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Dear Friends,

In Islam, we read:

O Lord, 
Thou didst not create this (world)
in vain…..

Everything in the realm of  nature
and human existence is a sign –
a manifestation of  God’s divine names 
and attributes.

Just as each entity is a reflection
of  the divine manifestation, so it
the human being.   

In the Qur’an, we read, ‘Wherever you
turn, there is the Face of  God’.   In his
Letter to the Colossians, St Paul wrote of
Christ:

He is the image of  the invisible God,
the firstborn of  all creation, 
for in him all things in heaven  and on earth
were created, things visible and invisible,
whether thrones or dominions or rulers
powers’ – all things have been 
created through him and for him.
He himself  is before all things, and 
in him all things hold together.

With the season
of  Spring fast
pproaching,
buds already
appearing, we
can with spiritual
imagination let
the re-birth of
nature be a
sacrament for us.
The surprise of
snowdrops,
daffodils silently
rising from the
dark earth, and the appearance of  insects,
even butterflies, together point us towards
the rising of  Christ at Easter.   Each
emergence is a divine manifestation.   God
is in all things and all things are in God.   

February begins with Candlemas, the
Presentation of  Christ in the Temple.
Snowdrops are also known as Candlemas
Bells.   Following the example of  Simeon,
we too are to embrace Christ.   May each
snowdrop be a reminder of  the essence of
our faith.

Every blessing,

Scott
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SPIRITUAL GROWTH FUND The congregation has a fund
administered by the Kirk Session the purpose of which is to resource spiritual growth.
One use of the fund is to support individuals who wish to undertake courses
designed to help with personal spiritual growth, such as silent prayer, Spiritual
Direction or Ignatian Spirituality.    To be eligible, applicants need to explain how
undertaking such a course would be beneficial to them and Mayfield Salisbury or the
wider Church.   You can apply for a grant from this fund by contacting the Minister (in
confidence).  

THE MANSE Revd Dr Scott S. McKenna
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Our Pastoral Assistant, Kay McIntosh
DCS, may be contacted on 07903 266 307
or kay@backedge.co.uk

Morning prayers take place in the
Sanctuary each Tuesday morning from
9.30am. This provides an opportunity to
pray in silence for those known to us who
are ill or who are passing through difficult
times. If  you, or someone known to you,
would like to be remembered this way in
prayer, please inform Kay or Scott.

Pastoral care is the responsibility of  us all
but, if  you feel that someone is needing
extra care, then please notify Scott, Kay or
a Pastoral Visitor Group Coordinator.

We are happy to visit members of  our
congregation and parish in their own
homes, nursing homes and hospitals.

Contact details for PV group co-
ordinators:

Dorothy Cloughley
0131 667 3565
dorothycloughley@googlemail.com

Wendy Mathison 
0131 447 5562
wsmdance3@gmail.com

Anne Mulligan  
0131 664 3426
mulliganne@aol.com

Maggie Ross 
0131 668 3859
maggiejeanross@btinternet.com

Hilary Watkinson
hilary.watkinson@btinternet.com

Changes of  address etc. should continue
to be passed to the roll keeper, Hugh
Somerville.  

Please remember we need new
volunteers for driving people to and
from church, and to help with the
flowers.

Kay

PASTORAL CARE



Alasdair Bisset reflects on a
year spent teaching in Nepal as
a Project Trust volunteer.
He received financial support
from the Shierlaw Fund; 
its Committee welcomes
applications from young people
planning to take part in projects
which promote health or
education in developing countries.

Alasdair writes ---

I have returned from
Nepal, and am now
embarking on a university
career studying medicine.
Since arriving home, I have had a great
opportunity to share my stories with
friends and family, and reflect on the
things I have seen and done.

The society of  Puja has been largely
untouched by the west, and I was only the
second Westerner to visit the village. The
community is very traditional, and
attitudes to status and women are still very
‘patriarchal’. For example, in the villages,
men and women work together on
projects from house building to repairing
roads. For these jobs, men are paid 500
rupees (£3) for a day’s work, but women
are only paid 250 rupees (£1.50). I quizzed
the teachers about this, and they simply
answered that that is the way it has always
been! This shocked me, but there was a
time in my own home that was even more
poignant to me. When our fellow
volunteers, Emily and Lydia, came to visit,
the children asked me why I was doing the
dishes when we had two girls over to stay!
Seeing how entrenched these attitudes are

was quite shocking, and made me much
more aware of  the extent of  gender
inequality around the world. 

