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SOME THOUGHTS ON CANDLEMAS 

SERMON: TIME FOR GLORY                      



Dear Friends,

2 February marks Candlemas, when the
infant Jesus is presented in the temple. It is
the story of  Simeon and Anna, and the
pivotal point between Christmas and
Easter when we turn from the crib to the
cross. 

I enjoy walking the meadow near our
home in Liberton from where one can see
the city spread out, as well as a good view
across to Fife. A number of  Hawthorn
trees line the margins of  this, as yet,
unploughed field, and on one particularly
windy day, (there are many of  these in
Liberton!), a poem on the theme of
Candlemas began taking shape.  

With best wishes     
Sheila Bryer     
Pastoral Assistant

Song of  the Hawthorn Tree

I belong on the margins,
birds for companions
each of  us ragged and blown.

At first I barely notice him,
solemnly still, standing alone.
Why are his small arms lifted so;

why should he watch and sigh?
Is it for love of  my blood red berries;
these unforgiving thorns?

He went his way smiling, made no
reply.
But I am pierced with longing now
for an upturned face which mirrored
the sky.                          
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Now that the pastoral visiting scheme is
established, my own  patterns are adjusting
accordingly. I shall continue with hospital
and care home visits, and will visit on
request.    

I have undertaken the role of  visiting new
members which ensures that those
wishing to have a pastoral visitor are not
overlooked.  

We continue, as always, to be mindful of
each other’s situations and needs, so that
if  you, or someone known to you, would
appreciate a pastoral visit on an ongoing
basis, please inform me, Sheila Bryer,
Pastoral Assistant, one of  the group
coordinators listed below, or an elder.

Contact details for PV group 

co-ordinators:

Dorothy Cloughley - 0131 667  3565
dorothycloughley@googlemail.com 
Wendy Mathison - 0131 447   5562
wsmdance@talktalk.net
Hilary Watkinson
hilary.watkinson@btinternet.com
Anne Mulligan - 0131  664   3426
mulliganne@aol.com
Sheila Bryer 0131 672  2232
s.bryer@btinternet.com

Changes of  address etc. should continue
to be passed to the roll keeper, Hugh
Somerville.  

With best wishes
Sheila

PASTORAL CARE Sheila Bryer
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SPIRITUAL GROWTH FUND

The congregation has a fund administered by the Kirk Session the
purpose of which is to resource spiritual growth.   One use of the fund
is to support individuals who wish to undertake courses designed to
help with personal spiritual growth, such as silent prayer, Spiritual
Direction or Ignatian Spirituality.   

To be eligible, applicants need to explain how undertaking such a
course would be beneficial to them and Mayfield Salisbury or the wider
Church.   You can apply for a grant from this fund by contacting the
Minister (in confidence).  

For example, courses are available at Emmaus House in Edinburgh.   See
their website:  www.emmaushouse-edinburgh.co.uk



Epiphany is surely a time for glory, not
least because glory is a difficult word to
define. ‘Glorious things of  thee are
spoken, Zion, city of  our God.’   ‘Glory,
blessing, praise eternal, thus the choir of
angels sings.’ ‘To see the glory of  God in
the face of  Jesus Christ.’

There is surely glory in the shining light of
the wise men’s star.

O Star of  wonder, Star of  night,
Star with Royal Beauty bright,
Westward leading, Still proceeding,
Guide is to thy perfect light.

The carol, We three kings , was written for a
pageant, or nativity play, performed in the
General Theological Seminary in New
York City in 1857. It was written,  words
and music,  by the Rev John Henry
Hopkins Jr, who taught music in the
seminary as well as being  Rector of  a
church nearby.  We are told that it is one of
the very few carols of  which we can be
sure that both words and tune were written
by the same person.

We three kings of  Orient are,
Bearing gifts we traverse afar,
Field and fountain, 

Moor and mountain,
Following yonder star. 

It was written to be performed. The three
kings sang the first verse and the refrains,
while each king had a verse to himself.

Born a king on Bethlehem plain,
Gold I bring to crown Him again,
King for ever, ceasing never,
Over us all to reign.

That was Caspar. Melchior then sang

Frankincense to offer have I;
Incense owns a Deity nigh,
Prayer and praising,
All men raising,
Worship Him God on high.

The beginning and the end of  Our Lord’s
life are brought together, as in ‘Not in that
poor lowly stable, with  the oxen standing
by, We shall see him, but in heaven’.

