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Dear Friends,

IMAGINATION

In his recent lecture at Mayfield Salisbury,
the Revd Mark Oakley, Canon Chancellor
at St Paul’s Cathedral, encouraged us to be
bold in our expression of  faith.   Mark
described the sanctuary as ‘a gymnasium
for our under-used imagination’.   He
encouraged us to engage creatively with
the poetic nature of  Scripture and to avoid
all claims to absolute knowledge.   Within
our own tradition, the mystic, poet,
preacher George Matheson described the
Bible as ‘inspired of  God, [a book which
leaves] the largest margin to the human
imagination.’   Speaking in the General
Assembly Hall of  the Church of  Scotland,
the Hindu guru, Sri Sri Ravi Shankar, said
that those who make absolute claims
about heaven make life hell for the rest of
us.

JUSTIN WELBY

Together with the Archbishop of  York,

John Sentamu, the Archbishop of
Canterbury, Justin Welby, said:

We must now unite in a common task
to build a generous and forward looking 
country, contributing to human
flourishing around the world.  We must
remain  hospitable and compassionate,
builders of  bridges and not barriers.
Many of  those  living among us and
alongside us as neighbours, friends and
work colleagues come from overseas
and some will feel a deep sense of
insecurity.  We must respond by
offering reassurance, by cherishing our
wonderfully diverse society, and by
affirming the unique contribution of
each and every one.

Scotland’s future may or may not be as a
nation within the United Kingdom, but
these are spiritual sentiments worth
sharing.   As Christians, we want to live in
communities which are welcoming,
compassionate towards those less
fortunate than ourselves, with a culture
that celebrates diversity and a justice
system which protects human rights.   Let
us pray for our political leaders at
Westminster and Holyrood that they can
bear the incredible burdens now placed
upon them.

Every blessing,

Scott
ps.  Don’t forget to watch Mark Oakley’s
lecture on Mayfield Salisbury’s website.   
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Mayfield Salisbury Parish Church Edinburgh

Open Conversation:
How to strengthen our community?

Congregational Gathering
in the Gillis Centre, Strathern Road, Edinburgh

on Saturday 1 October 2016 
from 9.30am to 1.00pm.

Suggestions so far……
1. How do we strengthen fellowship within each age band and across 

the church community?
2. We don’t need a Research Committee:  we need two!
3. What is an Engagement Coordinator?!   (Clue:  nothing to do with 

marriage.)
4. How can we make baptism a whole church celebration? 
5. Most important:  what ideas do you have to help all of  us grow in faith?

Some themes to explore…..

engagement

empowerment 
spirituality

35 – 60s 12 – 16s

9.30am Service of Worship

10.45am Service of Worship

7.00PM SERVICE OF WORSHIP

communion prayer 
OWNERSHIP



We look for God in the multi-layered 
languages of  music and poetry

This was the theme of  the event at
Mayfield Salisbury Church on Saturday
evening 28 May, when a substantial
number of  us gathered to hear the Revd
Canon Mark Oakley, Canon Chancellor at
St Paul’s Cathedral, London, noted author
and preacher.  

In his exploration of  the theme Canon
Oakley stressed that reality is not mirrored
neatly in the recitation of  any creed.  Faith
is not a proud self  consistent philosophy.
It is a living response to the grace of  God
as revealed in fragile lives.

Poetry is a soul language.  We need to
familiarise ourselves with it for it does not
work like ordinary speech.  It may confuse
us a bit at first, but confusion is part of  the

journey of  life.  Poetry is a language of
possibilities; it can be spiritually important.
The difficult times in life as in poetry may
be the most significant.  The splash of
words can begin to ripple outwards and
help our spiritual development to take
place.

God gives us our being; we give back our
becoming. All religions are foundationally
poetic (they then become something else).
Hindu scriptures were drawn from
hundreds of  poems.  Our Old Testament
contains a huge variety of  poems: psalms,
the Song of  Songs, the prophets with their
allusions.  The Gospels reveal the artistry
of  the evangelists.  The parables are made
up stories to proclaim their inner messages.
Jesus never says what the Kingdom of
God is, just what it is like. Poetry and
stories are there to make us better.  Truth
comes in this form, not in creeds.  Truth is
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RELIGION AS POETRY



too important to be prosaic.  It speaks for
us the language of  love. So surely this is
the heart of  religion. Poetry challenges our
first impressions.  It stops us sleep walking
into the ready assumption that first
impressions must be set in stone which will
last for ever. People today want quick
information: the news bulletin. the world-
wide-web.  But we need more than
information; we need transformation.
Relevance has gone; resonance stays. The
poets in our parishes are the Christians.  As
Christians we need ears to hear.  This
language is a sacrament not a utensil.

Lengthy applause by a most appreciative
audience followed Canon Oakley’s
memorable address. For those who may
have missed it, it is available on our web
site www.mayfieldsalisbury.com . Also
Mark Oakley’s book, The Collage of  God
(published by Darton, Longman and
Todd), is to be followed in July by his new
book A Splash of  Words.

The evening continued with an excellent
buffet and a time of  fellowship when there
was an opportunity to chat and ask Mark

further questions.

Suitably refreshed we were then treated to
a selection of  Poems and Music. The
readings were drawn from a wide range of
poets.  The themes were God as Mystery,
God in Nature and God as Poetry. The
Mayfield Salisbury Chamber Choir, led by
Walter Thomson and accompanied by Dr
John Willmett, sang O Magnum Mysterium
and then words by Longfellow, Blake, and
Mary Coleridge set to music by Elgar,
Taverner and Stanford. Interspersed were
poems reflecting the themes; poems to
make you laugh, smile, wonder, or reflect;
passionate poems, disturbing poems, lovely
poems but all poems that you would want
to read again. Better still to be able to listen
again to them being read by Ian Campbell,
Christine De Luca, Wendy Mathison, Scott
McKenna and Tom Mole: singers and
readers bringing the poetry alive for us.
Thank you to all those involved in this
moving performance.  