I was naturally curious as to what our
students would do after school. From my
own experience, it is the norm to go on to
further education, and rarer to go into
work. But in Nepal, and especially rural
Nepal, what young people do post school
is very different. People get married much
younger and very few go on to further
education, due to financial problems and a
lack of  prior education. The village, a
community of  subsistence farmers, has
very few jobs for young people. This
results in the young men going to India
and the Gulf  States to find work, and the
young women living with their parents-in-
law and working on the farm. Young
married couples barely see each other. I
was always asked whether I was married,
and they couldn’t believe it when I said no! 

What was the experience of  teaching

NEPAL                                           Kate O’Brien
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Teaching class 6 - making the lesson interactive 
made it much more engaging!



English like in Nepal? I had
been told  my my training only
to use English in my lessons, so
I had assumed that there would
be a rudimentary level of
English - but the truth was the
children did not speak any
English at all. The positive
aspect was being able to start at
the ‘the beginning’ on a clean
slate, but the negative was that I
couldn’t even have basic
communications with the
students. So I had to be
proactive. 

I taught vocabulary using pictures and
actions, which was challenging. But it
worked, and we covered topics like food,
clothes, transport and family. There are
some fundamental differences between
Nepali and English, such as word order,
which caused problems. However, after I
learned more of  the language, I could help
them more with this. Over the course of
the year, there were certainly
improvements, but the main benefit will
be seen after the students have had 3 or 4
years of  continuous teaching from native
English speakers. The whole experience
made me realise how challenging teaching
is, especially with a language barrier and a
lack of  educational resources. 

Living in the community for a year was a
privilege, but there are a couple of  things
that have only really become clear upon
coming home. One of  these was how
poor the community is, but it never really
felt that way. In Puja, people don’t have
many possessions, but this doesn’t stop
them being incredibly warm and
welcoming. I discovered that our host
families’ savings totalled less than £500,
but that didn’t stop them allowing us to

live in their house (rent-free!), share their
produce and eat with them. And we were
invited to everyone’s house at some point
during the year. Imagine welcoming a
stranger who doesn’t speak your language
into your home. 

It was this warmth of  the people that
really made me feel at home. They are
slow to anger and quick to smile - I never
realised how much a simple smile can
mean to someone in a strange and alien
community. There is one thing that I am
happy to leave behind though - Dal Bhat
for every meal! I loved the food while I
was in Nepal, but not having the same
dish for every meal is rather nice!

I would like to extend my thanks to the
Shierlaw Fund which made this year
possible for me, as well as helping to fund
our school trip that meant so much to our
students. I have learnt a huge amount this
year, and I hope you have enjoyed sharing
my experiences through my newsletters. 

Namaste,

Alasdair Bisset
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Nepalis love to gather for a party, and a party 
always has lots of  dancing!!
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Long ago - 20 years? Surely not. For young
folk a large part of  their life-  even the
whole of  it so far; but for us, more mature
citizens, a small part of  our existence!

I’m looking back 20 years to the first week
of  January 1999, when was presented in
Mayfield Salisbury Church Halls the first
of  five annual pantomimes: - The Sleeping
Cuttie, a mini-panto, extended with some
soloists using the slot after the Interval.
While later pantomimes were very well
done and extremely well received, this first
one stole the show, and had FULL
HOUSES on the Friday evening and the
Saturday matinee. The front of  house
staff  managed to squeeze in all those
wishing admittance! (The Church Manager
would not have allowed it even pre-Health
and Safety. Don’t blame William - he was
still at school then!) 

Why so successful a panto?  No one
outside the company could hardly believe
what douce members of  the Kirk were
able to perform on stage, and with a
restricted number of  rehearsals! The
Radio Unit provided and operated the
stage lighting and sound console; the
Choir (pre-special singers) preformed the
main singing roles; the new Church
Officer, his wife  and younger daughter in
the cast; some mature(?) folks played
various roles (and remembered their lines!)
while others worked tirelessly behind the
scenes - building the set, making the
‘props’, keeping the cast in order and the
performance running smoothly, ably led
by the Stage Manager, Alf  Hannay, the
Group Treasurer and the Box office guru,
Alastair Paul.