The third king, surely clad for the part,
sings

Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume
Breathes a life of  gathering gloom: -
Sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying,
Sealed in the stone-cold tomb. 

And after each verse they sing the refrain
‘O Star of  wonder….guide us to thy
perfect Light’  and they all sing the last
verse,  Easter in Epiphany -

SERMON The Very Revd Dr Gilleasbuig Macmillan

TIME FOR GLORY

Sunday 8 January 2017

Isaiah 60: 1 - 6         Ephesians 3: 1 – 12      St Matthew 2: 1 – 12
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Glorious now behold Him arise,
King and God and sacrifice.
Heav’n sings Hallelujah; 
Hallelujah the earth replies.

O Star of  wonder….

It may be helpful that glory is not easy to
define, and light has more than one
meaning too.

‘Glory’ is a word that is associated with
Michael Ramsey, the eminent theologian
who was Archbishop of  Canterbury from
1961 to 1974.  He spoke often of  glory.
The book he was happiest to have written
was on the, Transfiguration, a scholarly
meditation on glory.  In his last sermon, on
Christmas Day 1987, there was concern
that his voice might be too frail to be
heard, but every word was heard, and it
was reported that every time he said ‘glory’
it came out as a shout.

On his memorial stone in Canterbury
Cathedral there is one quotation, from the
second century Greek Father St Irenaeus;

The Glory of  God is the living man; And
the life of  man is the Vision of  God.

Glory and Michael Ramsey may be a
suitable link to the world of  Orthodoxy, of
the eastern church, centred nominally in
Constantinople, and with the Russian
Church as its largest ingredient part.
When the western church and the eastern
church separated from one another in 1054
both sides developed, and the western
church emphasised salvation through
Christ’s death, which the Reformation

churches shared, while the eastern
churches clung to light and glory, the
Transfiguration and the Ascended Christ
rather than the cross and salvation , though
that may be called a considerable over-
simplification. If  you compare the gilded
pictures in a Greek church with the
stations of  the cross in a western Catholic
church you will know what I mean. The
Christ of  Glory is at home in Orthodoxy.

That leads me to the description by Patrick
Leigh Fermor of  his visit to an orthodox
monastery on Mount Athos. Of  the many
books I have read since retirement three
years ago none has delighted me more than
the three volumes of  his diary of  his
journey across the continent of  Europe in
1933 at the age of  eighteen.

Today is the vigil of  the prazdnik
celebrating SS Basil, Gregory and John
Chrysostom.. The chapel was in almost
complete darkness, save for the candles
and oil lamps, twinkling like glow-worms
before the ikons, their reflections reiterated
a thousand fold in the gold and silver
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encrusting the altar screen and the holy
pictures.

A stoled priest issued from the sanctuary,
swinging a censer in his hands. He turned
his back on the people, and gravely censed
the ikons of  Jesus, the Virgin and Child, St
John the Baptist and then the saints one
after the other, all round the church, silent
save for the clang, clang,  clang. In the
obscurity of  the nave, all that was visible
was the glowing fiery bowl of  the thurible,
and the iridescent , blue clouds that issued
from it; then he censed the monks one by
one, each bowing gravely in his stall,
finishing with me, when he returned to the
tabernacle, leaving the church again in
deep silence, which was soon broken by
soft, unearthly singing, harmonies of  a
qualities and weirdness that set my pulses
throbbing. Gradually the chanting grew in
volume, and several of  the monks, all black
in their veils and gowns, filed up both sides
into the chancel where they stood in a
group about a many-faceted lectern under
a hanging lantern, joining their voices to

the harmony, with a volume, richness and
mystery quite new to me.

Slowly the church litup with the burning
of  tapers, and the masses of  gold work
and the twirling columns lost all their
garishness in the kindly light. Another
robed priest issued from the tabernacle,
the choir formed a semicircle, the singing
changed, mounted, descended, always
preserving its unreality. Ceremony
succeeded ceremony, the ikon of  the three
saints was displayed on a veiled tripod, the
service shifted from one wing of  the
church to the other. ….The singing
became a litany, and three fantastic
harmonies sank to an infinitely sorrowful
and exquisite ‘Lord, have mercy, Lord.’

