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Dear Friends,

Over the past month I have had the
privilege of  sharing my faith in two quite
different settings.   At the first I was
invited by the Society of  the Sacred Heart
of  Jesus to reflect upon mysticism in the
Abrahamic traditions:  Judaism,
Christianity and Islam.   It was good to be
among the sisters of  the order and
together explore mystical spirituality.
Among other things, I quoted the Islamic
poet, the Sufi mystic, Rumi.   He said:

The quieter you become, 
the more you are able to hear.

Let silence take you to the core of  life.

You are not a drop in the ocean.   
You are the entire ocean in a drop.

At the second, I was a guest at a
Multicultural Dinner hosted by the student
Muslim Society of  Heriot Watt University.
As a Christian, it was an uplifting
experience to share in their celebratory
dinner and experience firsthand the
confidence of  faith lived by so many
Muslims.   The Islamic students were from
Saudi Arabia, Pakistan, the US, Yemen,
Syria, Russia, Canada, India, Scotland,
England and other countries besides.   The
evening began with verses sung from the
Qur’an and later there was entertainment,
including an excellent magician!   

As our faith traditions live in ever closer
proximity in the world, the need for
genuine, honest religious cooperation and
dialogue becomes increasingly important.
While all three Abrahamic faiths are

monotheistic, there are obvious
differences:  Christians accept the
prophets of  the Hebrew Bible (Old
Testament), but Jews do not accept Jesus
as a prophet; Muslims accept Jesus as a
prophet but Christians do not accept
Mohammed as a prophet.   

Are we open to hearing the Silence of  the
Sacred in places that are new to us?   As a
minister in the Reformed tradition of  the
Church, it was a true blessing to encounter
God in the lives of  the sisters of  the
Sacred Heart and the young Muslims
studying in Edinburgh.

Every blessing,

Scott
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THE MANSE Revd Dr Scott S. McKenna

The Web & The Word

A selection of sermons in audio or
in text preached by Scott can be
found on the Web at: 
www.mayfieldsalisbury.org
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Stand together with mums this
Christian Aid Week

Christian Aid Week this year is 12 to 17
May 2019 and we look forward to inviting
you to the Big Brekkie on 12 May 2019,
between the Services.  The theme this year
is that we show that we stand together
with all Mums around the world. More
information will follow in the next
Grapevine. 

We are planning a Daffodil Morning with
Cakes, Coffee and Chat (or Biscuits, Beans
and a Blether !) in the Spring.  We also aim
to hold another Harvest Festival on the 5
October with craft, coffee and collective
learning.  Please  keep the afternoon of
the 5 October 2019 free in your diaries for
this wonderful event.

We are grateful to all of  you for
supporting our Annual Marmalade Sale.
Sales were up this year and we raised over
£440 thanks to your generosity in giving
your time and talents. 

The Christian Aid Committee enjoys being
part of  the Mayfield Salisbury family and
we look forward to hosting you at our
events this year.

As usual, and to accompany us through
Lent, the Count your Blessings booklet as
published by Christian Aid will be
available. This is published annually by
Christian Aid and the theme for 2019 is
Rise up Against Climate Change.  A
reminder in reflections and prayers to
contemplate our lives and put our faith
into action through daily reflections and
challenges.

Please help yourselves to a copy which will
be available in the West Mayfield entrance
area. A children’s version will also be
available. Let’s Count  our Blessings and
donate to Christian Aid in celebration of
Easter!

Thank you, the Christian Aid Team.

CHRISTIAN AID                 

PRAYER THOUGHTS 

‘For my thoughts are not your
thoughts, nor are your ways my
ways’, says the LORD.

Read: Isaiah 55.8

Floods, mudslides, tsunami, conflict
are just a few of the many
humanitarian emergencies that
Christian Aid partners have
responded to over the past year. 

Give thanks for our effective, fast,
long-term and community-led
approach to emergencies and for
our sister agencies in the Act
Alliance whom we work through
when we don’t have partners
immediately in the area affected.

O God, have mercy on the lands where
the earth has given way, where the
weather has destroyed livelihoods.
Prosper those who rebuild houses and
strengthen those who rebuild hope so
that entire communities may face the
future without fear.  AMEN



Pastoral Care Lunch

On Saturday 16 February we enjoyed a
very happy and delicious lunch which was
held for our pastoral visitors to meet up
with each other and for our church to
express our gratitude to them for their
time and service. Thanks to the
coordinators for organising this, and for
serving lunch.

Our pastoral visitors are allocated and
linked to individual members of  our
congregation or community who have
asked for a visitor. Each pastoral visitor is
allocated a coordinator who is responsible
for them and who communicates
throughout the care team and, along with
Kay our Parish Assistant, organises the
structure of  safe and organised visiting
and care while adhering to good ethics and 

practice.

We also spent some time thinking about
how we could improve the links of
communications in our congregation and
discussed which topics we would be
interested in learning more about in order
to be practising good pastoral care.

We are aware that pastoral care is the
responsibility of  all our members and that
we all need to be vigilant in noticing if
someone hasn’t been at church for a little
while and alerting the ministry staff  or
one of  the pastoral coordinators.

If  you know that someone is having a
special birthday, anniversary or perhaps a
bereavement then please let us know so
that our flower team may respond.
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If  you feel that you would like to have a
pastoral visitor then please speak to Scott,
Kay or one of  our pastoral coordinators.
If  you would like to volunteer as a visitor
then speak to Kay our Pastoral Assistant.