Ralph Smith and 
Jean MacGilchrist
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The Kirk Session has agreed that the
necessary restoration of  the windows in
the west gable, the Nativity window in the
North Transept and the replacement of
the draughty glass doors at the Mayfield
Road entrance be treated as a special
project (like the original restoration of  the
sanctuary and manse). 

This means that we are looking for
financial support from the congregation
for these works in order to preserve the
Church's financial reserves, some of  which

are already being applied in the essential
repairs to the Church stonework and for
the imminent re-roofing of  Church
House. 

If  you are able to support this special
project please pick up a leaflet explaining
the proposed works and the contribution
form at one of  the Church entrances or by
request to the Church Manager
william@mearns.me 0131 667 1522

Angus McIntyre
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If  it’s Ascension Day, it must be
Göttingen - the International Handel
Festival usually coincides with the two
holiday weekends, Himmelfahrt and
Pfingsten. When there, I attend the
Evangelische Reformierte Kirche, the
German Presbyterian church which is a
beautifully proportioned Georgian
building with wooden pews, pulpit and
organ loft forming an octagon inside. 

There seems to be a tradition of
confirmation about this time. In a
previous year, there was something akin to
a long-service award ceremony, as several
people celebrated their ‘golden
anniversary’ of  confirmation. 

This year, twenty young people, including
the pastor’s son, were being confirmed. 

The pew-ends were bedecked with posies
as if  for a wedding and everyone was
dressed up. Some were even wearing hats.
Because it was such a family occasion with
so many attending, the service was split.

Half  were confirmed at the normal 10.00
am service and then the whole thing was
repeated for the other half  at 11.30am. 

At the first service, which was the one I
attended, two of  the young people joining
the church were also being baptised. In the
photo, you can see the chairs for the
confirmees. They all took turns in reading
Psalm 23 in der Stadt - a modernised
version, where the Lord is my train
guard/bus conductor etc. There was an
address which gave a potted history of
their confirmation class. It appears to have
lasted for several months over the winter
and have involved a wide variety of
activities, sort of  a cross between old-
fashioned Bible Class and youth club. 

There was so much joy, such a buzz in the
church and outside as families took
photographs. I reflected that we seem to
have lost such a sense of  occasion in the
Church of  Scotland and maybe it would
be nice to get it back.
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Pray for all who speak
out for justice

Pray for National Human
Rights Defense Network,
which campaigns for
human rights and
democractic participation
in Haiti.

Pray for the Campaign for Good
Governance’s work educating voters in
Sierra Leone to participate in elections in
an informed and peaceful way.

Pray for SGVK, which advocates in India
for the increased participation of  women,
dalits, adivasis and other excluded groups
in decision making processes.

Pray for our local lobbyists in the UK,
who write to and meet with their MPs to
support Christian Aid’s campaigning.
Prayerfully consider whether you could

start to support Christian Aid in this way.
Visit christianaid.org.uk/locallobbyist

Read Luke 10:25-37

Brother Christ, who came to share our lives, to
encourage and liberate us, you live among us all.
We give thanks for dedicated people everywhere,
challenging abuses of  power, exposing corrupt
practices and never giving up in the struggle for
climate justice. May we play our part in
challenging greed and wastefulness, creating more
sustainable communities, and treading more lightly
on the Earth. For we are each of  us one in a
million. Amen.

The final total raised during Christian Aid
Week is £8200!  A splendid total and
about £2000 more than previous years.
This suggests that stepping back from the
house-to-house collection is a good move!  
We are still looking for an alternative
method of  collecting other than the street
sponsorship lists, however, so if  anyone
can come up with a better suggestion, we
would be happy to hear it.

A date for your diary….  On Saturday, 8
October, we are planning to hold an
Auction of  Talents.  This has been most
successful in the past and we hope to
bring this into the 21st century by having

online bidding on our website for those
who are unable to attend on the day. That
evening we will have wine and nibbles for
the final bidding - with some
entertainment!  Over the summer, please
consider what talent you could offer -
anything from car cleaning to cake baking,
gardening to shopping, holiday cottages to
patchwork quilts.  No lots are too small or
donors too young!  We will have forms to
fill in at the beginning of  September to
lodge your talent!  

Thank you to everyone for your continued
support. We couldn’t do it without you!

CHRISTIAN AID  Hilary Watkinson
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Now available……
Pocket Prayers – a collection of  prayers in
small booklet form for personal use as
well as for use, or to share, when visiting.
Our warm thanks to those Pastoral
Visitors who have sourced the prayers. 

Gentle God,
close to me,
hold me in your love.
Bring strength when I feel weak,
bring courage when I feel despair,
bring peace when I feel afraid.       

If  any member of  the congregation would
like a copy of  Pocket Prayers, please contact
Sheila Bryer.

Contact details for PV team co-ordinators
are listed below.  

Elspeth Dougall 668 1342  
elspethdougall@blueyonder.co.uk

Dorothy Cloughley 667 3565  
dorothycloughley@googlemail.com 

Wendy Mathison 447 5562  
wsmdance@talktalk.net

Hilary Watkinson   
hilary.watkinson@btinternet.com

Anne Mulligan 664 3426  
mulliganne@aol.com
Changes of  address etc. should continue
to be passed to the roll keeper..  

With best wishes for the summer

Sheila

PASTORAL CARE Sheila Bryer

JULY
Mon 11 A) Figgate Park to Joppa Pans

B) Portobello Prom to Joppa Pans Pat Rogers 447 5373
Meet at Church 4pm for 42 bus and walks Anniversary Meal 6.30 pm Rockville
Hotel.  Cost £15 including tip.Please pay Betty Davison beforehand – 667 1416

Sat 23 Markinch to Leslie       5 miles Bob McNie 667 9391
9.35am for X54 bus to Dundee leaving at 9.45 at St Andrews Sq Bus Station, stance C/D

Tues 26 Penicuik Estate    4-5 miles Morley Sewell 672 2077
9.45am at Church. Mostly level on good paths – some limited ascent/descent

AUGUST

Sat 6 Newtown St Boswells Circular      6 mls      Laura Ross 01835 822 941
9.15am at Commonwealth Pool or 9.20am Cameron Toll for Perryman’s Bus 52 to Kelso.