It may be another world; but it broadens
and deepens our awareness of  the scope
and the mystery of  the Light which shone
in Bethlehem and drew the Magi, no
matter how there were of  them, and
whether or not they were kings. Amen.
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Can you tell us a bit about yourself? I was
born and brought up in Glasgow and trained
as a primary school teacher.  I taught infants
from primary 1 – 3.  When I retired from
teaching I was ready for a change.  Daughter
Rachael was studying in Edinburgh and
husband David was spending more time
through here than in Glasgow.  We were
looking for a place where my Mum could
move in with us and arrived in Newington.
Church has always been a large  part of  my
life.  I attended Maryhill Parish Church from
the age of  4 and just kept going.  I was an
elder there, was married there, and involved
with running Sunday school and holiday
clubs.  I also taught in the area and knew
many of  the families of  the children that
attended church and holiday clubs.  The area
is a priority area with many of  the families
facing challenges brought about by drugs.

How did you come across Mayfield
Salisbury? Just after Mum and I had moved
across in September 2014 I was looking for a
church to join. I googled local churches.  As
Mayfield Salisbury was within walking
distance we attended one morning.  We were
greeted by a smiling Anne Sturrock, made to
feel immediately welcome and escorted to
coffee after the service.  And, much like
Maryhill, we just keep coming.  Although I
knew nothing of  Mayfield Salisbury before
attending it has turned out to be a perfect fit
and forms the backdrop to our life.  

What do you value most about Mayfield
Salisbury? I particularly value the friendship
that was so readily apparent from the first
time we attended.  Both Mum and I have

found groups of  people with whom to share
interests and time.  Being part of  the church
has also provided a sense of  belonging in the
wider community.  Although living in the city,
there is a village feel, as we are constantly
bumping into church members in a variety of
places.  Mayfield Salisbury members are to be
found every where.  I am member of  a house
group which is a good way to get to know
people.

Has Mayfield Salisbury put you to work? I
have joined the Christian Aid Committee, and
also enjoy helping out on the coffee and lift
rotas.   I am currently the Convener in
Training for the very successful Thursday
Club with approximately 60 members and a
hard working team of  twelve.  Senga
Andrews is the treasurer with Florence Smith
as secretary and general overseer.  I am
looking forward to becoming more familiar
with my role and would like to see if  there is
interest from more non church members.

Do you miss Glasgow? As I visit family
there every week-end I feel that I have never
left.  I am enjoying the change brought about
by the move to a new city.  I feel just as at
home at this end of  the M8.
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Best wishes for 2017 from the Christian
Aid committee and a big ‘thank you’ for all
your support in the past year.  The final
total raised was £23,894.22 – another
triumph and thanks are due to
everyone.

Christian Aid is launching a
campaign called the Big
Shift.  Churches are
being asked to
write to the
four biggest
High Street
banks – RBS,
HSBC, Barclays
and Lloyds –
requesting them to shift
finance out of  fossil fuels
and move to low-carbon
energy generation.  We should aim for a
zero carbon future and no more than 2
degrees Centigrade global warming by
2050.  At present this looks as if  it is static
at 2.7 degrees.  As climate change is the
main cause of  poverty in the third world it
is essential that we get involved. The
campaign is well laid out in the materials
supplied and we hope to get this up and

running soon.  With the help of  renewable
pounds and Prudence, the giant piggy

bank, and, perhaps, a
dedicated service we
will generate the
maximum publicity.
Letters are to be
delivered to the banks
by the end of  April.

After ten years as
Convener of  the Christian

Aid Committee, I feel it is time
to stand down and give others a

chance.  I am delighted to announce
that Aileen Nimmo has agreed to step
into the post and has asked that I remain
on the Committee.  You can’t get rid of
me that easily!

Our Marmalade Sale this year will be on
Sunday 26 February.  We will collect your
filled jars on the previous Sunday 19, and
also on the morning of  the sale from
9.00am.  This will give us plenty of  time to
get those jelly pans working!  Please
remember to label the top of  the jar.  I
will also recycle any discs of  candle wax
and small pudding bowls.

CHRISTIAN AID  Hilary Watkinson

Prayer Thoughts 

Give thanks to God for his love and
constant compassion towards those living
in poverty and those considered to be
outsiders.

Give thanks for the enormous strides
made to challenge the tax dodging around
the world that has denied what is due to
‘the poor and the alien’. 

Give thanks for taxes now being paid in
Zambia and the Philippines, which are
helping to provide free healthcare for
millions.

Pray that tax dodging will be stopped
completely and the funds will instead be
used to tackle poverty and provide
essential services.

Read Leviticus 19:1-2, 9-18
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An Inquiry Group was set up in
December 2016 as recommended by the
report  on The Gathering on 1 October
by the facilitator, Ian Mackenzie of
Animate Consulting. (Hard copies of  the
report are still available at the church
entrances).