Contact details; 

Kay McIntosh DCS
07903 266 307 
kay@backedge.co.uk

PV group co-ordinators:

Dorothy Cloughley
0131 667 3565
dorothycloughley@googlemail.com

Wendy Mathison 
0131 447 5562
wsmdance3@gmail.com
Anne Mulligan  
0131 664 3426
mulliganne@aol.com

Maggie Ross 
0131 668 3859
maggiejeanross@btinternet.com

Hilary Watkinson
hilary.watkinson@btinternet.com

Changes of  address etc. should continue
to be passed to the roll keeper, Hugh
Somerville.  

Kay

Mayfield Salisbury members will
remember Oliver and Dorothea Stegen,
whose work in East Africa with Wycliffe
Bible Translators has been supported by
this church. Oliver has written to inform
us that the New Testament in Rangi, one
of  the indigenous languages of  Tanzania,
is now being prepared for publication.

In spite of  this good news,which is the
outcome of  years of  devoted work by
Oliver and his team,we have been very
concerned to learn that this achievement
has come at a significant cost to Oliver’s
health.

Throughout the past year he has been
greatly troubled by both physical and
mental symptoms directly related to the

intensity of  the work-load he has
undertaken, which proved to be
unsustainable, and left him struggling to
balance the demands on his limited
energies. Although matters have improved
in recent weeks, he remains markedly
restricted in the time he can spend at the
computer, or engaged in activities which
require a high level of  concentration, such
as proofreading.

Oliver and Dorothea’s many well-wishers
in the church will wish to support them
with their prayers, as we look forward to
the successful completion of  the Rangi
Translation project and for Oliver to
return to his full health and strength.

Colin MacKenzie



Edinburgh University Campus Ministry
(EUCAM)  Looking back over the past
twelve months, we have seen a year of
experimentation, growth in the diversity
of  ministries we are engaged in, and a
growth in the number of  students
participating in the Campus Ministry. We
now have twenty students regularly
attending events, and a larger group of
between thirty and forty who attend from
time to time. In addition, we have worked
with approximately twenty-five adults
through our work in Dumbiedykes estate.

Student Flat The core of  the Campus
Ministry from September 2018 to present
has been a group of  four students living in
community with one another around a
rhythm of  prayer, hospitality, and mission.
The students have participated in the full
range of  our projects and events, and are
supported in their living by one to one
meetings with the Campus Minister, who
helps them discern their giftings, and what
they might be called to do. One flat
member will be attending the upcoming
Church of  Scotland Vocations conference,
and another one is considering ministry
within the Church.

Since the suspension of  worship at Holy
Cross, the flat also serves as our main base
for worship. At our second worship
session recently we were pleased to
welcome five new students with us.

SERVE Edinburgh As the Campus
Ministry has a particular focus on helping
the wider community, we have set up our
own student society to recruit students to
staff  our various projects, as well as
encouraging them to establish their own
initiatives. So far, students have visited
local nursing homes to lead music sessions

as well as visiting the housebound. They
have also helped to run our community
gardening project.

Holyrood Harvest Holyrood Harvest
community gardening project was the first
ministry we established in September
2017, and continues to grow figuratively
and literally. We are nearing completion of
our largest garden site at the SKELF Bike
Park at the top of  Dumbiedykes, and were
pleased just this week to have four new
student volunteers turn up. Each week
after gardening we share a free lunch
together at the Greyfriars Charteris
Centre, and opportunities are opened up
for inviting folk to other EUCAM events.

Community Meals From April 2018, we
have had a partnership with the charity
Cyrenians to host a community cook club
for students, local residents, and
vulnerable adults. Our students did the
majority of  the cooking and cleaning up,
and had the opportunity to serve those
from outwith their normal friendship
groups. The Cook Club moved to the
Braidwood Centre in Dumbiedykes in
September 2018, and we have continued
to support it with personnel and finance.

Holy Cross Holy Cross was launched in
April 2018 at the Greyfriars Charteris
Centre, and has served as the main
expression of  the worshipping aspect of
the Campus Ministry. It has been
supported by members from local Church
of  Scotland churches, along with some of
our Christian students. Worship was
launched on the premise that SERVE
would attain society status, and that we
would therefore have access to
recruitment at the Fresher’s Fair. As this
did not happen we have had to rely on
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word of  mouth alone, and have only been
able to attract four new Christian students
and three non-Christian students. This,
taken with timetabling issues at the
Greyfriars Charteris Centre, has meant
that we have had to suspend meeting for
the time being, and have sought to
worship as a purely student group
elsewhere. We may begin worshipping
again formally in September, but this will
depend on circumstances nearer the time.

Debate with Humanist Society We have
now held three events with the Edinburgh
University Humanist Society, debating the
origins of  the Universe, the rationality of
faith, and other aspects of  science and
religion. In addition to exposing students
to new perspectives, these events attracted
a number of  non-Christian students, who
have become involved with our other
projects. We have had approximately 50
different students take part in these
debates.

Thursday Pub Chats In addition to this
dialogue with the Humanist Society, we
have also recently started up more
informal Thursday pub chats at the Teviot
Student Union, where we discuss a range

of  topical issues including spirituality,
politics, and the nature of  love.

Christianity and Mental Health Finally,
we are starting up a new series of  talks
and interactive sessions looking at the
origins of  poor mental health in
contemporary society, and what we can do
as the Church to help people overcome
anxiety, depression, and other forms of
mental ill-health. This will hopefully serve
to re-launch our Listening Service plans
that were put on hold last year due to
various bereavements suffered by the
Campus Minister’s family.