Fri 12 Calderwood Country Park         3 mls        Eileen Watson 622 0491 
10.00am Waterloo Place for 27 First Bus leaving at 10.15am. Good level paths

Wed 24 Roslin to Bilston                3mls         Isabel Smith 667 6336
10.00am Salisbury Place bus stop. Rough going up and down hill

MAYFIELD MILERS - UPCOMING WALKS



Jesus said, ‘Young man, I say to you, arise!’
In our Gospel story this morning, we join
Jesus as He and His disciples arrive at the
gates of  Nain, a city south of  Jesus’ home
town of  Capernaum.   As they do so, the
body of  a young man who has died is
being carried on a bier to a grave outside
the city walls.   It is a scene of  mourning
and distress.   Tears stream down the face
of  the young man’s mother.   Her grief  is
raw.  What are we to make of  this story?   

Jesus has just come from Capernaum.
When He was there, Jesus encountered a
Roman centurion who had sought healing
for his slave.   You may remember that
Jesus commended the centurion for his
incredible faith.   The slave was healed:
when the centurion returned home he
found his slave in good health.   The story
is an icon of  what faith means:  the
Roman officer had complete trust in Jesus.
What now of  the young man who had
died and to whom Jesus said, ‘Arise!’

In the Gospels, there are other stories in
which people are raised from the dead.
The twelve year old daughter of  Jairus, a
ruler of  the synagogue, fell ill and died.
Jesus went to her, entered the family
home, held her hand and said, ‘Little girl,
arise.’    At Bethany, Jesus wept over the
death of  His friend, Lazarus.   Standing

outside the cave where the body of
Lazarus had been laid, Jesus said, ‘Lazarus,
come forth!’   Now, in the city of  Nain,
Jesus stops a funeral procession and lays
His hand on the bier.

In the life of  Jesus, there are numerous
times when the tears and suffering of
people are mentioned.   In the home of  a
Pharisee, an unnamed woman bathes the
feet of  Jesus with her tears and dries them
with her hair.   In the courtyard outside
the residence of  the High Priest, Peter, the
principal disciple, weeps bitterly after
denying Jesus three times.   On the Via
Dolorosa, the Way of  Grief, the road that
Jesus walked with the cross to His
crucifixion, women, daughters of
Jerusalem, wept for Him.   At the very
beginning of  His ministry, in His first
sermon to His disciples and the crowd, in
the Gospel of  Luke, Jesus said, ‘Blessed
are you who weep now, for you will laugh.’
Tears and human suffering accompanied
Jesus throughout His ministry or, put
another way, Jesus is present in tearful
moments.   To the young man on the bier,
Jesus said, ‘I say to you, arise!’   What are
we to make of  this story from the city of
Nain?

Whatever else this story means it
cannot mean that, by divine power,
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1 Kings 17: 8 – 16 Galatians 1: 11 – 24 St Luke 7: 11 – 17 



Jesus brought back to physical life a
young man who had died. If  we are to
take the plain or literal meaning of  the
story, what conclusions can we draw from
that?   That Jesus was able to raise people
from the dead, bring them back to life?
Well, if  so, why only three people?   What
difference does it make to our life today if
He actually, physically, raised three people
from the dead?   Today, children and
young men die, but are not raised from the
dead; they do not rejoin their families.
The tragic story of  the toddler, Liam Fee,
is a case in point:  children are not brought
back to life in this life.   The story must
mean something else.

It is not a display of  supernatural
power by God. God works in and
through the natural processes of  the

universe God created and sustains.
Neither can the story from the city of
Nain be about a person whom people
believed to be dead but then recovered:
rightly, if  that is all that is happening here,
we would consider the narrative to reflect
primitive ignorance about the human
body.   It cannot be that.

In Scripture, in the Gospels, we are
reading theology, thoughts about God,
expressed through carefully crafted stories.
It is through the process of  engaging with
these narratives, entering into the scene,
that we encounter the Mystery we call
God.   After all these years at Mayfield
Salisbury, it should come as no surprise to
you that the New Testament story about
the young man at Nain is a re-imagining
of  an Old Testament story.   In the First
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Book of  Kings, the prophet Elijah brings
back to life the son of  a widow.   The
parallels between the Old and the New are
strong, including the fact that those raised
from the dead are not exclusively Jewish.
In a sense, the story about Jesus shows
that, like Elijah, the rabbi from Nazareth is
a great prophet but, equally, within the
Jewish tradition, stories about the raising
of  the dead are an established genre:  the
story of  Jesus at Nain is not unique.   

Young man, arise!   Little girl, arise!    The
Greek word behind our word ‘arise’ is the
same one which is used of  Jesus rising

from the dead.   These are stories, word
icons, which tell us that, in life, in this life,
in the present moment, even as we journey
to death, we are able taste the risen life:
eternity is now.   God is no less present
than He has ever been and no more
present than He ever will be, but union
with the Holy, with the One who
embraces all, who holds us in life, is a door
ready to be pushed.   In his letter to the
church community in Galatia, St Paul said
that God was revealed in him:  the change
was a moment of  inner transformation.
The apostle said, ‘In me.’   Through your
spiritual imagination, let yourself  be in
that procession, be that widow, that young
man dead on the bier, in the crowd, in
earshot of  Jesus.   Let the word, ‘Arise’, be
said within your soul.   God works in and
through us, in and through creation, not
by tricks and magic and supernatural
fireworks.