The Group comprises twelve members of
the congregation as well as the Minister –
Tom Mole, Steve Holehouse, Anne
Mulligan, Eilie Blackwood, Barbara Mole,
Shelagh Laird, Anne Robertson, Louisa
Knox, Charles Garland, Kirstine Baxter,
Jean MacGilchrist, Angus McIntyre. Its
composition is intended to reflect the
wide range of  different interests in the
congregation- including Young Church
leaders, new members, those involved with
music, elders, communications, those
expert in IT.

The first  meeting of  this Group was held
on 13 December led by Ian Mackenzie to
discuss how we should carry forward the
conversations begun on 1 October. The

Group agreed that  we should speak with
groups of  people who were not
specifically represented at the Gathering -
children and young people and their
parents, elders, buildings and hall users,
the choir, staff  and festival goers. During
January members of  the Group started
speaking to those people – or a
representative number of  them.

The aim is to harvest views on what works
well at Mayfield Salisbury, why it works,
what underpins it and, looking forward,
what could be done even better. If  you did
not manage to attend the Gathering and
are also not in one of  these Church
groups your views are being sought by
Anne Mulligan. So if  you would like to
contribute to the discussion please contact
Anne on mulliganne@aol.com or by
phone on 664 3426. This is a great
opportunity for you to have your say!

The next meeting of  the Inquiry Group
takes place on 1 February and it is hoped
there will be lots to report on then. 
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The Kirk Session met on 6 December
2016 when the following were discussed:

Bill Moncur   Members of  Session were
invited to stand in silence in memory and
appreciation of  Bill who had been an elder
for sixty years, many at Mayfield Salisbury. 

Budget 2017 The Treasurer, John
Graham, spoke to the draft General Fund
Budget 2017. The total estimated income
is more than we had been expecting;
expenditure however, is above the
budgeted figure. The deficit is explained
by the unanticipated work to the Church
fabric. The draft Budget for 2017 includes
estimated Offerings Income for 2017 as
lower than the actual income this year but
up on the budget for 2016. He also
anticipated that in 2017 there will be a rent
review which will increase the income
from use of  the premises. As regards
Expenditure, the contribution to
Ministries and Mission Funds will increase
in 2017. ‘Salaries, NI and pensions’ shows
an increase to reflect increases in salaries
and also to make provision for the balance
of  the proposed youth worker’s salary. In
relation to the item ‘Organ , Choir and
Music’, last year we agreed to pay the cost
of  the Chamber Group out of  the
General Fund. In 2017 the full cost of  the
Chamber Group would be met from the
Music Project Fund: with the amount
remaining in that fund plus the amount
now in the Legacies Fund the Group
should be funded to at least 2023. The
figure for Fabric Repairs and Maintenance
was roughly the same as for 2016. The
draft budget 2017 as presented by the
Treasurer was duly approved by Session.
The Treasurer was thanked warmly for his
hard work in preparing the budget and for

presenting it to Session.

Shelagh Laird The Clerk read out an
email from Boyd McAdam as Young
Church Convenor reporting to Session
that after at least 16 years Shelagh Laird
had decided to move on from helping with
Sunday School activities for the youngest
age groups to other activities within the
church. She had been a stalwart of  the
Sunday School and along with her
contribution to the music for the 9.30
service she had been a lynchpin in the
workings on Sunday mornings. Members
of  Session enthusiastically agreed that they
should formally record their grateful
thanks to Shelagh for her significant
contribution to the Young Church over
these many years. The Clerk was asked to
write a note of  thanks to Shelagh.

Congregational Gathering The report
on the congregational Gathering by Ian
McKenzie of  ‘Animate’ had been issued.
An Inquiry Group (as recommended by
the report) which will continue the process
begun at the Gathering has now been
created. The group comprises 12 people as
a good representation of  the
congregation. It is intended that the group
will present its findings before Easter
2017.

Life and Work Colin MacKenzie has
taken over from Peter Grant in relation to
the collection of  subscriptions for and
distribution of  “Life and Work”. Session
wished to record their huge thanks to
Peter Grant for undertaking this duty over
many years. Session is also grateful to
Colin MacKenzie for taking on this
responsibility.