Future Plans In the coming weeks we
hope to return to a project we began but
had to abandon last semester, and start up
a befriending service for the homeless.
This will involve students walking around
the city centre, getting to know street
beggars, and offering practical help or
guidance where appropriate. We will also
be distributing hats, gloves, and scarfs,
thanks to the generosity of  Priestfield
Parish Church and its knitting team.

Revd Dr Liam J Fraser
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We are looking to recruit leaders
for our Cub Scout Pack.

Cub scouts are aged 8-11 years
and the Pack meets on a
Wednesday evening.

Put your skills to use, learn new
ones, and contribute to an amazing 

life-experience for you and your
local community.

Volunteering is easier than you
think. With full support and
training, you can be a valued
member of our team.
Please contact Alan Dickson at
alanjdickson@live.co.uk if you
are interested or want to learn
more.  
Headquarters: Mayfield Salisbury Church,
Edinburgh Scottish Charity No SC006141



12 February is Darwin Day.   Darwin Day
marks the anniversary of  the birth of  the
English naturalist, geologist and biologist
Charles Darwin.   Celebrations are held
around the world.   The celebrations not
only recall the contribution of  Darwin’s
work to science but promote science
generally.   Born on 12 February 1809,
tributes have been made sporadically since
his death in 1882.   As time has gone on,
the celebrations are typically supported by
Humanist and secular societies.   These
societies promote themselves as people
who value science and reason.   The
implication is that people of  faith, like you
and me, are unscientific and irrational:  one
can’t be a scientist (or, at least, not a real
scientist) and also a Christian.   Today we
celebrate Darwin Day.   

Alongside Darwin Day, in 2004 in the
United States, the American biologist
Michael Zimmerman initiated The Clergy
Letter Project which encourages clergy and
congregations to participate in Evolution
Weekend.    Among other things, the
Project states:

Religious people from many diverse faith
traditions and  locations around the world
understand that evolution is quite simply
sound science; and for them, it does not in any
way threaten, demean, or diminish their faith
in God.  In fact, for many, the wonders of
science often enhance and deepen their awe and
gratitude towards God.

Is there a case for the Church of  Scotland
to adopt a Sunday in February as
Evolution Sunday?   One the one hand it
may be a bit twee; on the other hand, it
would give every parish church a reason to
reflect on and think about science,
scientific discoveries and the nature of  the
universe.   Such a Sunday might also go
some way to counter the erroneous belief
that science and religion are mutually
exclusive.   

Science and religion are not at odds with
each other.   None of  us would challenge
the theory of  the ‘Big Bang’, the scientific
view that the entire cosmos, including
finite time, came into existence with an
explosion.   Science can reach back in time
to a million million million million million
million millionths of  a second after the Big
Bang.   What lies before that merest
fraction of  a moment is beyond our
understanding.   The theory of  the
expanding universe was first proposed in
1927 by the Belgian priest and astronomer
Georges Lemaître.   The first insights into
the genetic mechanisms driving evolution,
arguably a discovery as important as that
of  Darwin himself, came from
experiments with pea plants carried out by
the Moravian scientist and Augustinian
friar, Gregor Mendel.   Known as the
‘father of  modern genetics’, Fr Mendel had
no difficulty in writing the law of  genetic
inheritance and rising each day at 5am to
offer praise and prayer to the Maker of
heaven and earth. 

SERMON Revd Dr Scott S. McKenna

DARWIN DAY

RELIGION AND SCIENCE INTERTWINED

Sunday 24 February 2019

Genesis 1:1-5, 26: 2-3   Colossians 1:15-20   St John 1:1-5, 10-14
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On Christmas Eve 1968, Apollo 8 (the
second manned space flight) passed into
the darkness behind the Moon.   The three
astronauts became the first people in
human history to lose sight of  the Earth.
When they emerged from the Lunar
shadow, they saw a crescent Earth rising
against the blackness of  space.   In his
broadcast to Earth, the pilot William
Anders began with these words:

We are now approaching lunar sunrise and,
for all the people back on Earth, the crew
of  Apollo 8 has a message that we would
like to send to you.

In the beginning God created the heaven and
the Earth. And the Earth was without form,
and void, and darkness was upon the face of
the deep.  And the Spirit of  God moved upon
the face of  the waters. And God said, ‘Let
there be light:  and there was light. And God
saw the light, that it was good; and God
divided the light from darkness.

From the Hebrew and Christian Bibles, we
turn to the Qur’an.   We read:

In the heavens and the earth are signs for
those who believe. And in the creation of
yourselves, and the fact that animals are
scattered (through the earth), are signs for
those of  assured faith.   And in the
alternation of  night and day, and that fact
that Allah sends down sustenance from the
sky, and revives therewith the earth after its
death, and in the change of  the winds, are
signs for those who are wise.

In the Qur’an, we are told that Allah ‘made
from water every living thing’.   We read,
‘Allah has created every animal from water.
Of  them are some that creep on their
bellies, some that walk on two legs, and
some that walk on four.   Allah creates
what He wills, for truly Allah has power
over all things’.

One story which keeps coming back to
haunt the Church is that of  the amateur
astronomer Galileo.   We know that in
1623 the Pope, Urban VIII, demanded that
Galileo recant.   Galileo was following the
theory of  Copernicus, the first Christian
theorist explicitly to argue for a
heliocentric cosmos.   The competing
scientific view was that the planets did
indeed revolve around the sun but that the
sun revolved around the earth.   There was
no religious trump card being played:  it
was astronomers wrestling with
mathematics and their observations of  the
stars and planets.   