Encountering God is supremely life-
changing.   If  we are not looking for God,
not listening for God and not opening
ourselves to the possibility of  intimacy
with the Divine, we have a much reduced
chance of  finding God.   What is striking
about the passage of  the young man from
Nain is that Jesus touches the bier.   In
Jewish custom, this makes Him ritually
unclean or, looked at another way, in
touching the body of  the young man,
Jesus cleanses it of  all that stains and
deforms it.   This is the gospel:  on our
pilgrimage, as we walk with Jesus, in search
of  the Eternal, we are accepted by God,
touched, cleansed and healed.   There is
no uncleanness that God cannot face, no
failure that God refuses to forgive, and no
brokenness that God will not embrace.   
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An American pastor, Margaret Torrence,
describes being called to the home of  a
family late one evening.   She had received
news of  the death of  a church member
and friend.   As she arrived the ambulance
was pulling away.   Margaret writes:

I assumed that his body lay in the back of
their vehicle. When I entered the
house….it was a few minutes before I
realised that my friend’s body, still warm,
was in the bedroom,  just a few feet
away…..We all moved to be with him:
family and  friends, neighbours, a
healthcare worker and her dog.   We sat
[around the bed], we knelt on the floor; in
jeans and pyjamas, perfectly dressed, we
formed an unlikely congregation as we
anointed his body with oil and our tears,
and gave him back to God.

This is an excellent story of  declaring our
faith:  our conviction that death is not the
end and we know that because, in life, we
taste eternity.   Those gathered around
their friend who had died, though greatly
grieving, they lived the risen life.   It is a
privilege of  ministry to be with someone
in their last hours of  life, to be silent
together and, in prayer, be present to the
Presence.   Eternity is not something we
gain in death, something we have never
had before.   Eternity is now.

Over the past week, I have had the real joy
of  participating in three separate inter-
faith events.   The first was a time of
‘Scripture Reasoning’, in which Jews,
Muslims and Christians share and explore
their sacred texts together.   The second
was the Peace Walk in which pilgrims of
different faiths visited sacred spaces

representing Christianity, Baha’i, Muslim,
Hindu, Buddhist and Sikh.   At Gurdwara,
the Sikh temple, I along with other
religious leaders offered blessings upon
our different communities.   Speaker after
speaker spoke about celebrating the beauty
and holiness of  humanity.   In that holy
place, compassion trumped doctrine.   I
believe it warmed the heart of  God to
have so many faiths sitting down together,
affirming each other.   For Jairus and his
daughter, for the Roman centurion and his
slave and for the widow and her son at
Nain, Jesus was moved by compassion.  In
the Sikh temple, the Buddhist meditation
room and in each of  the other holy places,
one sensed the Sacred, each a place in
which people gathered to discern spiritual
wisdom.   Eternity is now.   To each of  us,
Jesus says, ‘Arise’.   

Amen.
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NEWS
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Shows again this year from two Edinburgh Clubs in the
Lower Hall:

Arthur Conan Doyle - a new tribute by the Mercators to
the creator of  Sherlock Holmes. Monday 8 to Friday 12
August, each evening from 6.00pm to 7.10pm.

The Auld Alliance by Alan Richardson - presented by
Edinburgh People's Theatre. Friday 5 to Saturday 20
August (not Sundays).Weekdays at 7.45pm, Saturdays
matinees only.

Tickets for both shows in the Halls foyer 30 minutes
before "curtain up". 

Unusual fact:- the author of  The Auld Alliance, Alan
Richardson, is appearing with the Mercators at 6.00pm.

FRINGE  IN
MAYFIELD
SALISBURY

Douglas Currie

Our mid-week services, conducted by Sheila Bryer, are
appreciated by the less mobile in our community, some of
whom no longer manage to join us at Sunday Worship.  

In summer months it is especially good to meet up
together while family and neighbours are away on holiday.
Assistance is given on arriving and leaving and we all
remain seated at tables throughout the afternoon. 

The service will be followed by tea and fellowship.

Everyone most welcome in the Upper Hall via West
Mayfield level access.

If  you would appreciate further information please ask
your Pastoral Visitor (PV),  Sheila Bryer or Anne Sturrock 

The next Afternoon Service, with Holy Communion, is on
Tuesday 6 September 2016

AFTERNOON
SERVICE
ANCHORS
OF FAITH

TUESDAY 12 JULY

2.30PM – 4.00PM

Anne Sturrock



DR JOHN 
WILLMETT

Angus  McIntyre

We now have a new defibrillator in the foyer. It is wall
mounted to the right of  the notice boards.

Although any person may use it, several people have
benefited from attending a training session and another
session has been arranged for Tuesday 1 November at
6.30pm in the Newington Room.

If  you are interested in attending this training session
please email me at: amr.ar106@gmail.com

Flowers during May and June were donated Deirdre Eustace
and Bett, Rosemary Currie, Jim Bathgate and Alison Keir.
The arrangers were Hilary Watkinson, Deirdre Eustace and
Bett, Rosemary Currie, Anne Graham, Christina Somerville
and Jane Main.

Chrystine Patterson has very kindly agreed to take over the
organisation of  the distribution rota from Eileen Watson.
Eileen has been in charge of  this for many years and so
sincere thanks for her hard work and  cheerful efficiency. 
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FLOWERS

Jane Main 
667 1711 

Arrangement  

Chrystine Patterson 
662 4506
Distribution

From January to May we have collected £243.05 in cash to
send to the Salvation Army in Niddry Street and this has
accompanied a generous collection of  clothing, toiletries
and non-perishable foods for this homelessness project.
Thank you!

As normal, we take a break from our collections in July
and August so the next date when we would welcome
contributions is 11 September. Thank you.