Some memorable moments?

a) ‘The Nurse’ - Jean Bathgate had to
withdraw a few weeks before the opening
performance but one indefatigable back
stage worker stepped in. Who will forget
Irene Paul in the Nurse’s uniform, wearing
a bright green wig and holding two-feet
long knitting needles?

b) The spell on the Court putting all to
sleep for a hundred years ended Part One.
Fairy Electric (Isabel Lunn) laid covers
over the sleepers, gave the King (John
Lunn) his Teddy Bear, the Queen (Rhoda
Drummond) a flower, and left a milk crate
at the door!

c) A mother phoned the previous weekend
asking me if  the show was cancelled as all
the notices outside had been blown down
in a storm, and ‘were there still tickets for
the Matinees?’ I assured her that all was
well, and tickets for her daughter’s
birthday party had been reserved. After
the matinee finale, she was brought on
stage to hear ‘Happy Birthday’ sung to her
buy all - cast and audience. A great ending.

So much more could be written, but space
does not permit. Finally, a very big thank
you to all who took part - some no longer
with us; some frail but still active members
of  the Kirk.

Douglas Currie

IN THE BLEAK MIDWINTER

The Web & The Word

A selection of sermons audio or in
text) preached by Scott can be
found on the Web at: 
www.mayfieldsalisbury.org
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CrossReach Celebrates One Hundred
and Fifty Years of  Social Care in
Scotland.

In 1869 when ‘Victorian Scotland was a
place where the gap between rich and
poor was sharply in focus’, Dr Archibald
Charteris, a former moderator of  the
General Assembly, sowed the seeds of
‘care in Christ’s name’, by setting up the
Committee on Christian Life and Work.
This highly influential and effective body,
which oversaw the foundation of  the
Women’s Guild, the Diaconate and the
Church of  Scotland’s magazine Life and
Work,  later became the Board of  Social
Responsibility, then the Social Care
Council and, since 2005, CrossReach.

The January 2019 issue of  Life and Work
gives a rich account of  the growth and
range of  social care in the Church and
more coverage is promised in future issues
this year, to celebrate the anniversary.
www.lifeandwork.org

Dr Charteris’ committee aimed to provide
social care with a church-wide focus,
wherever it was most needed and over the
past 150 years many key services were set
up across Scotland. The Deaconess
Training Hospital, founded in 1894,
bought together the diaconate and social
care; Church of  Scotland Huts supported
soldiers at the front in WW1; Eventide
Homes for the elderly were set from 1926;
counselling for people with addictions,
residential children’s homes, and later
smaller community homes for ‘looked-
after children’, were other important
initiatives. 

Today, CrossReach provides essential care,

especially for people on the margins of
society and is one of  the country’s largest
providers of  social services. It provides
care for older people, help with tackling
alcoholism, drug and mental health
problems (including postnatal depression)
and assistance for homeless people.
Rehabilitation of  ex-offenders is a more
recent provision.

In answer to the question ‘How have
CrossReach services impacted on your
life?’ a former client of  the CrossReach
Perinatal Services, Fiona Cockburn
responded: ‘The impact CrossReach had
on my life was essential, as the panic,
anxiety and insomnia was so bad
sometimes that I felt overwhelmed and
needed Jenna with me at all times.
Working through the trauma of  the past
years (with a counsellor) was key to my
recovery. CrossReach is essential in
providing expert care for mums like me. It
helps us when everything is new,
frightening, and not as joyous as it should
be. I believe all good gifts come from
God, and I’m so grateful to Him for His
provision of  this service.’

CrossReach needs our prayer and financial
support to continue this work. Mayfield
Salisbury Church has declared its
commitment to CrossReach by supporting
the agency’s provision of  Perinatal
Services to new parents experiencing
mental health difficulties. We are doing
this by having regular special collections,
the next one being on 24 February. Then
there will be a family fund-raising event on
Saturday, 1st June 2019, so please keep
that date and come!