In 1613, Galileo’s most important
supporter was Cardinal Maffeo Barberini.
What is significant about that is that, ten
years later, Barberini had become Pope
Urban VIII.   Why would Galileo’s most
important supporter later demand that
Galileo recant?   The Pope was under
enormous pressure because of  the
Protestant Reformation, and that took its
toll.   But, crucially, the scientific
community which existed entirely within
the Church, was not of  one mind on these
differing theories.   Can you imagine
scientists taking different views on a new,
emerging theory? 
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The Pope invited Galileo to write a book
on the two chief  world systems asking only
that the Copernican theory be described as
yet unproven.   History records that
Galileo was a frequently unpleasant and
dominating man.   Galileo published the
book as a dialogue and included the
statement which Urban had requested, but
the statement was put on the lips of  a
clown, an obtuse character called Simplicio.
The Pope was right:  the Copernican
theory was unproven but he was in no
mood to tolerate Galileo’s insolence.   A
better pope might have stepped back from
the insult, but Urban did not.    The story
of  Galileo is not a battle between science
and religion; it is a clash of  egos!

Atheists are as prone to fundamentalism as
people of  faith.    The Harvard zoologist,
Ernst Mayr described neo-Darwinian
science as the ‘ultimate explanation of  life’.

More worrying still, the evolutionary
embryologist, the late Gavin de Beer,
writing in the Encyclopaedia
Britannica, said:

Darwin did two things:  He showed that
evolution was a  fact contradicting scriptural
legends of  creation and that its cause,
natural selection, was automatic with no
room for divine guidance or design.

The belligerence of  the New Atheists
has, at least in some quarters, given way
to a more nuanced approach.   With
his infectious enthusiasm, the pop star
particle physicist, Professor Brian Cox,
resists the atheist label.   As a scientist
looking at the world of  matter through
the lens of  science, he said we simply
don’t know what was before the Big
Bang; it could be God.   

In his book, Forces of  Nature, among
other things, Professor Cox writes

about the laws of  thermodynamics.   At
one point, in order to explain what he
means, he opts for an illustration.   What is
interesting is that part way through his
illustration, he stops, opens brackets, and
writes, ‘this is a metaphor’, and then closes
brackets.   At first, I smiled at the
professor’s need to state that he was using
a metaphor but then, I thought, if  only
biblical writers had done the same we
might be in a different place today.   

In the late 19th century, post-Darwin,
many clergy in the churches did accept
Darwin’s theory of  natural selection and
evolution.    The preacher and mystic,
George Matheson, was one of  many who
wrote on the subject.   Matheson always
looked at Scripture with imagination.   In
Genesis 1, we read, “And God said, ‘Let
the earth bring forth living creatures of
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Portrait of  Galileo Galilei circa 1602-1607 
by Domenico Tintoretto  (1560–1635)
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every kind…’.”
Matheson said
that the ancients
understood that
the mechanism
for creating new
life is the earth
itself.   

In contrast to a
literal inter-
pretation of  the
so-called creation
of  Eve,
Matheson reads
Genesis 1 and 2
together.   In Genesis 2, it is said that God
took a rib from Adam and with that rib
created Eve.   Traditionally understood, it
is a good patriarchal text.   However, with
the eye of  imagination, Matheson asked,
‘Where does this story occur?’   He said,
‘Adam is asleep; this is a dream.’
Matheson’s point is not that this is the
story of  Eve’s creation, for she has always
been with him.   In Genesis 1, they were
created together.   Rather, it is an account
of  their marriage:  it is the moment that
Adam ‘sees’ her, as one with him, part of
who he is; flesh of  his flesh; his soul mate,
as he is to her.   

Those who argue against the existence of
God or the necessity of  God often do so
on the grounds that the material universe,
through the process of  evolution, accounts
for itself; the world of  matter accounts for
everything.   One problem with this theory
is consciousness:  the theory of  matter
does not account for consciousness.   The
atheist Thomas Hagel, who does not want
God to exist, has said that conscious
organisms are among the most striking
occupants of  this universe; and the
materialist understanding of  biology does

not account for it.   Do the physical
sciences account for beauty, love, morality
or selflessness?  Do they account for the
study of  mathematics?   Why are we driven
to understand the universe?   Evolution
does not account for itself.    

Commander Alan Shephard, who led the
nine-day mission to the Moon in 1971,
said:

If  someone had said before the flight, ‘Are
you going to get carried away looking at the
Earth from the Moon?’ I would have said,
‘No, no way’.   But yet when I first looked
back at the Earth, standing on the Moon, I
cried.’

On returning from space, having seen the
Earth from unequalled altitude, a fellow
astronaut said that our highest loyalty
should not be to our own country, but to
the family of  humanity and to the planet at
large.   For many, science helps give this
global perspective.   For many, religion is to
see the world from God’s perspective:
from without and within, and to see each
person as a precious member of  the one
human family.   

The Creation of  Eve fresco c. 1508-1512 by Michelangelo Buonarroti (1475 – 1564)



Today, it’s my privilege to bring you the story of
just one amazing flight that happened because of
your heart for Mission Aviation
Fellowship(MAF). It’s told by one of  our
courageous pilots, Paul Woodington. 