DEFIBRILLATOR

Anne Robertson

SALVATION
ARMY 

COLLECTIONS

Salvation Army 
Support Group

As you will know John has been appointed organist at
Bearsden Cross Church , Glasgow and his final morning
service with us will be on Sunday 14 August at 10.00 am.
We would like to present him then with a gift in
appreciation of  his great contribution both to worship
and to Church life at Mayfield Salisbury over many years .
If  you would like to contribute towards that gift would
you kindly pass your donation to Angus McIntyre, Session
Clerk or John Graham, the Treasurer. Cheques should be
made payable to ‘John Graham’, not to ‘Mayfield
Salisbury Church’.
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Session met on 10 May and 14 June 2016
when the following were discussed:

Patricia Ahrens A minute’s silence took
place in memory of  fellow elder Patricia
Ahrens who had died on 5 April.   The
Kirk Session recorded its huge
appreciation of  Patricia and all her work
for Mayfield Salisbury over many years

Welcome Rota Honey Ballantine has
agreed to take over the organisation  of
the Welcome Rota from Rosemary Street
with the temporary assistance of  Anne
Sturrock.

Flower Distribution Chrystine Paterson
has agreed to organise the flower
distribution rota taking over from Eileen
Watson. 

Thursday Club After some 25 years as
leader of  Thursday Club Florence Smith
had decided to step back and to share that
role with Deirdre Eustace for the next
year. Thereafter the intention is that
Deirdre will become convener and
Florence the secretary. 

Session recorded their  appreciation of  the
hard work of   Florence, Rosemary and
Eileen and of  those stepping into the
roles.

Student Attachment Louise Purden, will
be joining us in September until Pentecost
2017

Presbytery Elder The Session re-elected
Aileen Nimmo to represent them in the
Presbytery of  Edinburgh from 1 July 2016
to 30 June 2017.

Local Church Review 2014 The
Minister, Christine De Luca, Peter Grant
and the Session Clerk had met Hazel

Hastie, Depute Presbytery Clerk, to
discuss developments at Mayfield
Salisbury since the Local Church Review
which had taken place in November 2014.
After that discussion Hazel confirmed that
Edinburgh Presbytery was pleased with
what we are doing at Mayfield Salisbury
and thanked us for all our efforts.

The Campus Ministry The Minister had
received a paper from Dr George Whyte,
Presbytery Clerk, regarding The Campus
Ministry, described as ‘a Mission Initiative
of  the Presbytery of  Edinburgh exercised
among the students and staff  of  the
University of  Edinburgh’. It is proposed
that the Ministry will be supported by
congregations including our own. We shall
not be required to provide financial
support. After discussion it was agreed
that, insofar as we understand the
proposal, Mayfield Salisbury is supportive
of  it.

Street Pastors Having volunteered as a
street pastor over the past six months our
Communications Officer,  Jean
MacGilchrist, was to be commissioned as
a street pastor (now done). Session agreed
that Mayfield Salisbury should give a
donation of  £1000 to the Street Pastors
initiative and also wished to record its
great appreciation of  Jean MacGilchrist
undertaking this role.

Crossreach A request had been made for
Mayfield Salisbury to support the Church
of  Scotland social work arm, CrossReach,
and specifically its work with people in
Scotland affected by perinatal depression,
and that on a regular basis. Session agreed
that Mayfield Salisbury should support an
‘at home’ charity as a matter of  principle
and that that charity should be
CrossReach. It was agreed that we should

SESSION MATTERS Catriona Spratt



give them the proceeds of  retiring
offerings after four Sunday services in the
year, to be reviewed after a year. The
Minister will invite Crispen Longden of
CrossReach to give a talk about their work.

Chinese Evangelical Church The
Chinese Evangelical Church celebrated its
twentieth anniversary in May, twelve years
of  which have been at Mayfield Salisbury.
They held a service at which they
expressed great appreciation at being
located here.

Festival of  Faiths This takes place in
September with a number of  speakers
asked to describe what is beautiful about
their religion.  

Pulpit Exchange There will be a pulpit
exchange with Revd Fred Tomlinson of  St
Peter’s on 20 November. 

Holiday Cover The Minister will be on
holiday in July and the guest ministers for
the morning services  are Revd Dr Anne
Logan, Revd Tom Couper and Revd Dr
Iain and Mrs Isobel Whyte. The evening
services will be taken by Anne Mulligan
and Sheila Bryer.

New Members Three new members were
admitted: Ms Muriel Sorbie, Mrs Norma
McClure and Allister Thom.

New Elder It was agreed that Pamela
Molyneaux, formerly an elder at Queen’s
Cross Church, Aberdeen, be admitted as
an elder at Mayfield Salisbury.

Interim Organist John Willmett’s last
Sunday with us will be 14 August. It was
agreed that we should try to appoint an
organist on an interim basis. A candidate
has been identified and a small panel
should audition and, if  appropriate,
appoint that organist.
Pew Bibles A member of  the
congregation has offered most generously

to gift new pew Bibles and Session
expressed its gratitude. A new lectern
Bible to match the pew Bibles will be
needed.

General Assembly 2016 : Report by
Commissioner George Ross, our
Assembly elder, reported that he had
found attendance at the Assembly a very
interesting experience. He was very
impressed by the National Youth
Assembly: they are the Church’s future,
highly organised and committed yet have
no vote at the Assembly because ‘young
elders’ are rare. The Church should
address this. He was asked to encourage us
to celebrate CrossReach and Social Care
Sunday on 9 October 2016. The Assembly
was joined by the Archbishop of
Canterbury who spoke very eloquently in
support of  the Columba Declaration. The
Assembly supported the Declaration. 

Congregational Conference on 1
October A team had been put together by
the Minister to work out the agenda topics
for this conference.