SESSION MATTERS Catriona Spratt
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Open Sanctuary It has been suggested
to the Minister that the Sanctuary might
be left open to the public during the week,
say from 9.30 am to 12.30pm Monday to
Thursday. The Church’s insurer had been
consulted and he pointed out some of  the
potential risks involved. Session was
reasonably well disposed to the proposal
and it was agreed that the matter be
referred to the Business Committee for
consideration.

Business Committee Alvin Jackson
reported that the Business Committee had
met on 24 October and 21 November. As
well as the Budget 2017 other business
had included consideration of  the
installation of  ramps for the chancel and
to the West Door. The Church architect
has been consulted. A wider advert had
been made for a youth worker with a
closing date and interviews in late January.
Two papers entitled ‘Data Protection Policy’
and ‘Summary Document of  Data Protection
Policy’ had been written by Anne
Robertson summarising the Data
Protection requirements. Session approved
these papers and thanked Anne Robertson
for her thorough and diligent work in their
preparation.

Christian Aid Hilary Watkinson reported
that the Auction of  Talents raised over
£3400. The Family Christmas card raised
£964 and the Cake, Coffee and Craft
Morning raised £860.00. The total to date
for 2016 is just over £23,200 with the
Christmas Dinner still to take place.
Hilary thanked everybody who has
supported the CA initiatives over the year.
Hilary stated that she would be standing
down as CA Convenor after 10 years in
the role. She was very pleased to report
that Aileen Nimmo has agreed to take on
the responsibility and she will take over
from Hilary at the CA March meeting.

Hilary took the opportunity to thank all
the members of  her committee, past and
present, for all their support during these
years.  

Lastly, Hilary reported that Bob Cupples
has intimated his wish to stand down from
the Traidcraft Stall from now and that Jane
Main has agreed to take on this role. It was
proposed that Bob should be thanked for
all his work on the Traidcraft Stall and
Jane thanked for taking this on and this
was approved by Session. The Minister
thanked her for her dedicated service as
CA Convener over the ten year period –
and they were a great ten years! The
Minister’s sentiments were endorsed by
Session with loud applause.

First Friday Friends (FFF) Sandra
Carter reported that at their last meeting
FFF were joined by their sixteenth Friend.
Sandra wished to thank the twentytwo
helpers of  FFF. The Minister expressed
gratitude to Sandra and her team for the
great work they do.

New Members Session resolved to add
two new members to the Roll namely Mrs
Sheena Thomson and Mrs Mary
Thomson. 

Piano A member of  the congregation
has gifted a baby grand piano and which
has been installed in the sanctuary. Session
wished to record its thanks to the donor.

Chamber Organ The chamber organ,
which has been on loan to the Church, has
been sold.  The new owner is a member
of  the congregation who has loaned it
back to the Church for an indefinite
period. Session wished to record their
thanks to the new owner for this great
generosity.
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A MALAWI CONVERSATION Heather Cubie    

Shared knowledge and experience

Both morning services on Sunday 26
February will take this as their theme.
There are lots of  separate links in this
church with Malawi and its people and the
services will be an opportunity for the
congregation to learn of  these, ask
questions and to gather information on
interest in extending any of  those links.
We have been fortunate to secure the time
of  Rev Ken Ross from Netherlorn to
preach at both services. Ken spent 11
years in Malawi, helped to introduce the
first theology course in the University of
Malawi and is currently Chair of  the
Scottish Malawi Partnership. 

We hope to have Malawi produce to sell
alongside the Trade Craft stall and the

Christian Aid marmalade sale. In
particular, it would be wonderful if
Mayfield Salisbury as a congregation could
take on the 90kg rice challenge. Kilombero
rice is produced by  Malawian small
farmers, imported  through a Fair Trade
organisation Just Trading Scotland
(www.jts.co.uk )  and sold through the Co-
op and several  branches of  Margiotta.
90kg of  fairly traded rice would enable a
Malawian farmer to send a child to
secondary school for a year. 

Anyone who is involved with activity in
Malawi or who would like to be involved
in planning the services should get in
touch with Heather Cubie,
Heather@cubie-edinburgh.com; tel 0131
441 9079.

Minister’s Study Leave The Minister
will be on study leave from 2 to 29 January
2017 inclusive. The Very Revd Dr
Gilleasbuig Macmillan will act as locum.