Saving lives is a big part of  being an MAF
pilot. I fly for MAF in the
jungles of  Papua New
Guinea (PNG). Let me tell
you about a special day when
I was flying my favourite
aircraft, a Cessna 208
Caravan. I’d left Lumi in
PNG’s coastal Highlands
bound for Vanimo Hospital
with nine patients on board. On the way, I
received a radio call. A teenager in
Busilmin had been badly burnt. Could I
help? It’s MAF procedure to gather as
much information as possible before any
flight — planned or emergency. In this
case, I asked the following vital questions:
Is the situation life-threatening? How long before
the patient arrives at the airstrip? What’s the
weather like?
All I received back was, ‘Critical in
Busilmin. Cannot get through to them on
radio. Telefomin weather is dark.’ I set off
to save this poor lad. Landing at Vanimo, I
filled up my fuel tanks as the nine patients
were taken to the hospital. But then it got
worse. Thirty minutes into the flight, a call
came through saying that more rain was
coming in from the east and moving fast
towards Busilmin — and the patient. Even
worse, the nearest hospital to Busilmin is
in Telefomin and it was already raining
heavily there.

Approaching the Highlands, the scene was
terrible. Vast rain clouds shrouded
Telefomin, making it impossible to spot

the Sepik River, which I needed to help
me navigate up the valley to Busilmin.  I’ll
be honest, I almost gave up the search
before realising it was time to pray. And, as
is so often the case after a quick talk with
God, He showed me the way! The river
appeared below me, through a small

opening in the cloud.  The
landing was bumpy — there’s
no better ‘technical’ word for
it!  Yet again, God calmed
my nerves with an answer to
prayer.  I heard them before
I saw them. Small children
began to emerge from the
crest of  the hill below.The

village is at the bottom of  the strip. I
could now see the entire community
making their way up the steep incline. 

The first to greet me was the
schoolteacher. He was sweating profusely
from the climb and surrounded by his
students — aged from 5 to 20. ‘Please
wait,’ he said desperately in Tok Pisin. ‘He
will come. He will come.’ The next person
over the hill was the village leader, barking
loudly at me in Tok Pisin and waving his
arms around. At first, I thought he was
going to give me a hard time. Then he
looked into my eyes and said, ‘I thank you
for coming. You have saved this boy’s life.
He has a bright future ahead of  him. Bless
you.I recalled the brief  look of  peace on
the boy’s face as I told him not worry. I
smiled as I thought, ‘I’m so glad we don’t
have to ask the young man for money — I
know MAF’s supporters will help cover
the cost of  his flight.’

The full version of  this story may be
read online at the MAF website: 
www.mafc.org/stories/paulsmedevac
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FIVE MINUTES’
PEACE    

0793 173 0805 

a.macgilchrist@gmail.com

Alastair MacGilchrist 
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Morning prayers take place in the Sanctuary each Tuesday
morning from 9.30am. This provides an opportunity to pray
in silence for those known to us who are ill or who are passing
through difficult times. 

If  you, or someone known to you, would like to be
remembered this way in prayer, please inform Kay or Scott.

NEWS
Everyone is always most welcome at our next Afternoon
Service on Tuesday 12 March, 2.30pm to 3.45pm

Our mid-week services are especially appreciated by the less
mobile in  our parish community. Assistance is given on
arriving and leaving and we all remain seated at our tea tables
throughout the afternoon with tea and fellowship following
the service.

If  you haven’t joined us in the past and would appreciate
further information or if  you require extra assistance to be
able to attend please contact Pastoral Assistant Kay
McIntosh,   your own Pastoral Visitor (PV) or Anne Sturrock,
early in March.   

The following afternoon service is on Tuesday 14 May
during Christian Aid Week.

AFTERNOON
SERVICE 
OF HOLY 

COMMUNION

Bill McDonald Hall
via West Mayfield level access

Anne Sturrock

Morning
Prayers

Flowers during February were donated by Rosemary
MacKenzie and arranged by Rosemary Currie, Hilary
Watkinson, Anne Graham and Deirdre Eustace.

FLOWERS
Jane Main 

Escape from the hustle and bustle of  life to enjoy the peace
and beauty of  the sanctuary at Mayfield Salisbury Parish
Church.

The sanctuary at Mayfield Salisbury Church is open as a place
for peaceful meditation, without a church service, anytime on
Tuesdays from 6.00pm to 7.30pm and Saturdays from 10.00
to 11.30am. 

We invite people of  all faiths and none to come and enjoy
five minutes’ peace.
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Session met on 29 January 2019 when the
following was discussed:

MATTERS ARISING At the Kirk
Session Meeting on 11 December 2018 it
had been agreed that subject to
satisfactory resolution of  whether Church
of  Scotland rules required there to be a
fabric fund, the General and Fabric
Reserve Fund should be wound up and
the balance transferred to the General
Fund.  The Session Clerk mentioned that
further enquiries would need to be made
of  the Treasurer and others before more
definitive advice could be offered.

CORRESPONDENCE There were two
items of  correspondence:

(i) The Session Clerk had received an
email from the Presbytery Clerk inviting
Mayfield Salisbury to nominate an Elder
to attend this year’s General Assembly
(Saturday 18 to Friday 24 May) as a
Commissioner.  The Moderator said that
indications of  interest would be
welcomed. Note: Ewan Brown subsequently
volunteered to be our Commissioner.