Sanctuary Renovation Project Phase 2
The Fabric Convener, Peter Grant,
introduced this explaining that renovation
of  the windows in the west gable and of
the Nativity window in the north transept
were omitted from the original Renovation
Project. It is proposed that these works
now proceed along with the replacement
of  the now faulty west doors at the
Mayfield Road entrance.  Session agreed
that the Business Committee should
proceed with the proposed Sanctuary
Renovation Project Phase 2 and launch an
appeal for funds. The leaflet wording for
the fundraising campaign has been
approved by the Business Committee. The
campaign will be launched in July and  will
be trying to raise £40,000. The West
windows and the Nativity window will be
removed in October and reinstated in
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December 2016. Two estimates are being
obtained for the external doors at the West
entrance.

Fabric The work on the steeple, the
stonework repairs to the Church and
repainting the exteriors of  the Church
House windows are completed. The
Business Committee had agreed a quote
of  c£38,000 plus VAT for the work on
Church House roof. Repairs to the
chimneys will be in addition. 

Business Committee The convener
reported that the Committee had agreed
that Mayfield Salisbury’s support for the
Stegen family be sustained for one
additional year with the sum of  £2500
being shared equally between the General
and Salisbury funds; Health and Safety
training on the new defibrillator has taken
place; the process of  developing a data
protection policy for Mayfield Salisbury
continues; the fabric repairs to the Church
and Church House and renovation project
already mentioned have been reported on
and approved; key users of  the kitchen are
to be consulted about the cooker and
wider kitchen improvements.

Youth Worker The business committee
convener reported that following a
substantial donation of  £10,000 pa for 5
years, the first instalment of  which has
already been paid, the Youth Work Group
was set up. The Group has had several
meetings and has concluded that we
should appoint a fulltime youth worker.
Session approved the  proposal to appoint
a youth worker and to meet the balance
required of  £8-10K per annum in respect
of  the salary for the post for 5 years.  

Christian Aid (CA)  The total raised
during Christian Aid Week was £8200,
some £2000 more than in previous years.
The committee would be pleased to hear
other suggestions for collecting other than

street sponsorship. On Saturday 8 October
the CA team is holding an Auction of
Talents. 

First Friday Friends (‘FFF’) The main
purpose of  FFF is to develop
relationships. This is achieved with a
programme of  monthly meetings with a
theme. For instance Her Majesty’s official
birthday was celebrated on 3 June with a
street party with all the trimmings.
Friends –those with memory loss and their
carers – now number 17 including 6
residents from Camilla  the care home in
the parish. Most of  the other friends are
members of  the congregation. The team
would like to attract  people from the local
community or not known at the church.
We are in the process of  registering with
the Social Care Council of  the Church of
Scotland who have appointed a new Social
Care Mission Officer to create a resource
to pull together information about the
various existing initiatives, and to support
the development of  new work. The team
is exploring further training on dementia
friendly churches, and is involved with
Faith in Older People on creating policy
and new resources. FFF will carry on
throughout the summer. The team are
extremely grateful to all the volunteers
who support FFF. 

Edinburgh Inter Faith Association
EIFA does valuable and important work.
By virtue of  our membership the Minister
has attended a scripture reasoning event,
been on a peace walk around many of  the
city’s sacred sites and been welcomed into
a number of  schools. Unfortunately the
Scottish Government has decided to
prioritise Glasgow and has cut EIFA’s
budget. It was proposed and unanimously
agreed that we donate £2000 now to EIFA
and, on hearing as to how matters are
progressing we can consider a further
£2000 in 2017. It was suggested that we
might also write to our MSPs.

18



19

Edinburgh People’s
Theatre(EPT) are very much
looking forward to renewing
their acquaintance with
Mayfield Salisbury Parish
Church during the Edinburgh
Festival Fringe this year.

EPT will be continuing their
reign as the longest serving
group on the Fringe when
they present ‘The Auld
Alliance’ by Alan Richardson.

This will be the 59th year on
the Fringe for EPT and they
are proud to be presenting
one of  the few Scots
comedies to be found on the
Fringe this year. 

The action takes place on a remote part of
the Fife coast during the Napoleonic War
of  1815. A French warship is wrecked off
the coast and a local family gives shelter to
what appears to be the sole survivor.
However, they soon begin to suspect he is
not the ordinary seaman he claims to be.
When a casket of  gold disappears from
the wrecked ship, they find themselves
entangled in a web of  intrigue and
mystery. The play mixes comedy with
drama and a touch of  romance and
involves some tense moments and more
than a few surprises!

Tickets are on sale now, priced at £12 (£10
concession) and are available online at
www.ept.org.uk/boxoffice or by phone on
0333 666 3366 (booking fee applies)

All performances commence at 7.45pm
from Friday 5 Aug to Friday 19 Aug
except Sats. 6, 13 and 20 Aug which
commence at 2.30pm, (no shows Saturday
evenings or Sundays)

There is a two for one offer on Mon 8
Aug (full price tickets only)

More information is contained on the
leaflets now available in the Church Hall

EDINBURGH PEOPLE’S THEATRE      Gordon Braidwood

Succession Session agreed that we should
open out the proposed elders’ conference
on Saturday 1 October to the whole
congregation with the theme of  ‘where are

we going?’ The venue for the conference
is the Islay Hall in the Gillis Centre on
Strathearn Road from 9.30am till 1.00pm. 



The next training course for Street Pastors
will start on 29 September at Reid
Memorial Church.

I have been working with Street Pastors
for the past 6 months having completed a
12 week training course and attended a
Commissioning Service on 27 May.

Whilst those of  my generation are tucked
up in bed, cosy and warm, and if  lucky
enough, sound asleep, Street Pastors will
be out on patrol on Friday nights and
some Saturday nights, in the city centre.
We aim to help keep our Edinburgh
streets safe for those who love to party or
for those unfortunate enough to find
themselves homeless or having to beg to
support themselves.