Report by Presbytery Elder The Clerk
referred to a report to Session by the
Presbytery elder, Aileen Nimmo. Aileen
submitted her apologies for not attending
the Session Meeting as she would be
attending Presbytery. Her report noted
some of  the items Presbytery would be
considering. This includes the basis of
linking Craigmillar Park and Reid

Memorial Churches

Interim Moderator The Revd Dr Derek
Browning of  Morningside Parish Church  is
to be Moderator of  the General Assembly
in 2017 and Scott had agreed to be Interim
Moderator at Morningside for the period of
16 months. The locum Minister at
Morningside will be the Very Revd Dr
Andrew McLellan who will cover all the
ministerial duties. The Minister will conduct
services at Morningside 8 or 9 times and Dr
McLellan will take the services at Mayfield
Salisbury on these dates. 
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CHRISTMAS SERVICES



NEWS

EDINBURGH
INTER-FAITH: 
CURRENT
EVENTS

Eilie Blackwood

How well do you know your city? Did you know that EIFA
supports events that unite us citizens from diverse Faiths and
cultures? For example, in recent weeks, the Sikh community
ran a Bollywood-style fund-raising dinner dance, and dancing
by Sikhs is a colourful and joyous activity! There has been a
talk at the Scottish Parliament (organised by the University’s
Alaweed Centre) on recent research about Muslims in
Scotland. Drummond High School students hosted the
annual Holocaust Memorial Day event for the city, reflecting
on and learning from the Holocaust and other genocides. Did
you know these events and the monthly Community Meals
are open to us all? As the young EIFA administration
assistant, wrote, about getting to know Edinburgh,  my
understanding and appreciation of  this city has been formed, to a great
extent, through my meetings with its diverse communities and some
remarkable individuals. Notice of  events will be available in our
Order of  Service sheets or at info@eifa.org.uk                                                                                 
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This Afternoon Service of  Holy Communion  with Revd
Scott McKenna and Sheila Bryer will be held on Tuesday, 14
March at 2.30 – 3.45pm in the Upper Hall via West Mayfield
level access. This will be followed by Afternoon Tea and
Fellowship.

Everyone most welcome. Our mid-week services are
especially appreciated by the less mobile in our parish
community.     

Assistance is given on arriving and leaving and we all remain
seated at tea tables throughout the afternoon. 

If  you would appreciate further information please ask your 
Pastoral Visitor (PV), Sheila Bryer or Anne Sturrock. 

The next Afternoon Service will be on Tuesday 9 May.

AFTERNOON
SERVICE

TUESDAY 14 MARCH
2.30–3.45 PM

Anne Sturrock

A tour de force!  Food was delicious – every mouthful!
Meal was amazing!  Presented without delay or fuss! 

These were just some of  the accolades the Christian Aid
Committee received following on from the Christmas dinner
last December.  That it was so is in large part due to the new
ovens.  Eight rings that can be safely lit.  Gas supply that
responds at a nudge of  a control knob.  Four ovens which
heat to the displayed temperature.  Easily cleaned stove tops.
All encased in shiny stainless steel.  We love them!

Thank you, thank you, thank you.  We are grateful.

AN 
APPRECIATION

The Christian Aid
Committee

There were no flower arrangements in church during
December with the Advent wreath and Christmas tree in the
Sanctuary but many thanks to Elsa Monteith for kindly
donating some beautiful red poinsettias which brightened the
entrance. 

During January the flowers were arranged by Christina
Somerville and Jane Main.

FLOWERS

Jane Main  667 1711 
Chrystine Patterson  662 4506
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Dear Friends, 

We're sending you our best wishes for
2017 from the slightly snow-covered town
of  Siegen, Germany.

Our furlough is almost over - it was meant
to cover our adjustment after moving
from Nairobi, Kenya, to Siegen, Germany,
as well as times of  reconnecting with our
supporting churches and friends here. We
definitely needed those months and are
grateful for all the things that happened
and got accomplished. Here's a quick list
which is pretty representative but by no
means exhaustive:

• 15 June  - we land in Frankfurt. 
• 19-23 June - Oliver attends a 
linguistics conference in Helsinki. 

• 30 June - Silas gets registered for 
9th grade in Siegen (first day of  
school: 24 August)

• 23-30 July - family retreat with 30+ 
supporters in Northern Germany 

• 27 August - we can finally move 
into our new flat (delayed due to 
water damage)

• 29/30 August - Oliver participates 
in a linguistics conference in 
Leiden, Netherlands 

• 31 August/1 September - annual 
meeting of  regional linguistics 
coordinators (in Germany) 

• 1 September - Miriam starts her 
one-year internship at a hospital in 
Dresden

• 11 September - Open Day at 

Wycliffe Germany 

• 3 October - house-warming party 
with all of  our neighbours

• 17 October - Tabita starts her 
second year of  African Studies at 
Hamburg University

• 24-26 October - we attend further 
training for Wycliffe members 

• 14 November - Dorothea gets a 
replacement for her 10-year-old 
laptop (!) 