(ii) The Session Clerk reported that
Kenneth Palmer has provided funds for
the establishment of  a new Benevolent
Fund. The new fund is to be restricted, for
the purpose of  helping members (and
possibly others) who have urgent
unexpected needs that they have no means
of  meeting.  The fund is to be managed
on the same basis as the present
designated Benevolent Fund, with the
proviso that if  the Minister and Treasurer
consider that the fund has more
accumulated income than there is
probability of  its being used that they are
authorised (but not required) to give the

excess to the Bethany Trust.  Elders
expressed their gratitude and the Session
Clerk was instructed to write to the donor
to convey their thanks.

BUSINESS
NEW MEMBER: The Moderator had
received a request from Elizabeth Scott, a
former member of  the Congregation, for
re-admittance.  Session agreed and
extended a warm welcome to her. 

COMMUNION ARRANGEMENTS
AT 10:45AM SERVICE Diana Tudhope
spoke to the paper she had prepared and
which had been circulated in advance.
Following discussion a number of
possible minor changes to the way
communion was served at the 10:45
service was being proposed for comment.
A number of  comments were made.  The
suggestion which commanded most
support was that two table elders would
present serving elders with the elements,
thus avoiding the necessity for the latter to
climb the steps to the table.  After
discussion it was agreed that this would be
trialled in March. It was also suggested
that the returning elements could be
placed in the South transept.  In
conclusion, Diana and Jo Scott were
thanked warmly for their work in this area.
Matters would be reviewed after March
and trials of  other proposals might be
carried out if  thought appropriate.

ATTESTATION OF THE ROLL,
JANUARY 2019 The Roll Keeper, Hugh
Somerville, spoke briefly to his paper
circulated in advance of  the meeting.
There were no questions and Hugh was
thanked for his work.  The report was duly
signed by the Session Clerk.

SESSION MATTERS 
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administrative reasons, the Safeguarding
Register was not ready for attestation at
the present meeting but that it would be
considered at the Kirk Session meeting
due to be held on 26 March.  This had
been agreed with the Presbytery Secretary.

GROUP DISCUSSION - LOCAL
CHURCH REVIEW - VISION FOR
THE FUTURE The first group
discussion was on ideas for what elders
would like Mayfield Salisbury to be doing
in the short and medium term future.  The
Moderator introduced the discussion
session by saying that one of  the
documents which we are required to
consider as part of  the current Local
Church Review is one which looks
forward to the next five or so years and
asks where we see our priorities as a
church.  In order to begin to collect ideas
it would be useful for elders to give some
initial thoughts; these may be inspired by
initiatives which people have experienced
in other churches or have heard about
from others, or they may be developments
of  what we are currently doing.

20 minutes was given for group
discussion, though each person was
encouraged to write down their thoughts
on a piece of  paper which was then
collected for perusal.  There was no oral
feedback at the meeting.

GROUP DISCUSSION - MEAT IN
MEALS: IMPLICATIONS FOR
MAYFIELD SALISBURY CHURCH
AND BEYOND The second group
discussion was inspired by a growing
awareness in wider society that what we
choose to put on our plates, and in
particular the preponderance of  meat in
our diet, can have implications which go
well beyond us as individuals.  Within
many faith traditions the question is of
direct and daily significance.  This has an

effect on us too, especially when we host
inter-faith meals, as the food must be
acceptable to all. In practice this means
that it must not contain meat.  But are
there further issues for us to consider?
Should there be things we do differently at
Mayfield Salisbury?  Two practical
examples are the food we offer on Easter
Morning and at the Christmas meal in
December, both of  which are currently
meat-based. Should we always offer a
vegetarian alternative?  Should we move
further, to a position where vegetarian
food is the default position?  

20 minutes was given for another group
discussion.  Elders were again encouraged
to write down their own thoughts which
were collected and there was no oral
feedback at the time. 

COMMITTEE, SUBCOMMITTEE
REPORTS
Business Committee The Convener,
Steve Holehouse, spoke briefly to his
report, which had been circulated in
advance.  There had not been sufficient
business to merit a meeting of  the
Committee since the last Kirk Session
meeting.  There were no questions.

The Moderator mentioned that there had
been very recent problems with the fan in
the main boiler.  It had been anticipated
that the repair would be a costly project
but in the event it looked as if  it would be
a smaller job than anticipated and a quote
had been received.

Christian Aid (oral report) Convener
Aileen Nimmo reported that the Christian
Aid team is having it’s planning meeting
on 4 February 2019 and that the first
fundraising initiative is our annual
Marmalade Sale on Sunday 17 February.

Research Committee (oral report)
Alastair MacGilchrist, the Convenor, gave
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We have all donated, in money and in
other ways, to charities and good causes,
but it requires altruism of  a higher order
to face major surgery in order to donate a
vital organ to a stranger.

Several members of  the Session who have
a medical background recently heard Dr
Richard deSoldenhoff  tell of  his
experience as an altruistic kidney donor.
Having retired from a rewarding
professional career as an expert in the
management of  leprosy, he felt driven to
do something more in thankfulness for a
fulfilling life. 

Following an extensive period of
assessment, he had surgery to donate a
kidney to an unknown recipient. Within a
few weeks he had recovered sufficiently to
return to active hillwalking. 

About fifteen people a year in Scotland
donate in this fashion. There is no upper
age limit.

A successful transplant from a living
donor offers the best possible outcome
for someone with kidney failure. In the
UK, there are more than 5000 people on
the Transplant List, and the number is
rising. 

Advances in road safety and medical care
have resulted in a fall in the number of
people who die in circumstances where
they can become a donor, and although
dialysis can keep a person alive, life on
dialysis is hugely burdensome and limiting.