(Based on a leading article by Lynne McNeil, 
Life and Work, January 2019.)

CROSSREACH Eilie Blackwood



Prayer of  Illumination

Let us pray.

Spirit of  God, bless our meditations.   Grant us
peace, shalom and wisdom through Your inspired
and holy Word.   Amen.

On the third day Abraham looked up and
saw the place, Mount Moriah, where he
was to sacrifice his only son, Isaac.   It was
on the third day that, released from the
altar, Isaac was born again.   At Mount
Sinai, the LORD said to Moses, ‘Tell the
people to be ready by the third day,
because on that day the LORD will come
down on Mount Sinai in the sight of  all the
people’.   It was on the third day that the
stone was rolled away from the tomb and
the Risen Christ ‘appeared’ to Mary
Magdalene in the garden, the disciples
behind closed doors, and Cleopas and his
friend on the Road to Emmaus.   

Today we enter and re-imagine the story of
Jesus at the wedding in Cana of  Galilee.
A village in the region of  Galilee nine
miles north of  Nazareth, Cana was the
home of  the disciple Nathanael.   It was in
Cana of  Galilee that a Roman official from
Capernaum sought out Jesus, wept before
Him, and begged Him to heal his critically
ill son.   Jesus, His disciples and the mother
of  Jesus were guests at a wedding; a
wedding during which the wine ran out.   

The story is very present to us; it is one of
the most vivid events in the life of  Jesus.
It is not difficult to picture Jesus standing
in the warmth and brightness of  the sun,
enjoying the happiness and joy of  a Middle
Eastern wedding.   Not far from Him were
six large stone water jars set aside for
Jewish purification, each jar capable of
holding thirty gallons.   At the behest of
His mother, Jesus instructed stewards to
fill the jars to the brim and, having done
so, He said, ‘Now draw some out.’   The
stewards tasted the water:  it had become
wine.   The bridegroom said that it was the
best wine.   This story, this ‘miracle’ or
sign, took place on the third day.   The first
words in this story are not incidental:  ‘On
the third day there was a wedding in Cana
of  Galilee’.   This is a story about being
born again, about the LORD appearing in
the sight of  His people, and it is a
Resurrection story.   

In Judaism, wine is a symbol of  happiness.
Blessings are recited over a cup of  wine at
weddings and circumcisions.   In the days
of  the temple in Jerusalem, every sacrifice
offered was accompanied by an offering of
wine.   In the Jewish rabbinic tradition,
from the creation narrative of  Noah, it is
said that Noah, a man of  the soil, was the
first person to plant a vineyard.   When the
second temple was destroyed by the
Romans in 70CE, the conquering armies
denied their Jewish captives the right to
plant new vineyards.   It was as if  the

SERMON Revd Dr Scott S. McKenna

WATER INTO WINE

THERE IS MORE TO THIS STORY THAN MEETS THE EYE

Sunday 20 January 2019

Isaiah 62: 1 – 5         1 Corinthians 12: 1 - 11        St John 2: 1 – 11
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victors were squeezing the life out of
the Jewish people.   By contrast, the
abundance of  good wine at a wedding
feast is a symbol of  life, vitality, deep
joy and love.   

Standing in the village among the
wedding guests, let yourself  be lifted
by the wine’s aroma.   Draw a deep
breath.   The story is intended to be
spiritually intoxicating.   To first
century Jews, the vine tree surpassed
all others and Israel itself  was
described as a vine out of  Egypt.
During the reign of  Solomon, in a
time of  contentment and peace, Israel
sat under the vine.   When Jacob
blessed his son, Judah, he bid him
wash his garments in wine and his
robes in the blood of  grapes.   Wine was a
sign of  well-being, prosperity and blessing.
These ancient themes are present in the
wine’s aroma.   

At the centre of  the story, there is a
seemingly awkward moment between Jesus
and His mother.   When she tells Him that
the wine has run out, He replies, ‘Woman,
what concern is that to you and to me?’
Not put off  by that, she says, ‘Do whatever
he tells you’.   It is then that Jesus instructs
the stewards.   Almost unnoticed, what a
profoundly spiritual sentiment:  ‘Do
whatever he tells you’.   In the life of  the
soul, in our prayers and meditations, we are
to be present and receptive to Jesus.   

