised.  The stained glass windows will be
removed in October and reinstated in
December. The contract for the
replacement of  the  front West Sanctuary
doors is about to be awarded.

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS

Business Committee (BC) Business
Convener Alvin Jackson reported on the
Business Committee meeting which had
taken place the previous evening:

Youth Worker An advertisement for this
post had been placed on the church
website and one will go into Life and
Work. The closing date is early November
and the expectation is to make the
appointment by Christmas with the start
date early January 2017.

Finance The Treasurer will submit a

paper to Session in December regarding
our investment strategy.

Data Protection Anne Robertson has put
a ferocious amount of  work into
preparing our Data Protection Policy. She
will now confer with other members of
BC with the intention of  finalising the
policy before Christmas.

Mission Fund The BC had been asked to
authorise payments from the Mission
Fund to two Scottish charities and whilst
BC was willing to authorise the payments
(subject to Session’s approval) this request
has raised the question of  governance of
that fund. It was agreed by Session after
discussion that a framework needs to be
put in place for this fund and that the
governance issue is to be addressed before
the payments to the two proposed
charities are considered. The Minister, the
Business Convener and the Clerk were
charged with considering the governance
of  this fund.

Christian Aid (CA) In Hilary Watkinson’s
absence Neil Newton presented the CA
report. He thanked everyone who had
given so generously to the Malawi appeal
which had raised £1574.82. With the
generous addition of  £1500 from the
Salisbury Fund, more than £3000 could be
handed over  before gift aid. 

On Saturday 8 October, an Auction of
Talents is to be held.  Members of  Session
were encouraged to offer their talents. 

The Jam and Jelly Sale is to be held on
Sunday, October 2 after the Creation
Covenant Service. Donations would be
collected on the previous Sunday or on
Saturday, October 1 from 10.00am to
12.00noon. (It was observed however that
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this timing clashed with the
Congregational Gathering).

A Cake and Coffee Morning was planned
for Saturday 19 November where
Christmas cards would be on sale and
there would be a small craft stall for
Christmas gifts.

First Friday Friends (‘FFF’) FFF are
gearing up for another year. They felt it

appropriate to cancel their meeting on 2
September  owing to overlap with the
funeral service for Elspeth Dougall who
was one of  their volunteers and had made
a huge contribution to their work.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING: 11
October 2016.

The meeting then closed with the
Benediction at 9.05pm.

28th Braid Scout Group
Coffee Morning
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
October
Sun 2 9.30am All-Age Worship (SSM))

10.45am Morning Service:  Creation Covenant (SSM)
7.00pm Communion round the Table (SSM)

Tues 4 9.30am Morning Prayers in the sanctuary
Sat 8 7.30pm Christian Aid:  Silent Auction
Sun 9 9.30am All-Age Worship & Baptism (SSM)

10.45am Morning Service:  20th Sunday after Trinity (SSM)
7.00pm Evening Service (SB)

Tues 11 9.30am Morning Prayers in the sanctuary
Sun 16 9.30am All-Age Worship (Very Revd Dr Gilleasbuig Macmillan)

10.45am Morning Service:  21st Sunday after Trinity (GM)
7.00pm Evening Service (SB)

Tues 18 9.30am Morning Prayers in the sanctuary
Sun 23 9.30am All-Age Worship & Baptism (SSM)

10.45am Morning Service:  22nd Sunday after Trinity (SSM)
7.00pm Communion round the Table (SSM)

Tues 25 9.30am Morning Prayers in the sanctuary
Sun 30 9.30am All-Age Worship (SSM)

10.45am Morning Service:  23rd Sunday after Trinity (SSM)
7.00pm Communion round the Table (SSM)

November
Tues 1 9.30am Morning Prayers in the sanctuary
Sun 6 9.30am All-Age Worship (SSM)

10.45am Morning Service:  24th Sunday after Trinity (SSM)
7.00pm Service of  Remembering (SSM)

Tues 8 9.30am Morning Prayers in the sanctuary
2.30pm Afternoon Service:  Remembrance (SB/SSM)

Sun 13 9.30am All-Age Worship (SSM)
10.45am Morning Service:  Remembrance Sunday (SSM)
7.00pm Evening Service (SB)

Tues 15 9.30am Morning Prayers in the sanctuary
Sun 20 9.30am All-Age Worship (SSM)

10.45am Morning Service:  Christ the King (Revd Canon Fred Tomlinson)
7.00pm Communion round the Table (SSM)

Tues 22 9.30am Morning Prayers in the sanctuary
Sun 27 9.30am All-Age Worship (SSM)

10.45am Morning Service:  Advent Sunday & Gift Service (SSM)
7.00pm Communion round the Table (SSM)