• 25-27 November - Dorothea co-
teaches a course for volunteers 
teaching German to refugees 

• 12-14 December - meeting of  
Africa linguistics team (at Wycliffe 
Germany's centre)

• 8-22 January - visits with 
supporting churches 

From 1 February, we will resume our
assignments as language learning coach
and linguistics consultant respectively. In
addition to her language coaching
responsibilities, Dorothea will staff  the

NEWS FROM OLIVER STEGEN  Kate O’Brien
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library at the German Wycliffe centre part-
time. Oliver's next consulting trips have
been booked: from 27 February to 11
March when he will train literacy staff  and
translators in Musoma, Tanzania; and 15-
22 March, he will be in Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia, training linguistics consultants
representing twelve different African
countries. Dorothea's first trip back to
Africa has been scheduled for the end of
June. We are looking forward to applying
our language related competencies again.

While we ourselves are doing fine
financially, not least thanks to the faithful
support of  some of  you, we have to
realise that our African colleagues struggle
to cover the expenses of  their further
training, especially where this involves air
travel to training locations. Hence, we have
endeavoured to also raise support on
behalf  of  those whom we train. 

Last May for the academic training
workshop in Dar es Salaam, we were able
to subsidise a couple of  African colleagues
with a total amount of  $1,200. For the
larger workshop in Ethiopia this coming

March, we have pledged to raise $3,000.
Thanks to the inquiry of  a friend in the
U.S.A., we have found out how it is
possible to donate to our ministry online,
either through Wycliffe US
www.wycliffe.org or through Wycliffe UK
www.wycliffe.org.uk  In both cases, the
designation ‘Stegen 301565’ will ensure
that the donation goes towards our
ministry.

As we start a new year, we look to God's
promise as expressed in Ezekiel 36:26, I
will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will
put within you. - which is also the Verse of
the Year for 2017 in the Daily Texts, cf.
www.moravian.org/faith-a-
congregations/an-introduction-to-the-
daily-texts-2/ (The original location of
drawing the texts by lot since 1731 is close
to Dorothea's hometown in Saxony.)

May you experience His blessing, guidance 
and protection in 2017!

With all our love in Christ,
Oliver & Dorothea

ST GILES' AT SIX

Sunday, 5 March, 
18:00 – 19:00
Organ Recital by
Dorien Schouten 

Programme includes music 
by J.S.Bach, Mendelssohn 
and Dann Manneke.
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
FEBRUARY

Sun 5 9.30am All-Age Worship (SSM)
10.45am Morning Service:  5th Sunday of  Epiphany (SSM)
7.00pm Communion round the Table (SSM)

Tues 7 9.30am Morning Prayers in the sanctuary

Sun 12 9.30am All-Age Worship (SSM)
10.45am Morning Service:  3rd Sunday before Lent (SSM)
7.00pm Evening Service (SB)

Tues 14 9.30am Morning Prayers in the sanctuary

Sun 19 9.30am All-Age Worship (SSM)
10.45am Morning Service:  2nd Sunday before Lent (SSM)
7.00pm Evening Service:  Godly Play (EB)

Tues 21 9.30am Morning Prayers in the sanctuary

Sun 26 9.30am All-Age Worship (SSM/Revd Professor Ken Ross)
10.45am Morning Service:  ‘A Malawi Conversation’ (SSM/KR)
7.00pm Communion round the Table (SSM)

Tues 28 9.30am Morning Prayers in the sanctuary

MARCH

Sun 5 9.30am All-Age Worship (Very Revd Dr Andrew McLellan)
10.45am Morning Service: First Sunday of  Lent (AM)
7.00pm Communion round the Table (SSM)

Tues 7 9.30am Morning Prayers in the sanctuary

Sun 12 9.30am All-Age Worship & Communion (SSM)
10.45am Morning Service:  2nd Sunday of  Lent & Communion (SSM)
7.00pm Evening Service (SB)

The Web & The Word

A selection of sermons preached at Mayfield Salisbur y
Church, in audio, video or  text formats, may be found on
our website:    www.mayfieldsalisbury.org