This was made clear in the letter of  thanks
from the anonymous recipient of  Dr
deSoldenhoff ’s kidney, who was deeply
grateful for his new lease of  life.

For anyone interested, further information
is available from the Living Donor
Transplant Coordinator at 0131 242 1703,
or the website livingdonationscotland.org

Colin MacKenzie 

ORGAN APPEAL

an oral update.  The Five Minutes’ Peace
initiative is now underway and early
indications are that it is being positively
received.  The team responsible for the
operation will meet again in a month or so
to begin to evaluate it.  Alastair expressed
thanks to the team and to the volunteers
who are there when the sanctuary is open.
In relation to other items on the
Committee’s agenda he mentioned that (i)
work on the wall-mounted monitor is
progressing, with the aim that information
will be able to be conveniently displayed
on it; (ii) a ‘disability friendly’ initiative will
be planned, which will include provision
for the needs of  those with dementia but

will not be limited to them; and (iii) there
is still an intention to promote ‘eco-
friendly’ credentials. Each Convenor was
thanked for their respective team’s work.

AOCB  There was no business for
discussion, though it should be noted that
members of  the Session had enjoyed a
cake immediately before the meeting
which was to celebrate the Minister’s
quarter century of  being ordained.  This
had been washed down with hot drinks
kindly made by some of  the elders, in a
welcome reprise of  a move initiated at the
December meeting.
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March

Tue 12 Walk for Peggy Wilson 2mls Jenny McCallum 667 2888
10.15 at Church for 10 28 am 42 bus to Duddingston. Flat walk, café
This is a walk Peggy led in the first programme of  Milers walks in 1991

Thu 21 Vogrie – Blinkbonny Circular 5.1-2 miles Honey Ballantine 337 4438
10.00am at Church. Car travel. 
Passengers please offer drivers £1.50 per 10 miles outward journey.

Mon 25 Fairmilehead to Braidburn Park 2-3mls Morley Sewell 672 2077
10.00am Fairmilehead   Southbound Lothian bus stop 11 and 15.

April

Tue 2 Burdiehouse - Ellen’s Glen 3mls Isabel Smith 667  6336
10.00am at Church.  Coffee available at Morrisons

Thu 25 Pressmennan Wood 3 -4mls Jean McGilchrist 667 6648
10.00am at Church. Car Travel. 
Passengers please offer drivers £1.50 per 10 miles outward journey.

Tue 30 River Almond Walk 3-4mls Pennie McIntyre 557 8458
9.15am Blackford Station for 9.20 Lothian Bus 41 to Crammond. Steep steps.

MAYFIELD MILERS UPCOMING WALKS

CONGREGATIONAL REGISTER
Deaths

Dorothy Ryle
Alexander Milne
Christian Thin

James Miller
George MacKellar
Dorothy Thomson
Emily Brown

MARCH
7 Ed Bethune Tranent Cockenzie 

Waggonway
14 Millie Gray Looking Back!
21 Kathleen Henry Travels in Portugal
28 Senga Andrews Travel Talk

APRIL
4 Fred Daniels Golden America
11 Bob Lees Art Talk
18 EASTER BREAK
25 Wee Sangstream Sing-along

MAY 
4  Outing TBC

THURSDAY CLUB
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
MARCH
Sun 3 9.30am All-Age Worship (SSM)

10.45am Traditional Worship:  Last Sunday before Lent (SSM)
7.00pm Evening Service (Kay McIntosh DCS)

Tues 5 9.30am Prayers in the sanctuary

Sun 10 9.30am All-Age Worship & Communion (SSM)
10.45am Traditional Worship:  First Sunday of  Lent & Communion (SSM)
7.00pm Evening Service (Anne Mulligan DCS)

Tues 12 9.30am Prayers in the sanctuary

Sun 17 9.30am All-Age Worship (tbc)
10.45am Traditional Worship:  Second Sunday of  Lent (Revd Seth Lovell)
7.00pm Communion round the Table (SSM)

Tues 19 9.30am Prayers in the sanctuary

Sun 24 9.30am All-Age Worship:  Variety Sunday (SSM) 
10.45am Traditional Worship: Third Sunday of  Lent (SSM)
7.00pm Evening Service:  Godly Play (Eilie Blackwood)

Tues 26 9.30am Prayers in the sanctuary
7.30pm Kirk Session
8.00pm Annual Business Meeting

Sun 31 9.30am All-Age Worship (SSM)
10.45am Traditional Worship:  Fourth Sunday of  Lent (SSM)
7.00pm Youth Worship Night

APRIL
Tues 2 9.30am Prayers in the sanctuary

Sun 7 9.30am All-Age Worship (SSM)
10.45am Traditional Worship:  Fifth Sunday of  Lent (SSM)
7.00pm Communion round the Table (SSM)

Tues 9 9.30am Prayers in the sanctuary

Sun 14 9.30am All-Age Worship (SSM)
10.45am Traditional Worship:  Palm Sunday (SSM)
7.00pm Evening Service:  House Groups

HOLY WEEK SERVICES
Mon 15 7.45am Craigmillar Park
Tues 16 7.45am Craigmillar Park

9.30am Mayfield Salisbury:  Prayers in the sanctuary
Wed 17 7.45am Craigmillar Park
Thur 18 7.45am Craigmillar Park

7.30pm Mayfield Salisbury:  Chamber Group & Communion
Fri 19 7.45am Craigmillar Park