Tues 29 9.30am Morning Prayers in the sanctuary



Oct. 2 Isaiah 63,64 / Hebrews 13
Oct. 3 Isaiah 65,66 / John 1
Oct. 4 Jeremiah 1,2 / Psalms 112,113
Oct. 5 Jeremiah 3,4 / John 2
Oct. 6 Jeremiah 5,6 / John 3
Oct. 7 Jeremiah 7,8 / Psalms 114,115
Oct. 8 Jeremiah 9,10 / John 4
Oct. 9 Jeremiah 11,12 / John 5
Oct. 10 Jeremiah 13,14 / John 6
Oct. 11 Jeremiah 15,16 / Psalm 116
Oct. 12 Jeremiah 17,18 / John 7
Oct. 13 Jeremiah 19,20 / John 8
Oct. 14 Jeremiah 21,22 / Psalms 117,118
Oct. 15 Jeremiah 23,24 / John 9
Oct. 16 Jeremiah 25,26 / John 10
Oct. 17 Jeremiah 27,28 / John 11
Oct. 18 Jeremiah 29-31 / Psalm 119: 1-24
Oct. 19 Jeremiah 32,33 / John 12
Oct. 20 Jeremiah 34,35 / John 13
Oct. 21 Jeremiah 36,37 / Psalm 119: 25-48
Oct. 22 Jeremiah 38,39 / John 14
Oct. 23 Jeremiah 40,41 / John 15
Oct. 24 Jeremiah 42,43 / John 16
Oct. 25 Jeremiah 44-46 / Psalm 119: 49-72
Oct. 26 Jeremih 47,48 / John 17
Oct. 27 Jeremiah 49,50 / John 18
Oct. 28 Jeremiah 51,52 / Psalm 119: 73-96
Oct. 29 Lamentations 1,2 / John 19
Oct. 30 Lamentations 3-5 / John 20
Oct. 31 Ezekiel 1 / John 21
Nov. 1 Ezekiel 2,3 / Psalm 119: 97-120
Nov. 2 Ezekiel 4,5 / James 1

Nov. 3 Ezekiel 6,7 / James 2
Nov. 4 Ezekiel 8,9 / Psalm 119: 121-144
Nov. 5 Ezekiel 10,11 / James 3
Nov. 6 Ezekiel 12,13 / James 4
Nov. 7 Ezekiel 14,15 / James 5
Nov. 8 Ezekiel 16,17 / Psalms 119: 145-176
Nov. 9 Ezekiel 18,19 / I Peter 1
Nov. 10 Ezekiel 20,21 / I Peter 2
Nov. 11 Ezekiel 22,23 / Psalms 120-122
Nov. 12 Ezekiel 24,25 / I Peter 3
Nov. 13 Ezekiel 26,27 / I Peter 4
Nov. 14 Ezekiel 28,29 / I Peter 5
Nov. 15 Ezekiel 30,31 / Psalms 123-125
Nov. 16 Ezekiel 32,33 / II Peter 1
Nov. 17 Ezekiel 34,35 / II Peter 2
Nov. 18 Ezekiel 36,37 / Psalms 126-128
Nov. 19 Ezekiel 38,39 / II Peter 3
Nov. 20 Ezekiel 40,41 / I John 1
Nov. 21 Ezekiel 42,43 / I John 2
Nov. 22 Ezekiel 44,45 / Psalms 129-131
Nov. 23 Ezekiel 46,47 / I John 3
Nov. 24 Ezekiel 48 / I John 4
Nov. 25 Daniel 1-3 / Psalms 132-134
Nov. 26 Daniel 4,5 / I John 5
Nov. 27 Daniel 6,7 / II John
Nov. 28 Daniel 8,9 / III John
Nov. 29 Daniel 10-12 / Psalms 135,136
Nov. 30 Hosea 1,2 / Jude 1
Dec. 1 Hosea 3-6 / Revelation 1
Dec. 2 Hosea 7,8 / Psalms 137,138
Dec. 3 Hosea 9,10 / Revelation 2
Dec. 4 Hosea 11,12 / Revelation 3
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October
Mon 3 Flotterstone – Glencorse Resevoir 3 miles Jenny McCallum 667 2888

9.47am 102 Dumfries bus at Morningside Station   

Sat 15 East Linton – North Berwick 7.5 miles  Susan Wooding 667 2754  
9.30am 107 Dunbar bus at Waterloo Place 

November
Thur 3 East Linton to Dunbar - level walk 4.5 miles Molly Woolgar 667 2688

9.30am 107 Dunbar bus at Waterloo Place 

Sat 12 St Giles to Whitehouse Rd, Barnton 5-6 miles Bob McNie        667 9391
10am at West Door of  St Giles High Kirk

Mon 28 Lochend Park 3 miles Isabel Smith 667 6336
10.00am at Church for 49 bus.

MAYFIELD MILERS - UPCOMING WALKS



Minister 
Revd Scott S McKenna SMcKenna@churchofscotland.org.uk 667 1286

Pastoral Assistant 
Sheila Bryer s.bryer@btinternet.com 672 2232 

Church Manager
William Mearns william@mearns.me 667 1522 

Organist
Dorien Schouten dorienschouten@gmail.com 0747 218 8898

Session Clerk 
Angus McIntyre angusbmcintyre@gmail.com 557 8458

Treasurer
John Graham culkein@btinternet.com 667 6331

Gift Aid Donations
Hugh Somerville hs.somerville@btinternet.com 667 9797

Roll Keeper
Hugh Somerville hs.somerville@btinternet.com 667 9797

Copy Date for next issue: 7.30pm on Friday 25 November 2016

Church Address:
18 West Mayfield, Edinburgh, EH9 1TQ

Church Telephones:
Office 667 1522
Mayfield Radio 667 7742

Grapevine Submissions
c/o William Mearns - 667 1522 
william@mearns.me

Grapevine Distribution
Distribution: Janet Moncur - 664 3918
williammoncur@btinternet.com

Pastoral Care
For Home or Hospital visits, please con-
tact Sheila Bryer - 672 2232 
s.bryer@btinternet.com

Church Office
By Appointment 667 1522 or
william@mearns.me

Staff Days Off
Minister: Mondays (generally)
Church Manager: Monday PM & Friday
Print Run: Web 
This run 0 Total so far 510 (inc. drafts)

WHO’S WHO IN MAYFIELD SALISBURY

M
a
y
fi
e
ld

 S
a
li
sb

u
ry

 P
a
ri

sh
 (

Ed
in

b
u
rg

h
) 

C
h
u
rc

h
 o

f 
S
co

tl
a
n
d
 S

co
tt
is

h
 C

h
a
ri

ty
 N

u
m

b
e
r 

S
C

0
0

0
78

5