So what exactly do we do? We are charged
to listen, care and support vulnerable
people in our city centre. We go out on
patrol in teams of  three wearing our Street
Pastors uniform so that we are readily
identifiable, carrying rucksacks stuffed
with flasks of  tea, coffee, and soup, and
flip flops, lollipops and first aid kit. We
usually head out at 11pm often along
George Street where we meet with the
rough sleepers and beggars sitting on the
pavements or huddled in doorways whilst
the clubbers and partygoers stream past.
We listen to their stories whilst supplying
hot drinks and biscuits. The stories are
sad.  Women evicted from their houses
when partners have been jailed, children in
care, bereavement, illiteracy, job loss,
alcoholism, drug addiction, ill health all
feature.
Later in the evening from 2.30am onwards

we can be found down the Cowgate
picking up bottles from the street and
stowing them safely in bins so that they
cannot either be used as weapons or
become broken glass and inflict injury. We
are looking out for folks who are the
worse for drink or drugs, or who may have
become separated from friends, or who
are upset. We help them into taxis to get
home safely or direct them to the safe bus
for first aid and if  need be call ambulance
or police. We provide flip flops if
balancing on high heels has become an
impossible feat after a little too much to
drink, to save those bare feet from broken
glass! Again we offer a listening ear. 

What we don’t do is preach but what we
are prepared to say when asked is, yes, we
are Christians from all churches. We are

STREET PASTORS NEED YOU! Jean MacGilchrist
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volunteers and, no, we don’t get paid! We
will pray for people if  they request it. We
are often challenged about what we believe
– it’s surprising how people will engage in
theological debate once they’ve had a
drink or two. Suddenly people want to talk
about God! Passers by may say they don’t
believe in what we stand for but they will
invariably add ‘but we really like what
you’re doing – thanks very much!’ We may
then get a big hug or a high five. And if
we offer flip-flops (or lollipops!)– well
that’s very helpful and it’s a bit of  a laugh
and perhaps Christians can be funny and
kind!  

I’m very much a beginner as a Street
Pastor but I do feel it’s a worthwhile
movement. Perhaps we don’t in
Edinburgh have the gang warfare, which
in London was the impetus for Rev Les
Isaacs founding Street Pastors but there is
a   need for people to listen, care and
support those on the streets.

Street Pastors are Christians from very
different church backgrounds but we are
all working together to help others. We
learn from each other and we learn from
the people we meet on the streets. We hear
about tragic life events, we offer hope. I
have seen some extraordinary sights in the
middle of  the night – I’ve listened to a
homeless guitarist play a request for us,
discussed the meaning of  the Eucharist
with a young man wearing a blond wig,
gym tunic and clogs and then returned
home at 4am in the morning when dawn
had broken, the birds were singing and a
fox was sauntering down Mayfield Road.

I recommend becoming a Street Pastor!
You have to be over 18 but there is no
upper age limit. You have to be a member
of  a church. You will receive excellent
training. Don’t delay! Find out more by
checking out the Edinburgh Street Pastors
website. You can do it!

With contributions from very
many members of  our
congregation, this booklet,
through prose, poetry and
illustrations, is a response to
claims that religious beliefs have
been overtaken by the amazing
progress of  science.

Creation in Scripture, the Big Bang,
evolution, DNA and consciousness are all
discussed. Other topics include how we
keep the Bible at the heart of  a scientific
world view; suffering in an evolutionary
world; and ways in which faith illuminates

the science of  climate change,
organ transplantation and
genetic modification.  Booklets,
free of  charge thanks to
generous funding from
Scientists in Congregations
Scotland, are available now at
the West Mayfield entrance.
Please collect your copy to read

and enjoy and also feel free to take extra
copies to pass around.  Email requests to
william@mearns.me.

Download from:
www.mayfieldsalisbury.org

SCIENTISTS IN CONGREGATIONS   Douglas Blackwood
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JULY
Sun 3 10.00am Morning Service (SSM)

7.00pm Communion round the Table (SSM)
Tues 5 9.30am Morning Prayers
Sun 10 10.00am Morning Service (Revd Dr Anne Logan)

7.00pm Evening Service (SB)
Tues 12 9.30am Morning Prayers

2.30pm Afternoon Service (SB)
Sun 17 10.00am Morning Service (Revd Thomas Coupar)

7.00pm Evening Service (Anne Mulligan DCS)
Tues 19 9.30am Morning Prayers
Sun 24 10.00am Morning Service (Revd Thomas Coupar)

7.00pm Evening Service (AM)
Tues 26 9.30am Morning Prayers
Sun 31 10.00am Morning Service (Revd Dr and Isabel Whyte)

7.00pm Evening Service (SB)
AUGUST
Tues 2 9.30am Morning Prayers
Sun 7 10.00am Morning Service (SSM)

7.00pm Communion round the Table (SSM)
Tues 9 9.30am Morning Prayers
Sun 14 10.00am Morning Service (SSM)

7.00pm Evening Service (SB)
Tues 16 9.30am Morning Prayers
Sun 21 10.00am Morning Service (SSM)

7.00pm Evening Service:  Godly Play (EB)
Tues 23 9.30am Morning Prayers
Sun 28 10.00am Morning Service (SSM)

7.00pm Communion round the Table (SSM)
Tues 30 9.30am Morning Prayers
SEPTEMBER
Fri 2 2.30pm First Friday Friends
Sun 4 9.30am All-Age Worship (SSM/Imam Yayha Barry)

10.45am Morning Service:  15th Sunday after Trinity (SSM/YB)
7.00pm ‘The beauty of  Sikhism’:  Dharmveer Singh

Tues 6 9.30am Morning Prayers
2.30pm Afternoon Service:  Holy Communion (SB/SSM)