7.30pm Mayfield Salisbury:  Good Friday Reflection



MARCH
March 3 Numbers 10,11 / Acts 17
March 4 Numbers 12-14 / Psalms 28,29
March 5 Numbers 15,16 / Acts 18
March 6 Numbers 17-19 / Acts 19
March 7 Numbers 20,21 / Acts 20
March 8 Numbers 22,23 / Psalm 30
March 9 Numbers 24,25 / Acts 21
March 10 Numbers 26,27 / Acts 22
March 11 Numbers 28,29 / Psalm 31
March 12 Numbers 30,31 / Acts 23
March 13 Numbers 32,33 / Acts 24
March 14 Numbers 34,35 / Acts 25
March 15 Numbers 36 / Deuteronomy 1 / Psalm 32
March 16 Deuteronomy 2,3 / Acts 26
March 17 Deuteronomy 4,5 / Acts 27
March 18 Deuteronomy 6,7 / Psalm 33
March 19 Deuteronomy 8,9 / Acts 28
March 20 Deuteronomy 10,11 / Romans 1
March 21 Deuteronomy 12-14 / Romans 2
March 22 Deuteronomy 15,16 / Psalm 34
March 23 Deuteronomy 17,18 / Romans 3
March 24 Deuteronomy 19,20 / Romans 4
March 25 Deuteronomy 21,22 / Psalm 35
March 26 Deuteronomy 23,24 / Romans 5
March 27 Deuteronomy 25,26 / Romans 6
March 28 Deuteronomy 27,28 / Romans 7
March 29 Deuteronomy 29,30 / Psalm 36
March 30 Deuteronomy 31,32 / Romans 8
March 31 Deuteronomy 33,34 / Romans 9
APRIL
April 1 Joshua 1-3 / Psalm 37
April 2 Joshua 4,5 / Romans 10

April 3 Joshua 6,7 / Romans 11
April 4 Joshua 8,9 / Romans 12
April 5 Joshua 10,11 / Psalm 38
April 6 Joshua 12-15 / Romans 13
April 7 Joshua 16-19 / Romans 14
April 8 Joshua 20-22 / Psalm 39
April 9 Joshua 23,24 / Romans 15
April 10 Judges 1,2 / Romans 16
April 11 Judges 3,4 / Mark 1
April 12 Judges 5,6 / Psalms 40,41
April 13 Judges 7,8 / Mark 2
April 14 Judges 9,10 / Mark 3
April 15 Judges 11,12 / Psalms 42,43
April 16 Judges 13,14 / Mark 4
April 17 Judges 15,16 / Mark 5
April 18 Judges 17,18 / Mark 6
April 19 Judges 19,20 / Psalm 44
April 20 Judges 21 / Mark 7
April 21 Ruth 1,2 / Mark 8
April 22 Ruth 3,4 / Psalm 45
April 23 I Samuel 1-3 / Mark 9
April 24 I Samuel 4-6 / Mark 10
April 25 I Samuel 7-9 / Mark 11
April 26 I Samuel 10,11 / Psalms 46,47
April 27 I Samuel 12,13 / Mark 12
April 28 I Samuel 14,15 / Mark 13
April 29 I Samuel 16,17 / Psalm 48
April 30 I Samuel 18,19 / Mark 14
May 1 I Samuel 20-22 / Mark 15
May 2 I Samuel 23,24 / Mark 16
May 3 I Samuel 25,26 / Psalm 49
May 4 I Samuel 27,28 / I Corinthians 1
May 5 I Samuel 29-31 / I Corinthians 2

19

Sun 21 7.30am In the Garden (SSM)
9.30am All-Age Worship & Communion (SSM)
10.45am Traditional Worship:  Easter Sunday (SSM)
7.00pm NO EVENING SERVICE

Tues 23 9.30am Prayers in the sanctuary
7.30pm Kirk Session

Sun 28 9.30am All-Age Worship (SSM)
10.45am Traditional Worship: First Sunday after Easter (SSM)
7.00pm Youth Worship Night

Tues 30 9.30am Prayers in the sanctuary

MAY

Sun 5 9.30am All-Age Worship:  Agape (SSM)
10.45am Traditional Worship:  Second Sunday after Easter (SSM)
7.00pm Communion round the Table (SSM)

THE BIBLE IN A YEAR
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Minister 
Revd Dr Scott S McKenna scottsmckenna@aol.com 0131 667 1286

Pastoral Assistant 
Kay McIntosh DCS kay@backedge.co.uk 0790 326 6307

Youth Worker
Hillary Leslie Hillary.MayfieldYouth@gmail.com 0745 372 2224

Church Manager
William Mearns churchmanager@googlemail.com 0131 667 1522

Organist
Kate Pearson kate.q.kate@gmail.com 0744 238 2296

Session Clerk
Charles Garland charles.edin@gmail.com 0131 668 4296

Treasurer
John Graham culkein@btinternet.com 0131 667 6331

Gift Aid Donations & Roll Keeper
Hugh Somerville hs.somerville2@gmail.com 0131 466 2446

Church Office
18 West Mayfield, 
Edinburgh,  EH9 1TQ
0131 667 1522 or
churchmanager@googlemail.com

Pastoral Care
For Home or Hospital visits,
please  contact the Minister, Revd
Dr Scott McKenna, on 0131 667
1286 or scottsmckenna@aol.com

Mayfield Radio
mayfieldradiounit@gmail.com
0131 667 7742

Grapevine Submissions 
William Mearns 0131 667 1522 
churchmanager@googlemail.com
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