Feb. 5 Exodus 23,24 / Matthew 26
Feb. 6 Exodus 25,26 / Matthew 27
Feb. 7 Exodus 27,28 / Matthew 28
Feb. 8 Exodus 29, 30 / Psalm 18
Feb. 9 Exodus 31,32 / Acts 1
Feb. 10 Exodus 33,34 / Acts 2
Feb. 11 Exodus 35,36 / Psalm 19
Feb. 12 Exodus 37,38 / Acts 3
Feb. 13 Exodus 39,40 / Acts 4
Feb. 14 Leviticus 1-3 / Acts 5
Feb. 15 Leviticus 4,5 / Psalms 20,21
Feb. 16 Leviticus 6,7 / Acts 6
Feb. 17 Leviticus 8,9 / Acts 7
Feb. 18 Leviticus 10-12 / Psalm 22
Feb. 19 Leviticus 13,14 / Acts 8
Feb. 20 Leviticus 15,16 / Acts 9

Feb. 21 Leviticus 17,18 / Acts 10
Feb. 22 Leviticus 19,20 / Psalms 23,24
Feb. 23 Leviticus 21,22 / Acts 11
Feb. 24 Leviticus 23,24 / Acts 12
Feb. 25 Leviticus 25,26 / Psalm 25
Feb. 26 Leviticus 27 / Numbers 1 

/ Acts 13
Feb. 27 Numbers 2,3 / Acts 14
Feb. 28 Numbers 4,5 / Acts 15
March 1 Numbers 6,7 / Psalms 26,27
March 2 Numbers 8,9 / Acts 16
March 3 Numbers 10,11 / Acts 17
March 4 Numbers 12-14 / Psalms 28,29
March 5 Numbers 15,16 / Acts 18
March 6 Numbers 17-19 / Acts 19
March 7 Numbers 20,21 / Acts 20
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THE BIBLE IN A YEAR

February

Mon 6  The Hermitage                       2.5 -3mls Isabel Smith   667 6336
10am at Church 67 bus  cafe avilable

Tues 14 Water of  Leith Walkway 2-3mls Jean Blaikie       668 4604
10am at Church  No 8 bus 

Sat 25 Innerleithen - Cardrona/Peebles 2.5 / 5mls Molly Woolgar 667 2688
Jenny McCallum 667 2888

9.50 Salisbury Place  X52 bus exit available at Cardrona for Edinburgh bus.  

MAYFIELD MILERS - UPCOMING WALKS

February    9 Duncan Currie: Travels in Eastern Canada  
16 Musical afternoon with Hazel Hamilton
23 The Police: Doorstep Crime 

March  2 Kathleen Hendry: From the Sava to the Danube
9 Bob McIntosh: Scottish Lighthouses
16 The Ceilidh Band
23 Mavis Bain: Santiago de Compostela
30 Kozo Hoshino: Some Pictures in the National Gallery

April     6 Boyd McAdam: The Children’s Hearings System  
20 Hamish Coghill: Edinburgh Characters
27 Honeysuckle Swing - Diana Saunderson & Gus  Carmichael

May     4 Outing

THURSDAY CLUB SYLLABUS 



Minister 
Revd Scott S McKenna SMcKenna@churchofscotland.org.uk 667 1286

Pastoral Assistant 
Sheila Bryer s.bryer@btinternet.com 672 2232 

Church Manager
William Mearns william@mearns.me 667 1522 

Organist
Dorien Schouten dorienschouten@gmail.com 0747 218 8898

Session Clerk 
Angus McIntyre angusbmcintyre@gmail.com 557 8458

Treasurer
John Graham culkein@btinternet.com 667 6331

Gift Aid Donations
Hugh Somerville hs.somerville@btinternet.com 667 9797

Copy Date for next issue: 7.30pm on Friday 24 February 2017

Church Address:
18 West Mayfield, Edinburgh, EH9 1TQ

Church Telephones:
Office 667 1522
Mayfield Radio 667 7742

Grapevine Submissions
c/o William Mearns - 667 1522 
william@mearns.me

Grapevine Distribution
Distribution: Janet Moncur - 664 3918
williammoncur@btinternet.com

Pastoral Care
For Home or Hospital visits, please 
contact Sheila Bryer - 672 2232 
s.bryer@btinternet.com

Church Office
By Appointment 667 1522 or
william@mearns.me

Staff Days Off
Minister: Mondays (generally)
Church Manager: Monday PM & Friday
Print Run: Web
This run 0 Total so far 475 (inc. drafts)
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