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY



July 2 II Chronicles 35,36 / Luke 1: 39-80
July 3  Ezra 1,2 / Luke 2
July 4 Ezra 3,4 / Luke 3
July 5 Ezra 5,6 / Psalm 77
July 6 Ezra 7,8 / Luke 4
July 7 Ezra 9,10 / Luke 5
July 8 Nehemiah 1,2 / Psalm 78: 1-37
July 9 Nehemiah 3,4 / Luke 6
July 10 Nehemiah 5,6 / Luke 7
July 11 Nehemiah 7,8 / Luke 8
July 12 Nehemiah 9,10 / Psalm 78: 38-72
July 13 Nehemiah 11,12 / Luke 9
July 14 Nehemiah 13 / Luke 10
July 15 Esther 1-3 / Psalm 79
July 16 Esther 4,5 / Luke 11
July 17 Esther 6,7 / Luke 12
July 18 Esther 8-10 / Luke 13
July 19 Job 1,2 / Psalm 80
July 20 Job 3,4 / Luke 14
July 21 Job 5,6 / Luke 15
July 22 Job 7,8 / Psalms 81,82
July 23 Job 9,10 / Luke 16
July 24 Job 11,12 / Luke 17
July 25 Job 13,14 / Luke 18
July 26 Job 15-17 / Psalms 83,84
July 27 Job 18,19 / Luke 19
July 28 Job 20,21 / Luke 20
July 29 Job 22,23 / Psalm 85
July 30 Job 24-26 / Luke 21
July 31 Job 27,28 / Luke 22
Aug. 1 Job 29,30 / Luke 23
Aug. 2 Job 31,32 / Psalms 86,87
Aug. 3 Job 33,34 / Luke 24
Aug. 4 Job 35,36 / Philippians 1
Aug. 5 Job 37,38 / Psalm 88
Aug. 6 Job 39,40 / Philippians 2
Aug. 7 Job 41,42 / Philippians 3
Aug. 8 Proverbs 1,2 / Philippians 4
Aug. 9 Proverbs 3,4 / Psalm 89
Aug. 1 Proverbs 5,6 / Colossians 1
Aug. 1 Proverbs 7,8 / Colossians 2
Aug. 1 Proverbs 9,10 / Psalm 90
Aug. 13 Proverbs 11,12 / Colossians 3
Aug. 14 Proverbs 13,14 / Colossians 4
Aug. 15 Proverbs 15,16 / I Thessalonians 1
Aug. 16 Proverbs 17,18 / Psalm 91
Aug. 17 Proverbs 19,20 / I Thessalonians 2
Aug. 18 Proverbs 21,22 / I Thessalonians 3
Aug. 19 Proverbs 23,24 / Psalms 92,93
Aug. 20 Proverbs 25,26 / I Thessalonians 4
Aug. 21 Proverbs 27,28 / I Thessalonians 5
Aug. 22 Proverbs 29,30 / II Thessalonians 1

Aug. 23 Proverbs 31 / Psalm 94
Aug. 24 Ecclesiastes 1-3 / II Thessalonians 2
Aug. 25 Ecclesiastes 4,5 / II Thessalonians 3
Aug. 26 Ecclesiastes 6,7 / Psalms 95,96
Aug. 27 Ecclesiastes 8,9 / I Timothy 1
Aug. 28 Ecclesiastes 10,11 / I Timothy 2
Aug. 29 Ecclesiastes 12 / I Timothy 3
Aug. 30 Song of  Songs 1,2 / Psalms 97,98
Aug. 31 Song of  Songs 3,4 / I Timothy 4
Sept. 1 Song of  Songs 5,6 / I Timothy 5
Sept. 2 Song of  Songs 7,8 / Psalms 99-101
Sept. 3 Isaiah 1,2 / I Timothy 6
Sept. 4 Isaiah 3-5 / II Timothy 1
Sept. 5 Isaiah 6,7 / II Timothy 2
Sept. 6 Isaiah 8,9 / Psalm 102
Sept. 7 Isaiah 10-12 / II Timothy 3
Sept. 8 Isaiah 13,14 / II Timothy 4
Sept. 9 Isaiah 15,16 / Psalm 103
Sept. 10 Isaiah 17-20 / Titus 1
Sept. 11 Isaiah 21,22 / Titus 2
Sept. 12 Isaiah 23,24 / Titus 3
Sept. 13 Isaiah 25,26 / Psalm 104
Sept. 14 Isaiah 27,28 / Philemon
Sept. 15 Isaiah 29,30 / Hebrews 1
Sept. 16 Isaiah 31,32 / Psalm 105
Sept. 17 Isaiah 33,34 / Hebrews 2
Sept. 18 Isaiah 35,36 / Hebrews 3
Sept. 19 Isaiah 37,38 / Hebrews 4
Sept. 20 Isaiah 39,40 / Psalm 106
Sept. 21 Isaiah 41,42 / Hebrews 5
Sept. 22 Isaiah 43,44 / Hebrews 6
Sept. 23 Isaiah 45,46 / Psalm 107
Sept. 24 Isaiah 47,48 / Hebrews 7
Sept. 25 Isaiah 49,50 / Hebrews 8
Sept. 26 Isaiah 51,52 / Hebrews 9
Sept. 27 Isaiah 53,54 / Psalms 108,109
Sept. 28 Isaiah 55,56 / Hebrews 10
Sept. 29 Isaiah 57,58 / Hebrews 11
Sept. 30 Isaiah 59,60 / Psalms 110,111
Oct. 1 Isaiah 61,62 / Hebrews 12
Oct. 2 Isaiah 63,64 / Hebrews 13
Oct. 3 Isaiah 65,66 / John 1
Oct. 4 Jeremiah 1,2 / Psalms 112,113
Oct. 5 Jeremiah 3,4 / John 2
Oct. 6 Jeremiah 5,6 / John 3
Oct. 7 Jeremiah 7,8 / Psalms 114,115
Oct. 8 Jeremiah 9,10 / John 4
Oct. 9 Jeremiah 11,12 / John 5
Oct. 10 Jeremiah 13,14 / John 6
Oct. 11 Jeremiah 15,16 / Psalm 116
Oct. 12 Jeremiah 17,18 / John 7
Oct. 13 Jeremiah 19,20 / John 8
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Revd Scott S McKenna SMcKenna@churchofscotland.org.uk 667 1286
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Organist
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