In the Gospel of  Mark, Jesus is described
as the son of  Mary.   In the Gospel of
Matthew, Mary is mentioned six times, five
of  which are in the birth narrative.   In the
Gospel of  Luke, Mary is mentioned twelve
times, all of  which are in the birth
narrative, and she is mentioned once in the
Book of  Acts.   By contrast to this number

of  appearances, Mary is mentioned seventy
times in the Qur’an and described as the
greatest of  all women.   

Last week and before, I said that, with the
emergence of  each Gospel and the
evolving theology within them, the
baptism of  Jesus was handled differently.
The baptism of  Jesus for repentance and
forgiveness of  sins in the first Gospel was
slowly re-worked so that by the time of  the
last Gospel Jesus’ baptism was omitted
altogether.   In the Gospel of  John, the
mother of  Jesus is mentioned only twice:
firstly, at Cana in Galilee and, secondly, at
the foot of  the cross.   On neither
occasion does the Fourth Evangelist
mention her by name.   If  we only had the
Gospel of  John, we would not know the
name of  Jesus’ mother.   

At the foot of  the cross, we again hear
Jesus address her as ‘Woman’.   Standing
together with the Beloved Disciple, Jesus
said to His mother, ‘Woman, here is your
son.’   To the Disciple, He said, ‘Here is
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Marriage at Cana by Giotto, 14th century



your mother’.   We are told that
‘from that hour the disciple took
her into his own home’.   Over
the centuries, commentators have
struggled to account for the
manner in which Jesus addressed
His mother:  ‘Woman’.   It is stark
and cold or, at least, it is stark and
cold if  it is historical.   This is the
spiritual or mystical Gospel.
What if  there is more to this story
than meets the eye?

In the Roman Catholic tradition,
it is said that the woman who
appears in the Book of  Revelation
at chapter 12 is Mary.   It is a
dramatic vision of  a woman and a
devouring dragon.   The woman
gives birth to a son, the messiah,
who will rule over the nations.
The child is taken to God and the
throne of  God.   It is not a book
or story for the faint-hearted.
What is significant is that the
woman is clothed with the sun,
with the moon under her feet and
on her head a crown of  twelve
stars.   She is simply ‘the woman’.
But, in the Hebrew Bible, there is
a woman mentioned alongside the
sun, moon and stars and there are
numerous times in Jeremiah,
Isaiah, Ezekiel, Hosea and Micah
when the metaphor of  a woman is
explicitly mentioned.   In the Hebrew Bible
and in Paul’s Letter to the Galatians, the
woman is Israel.   St Paul said, ‘Jerusalem is
our mother’.   

Is it possible that the ‘mother of  Jesus’
mentioned in John is not Mary, not His
biological mother, but Israel?   Israel was
His mother; it was she who gave birth to
Him.   It was from her the messiah came.

In the Gospel of  John, Mary is not named.
At the foot of  the cross, the Beloved
Disciple is present but not named.   The
Beloved Disciple was the first person to
believe in Jesus, in the Resurrection, the
first person to see that eternity was to be
tasted now, in this life.   At the foot of  the
cross, Jesus said to His mother, ‘Woman,
here is your son’.   To the Beloved
Disciple, He said, ‘Here is your mother’.
The Evangelist said, ‘From that hour the
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Christ on the Cross with Mary and St John 
by Rogier van der Weyden  (1400–1464)



disciple took her into his own home’.   Is
this moment the birth of  a new Israel, a
new start for an older religion?   

As a terribly bad Presbyterian, I find
immense spiritual depth and reward gazing
into icons of  the Orthodox tradition,
many of  which portray Mary with Her
Child.   The icons reveal closeness;
spiritual closeness we are to emulate.   I
have no difficulty in reading the account
of  Mary at the foot of  the Cross as
historical, as a moment of  immense
tragedy.   I find sculptures and paintings of
the pieta, of  Mary holding the dead Christ
across her knees, a depiction of  the
deepest human suffering.   But, equally, the
Word of  God is eternally fertile and so I
can also see in the account of  John, both
at the cross and at the wedding in Cana,
the mother of  Jesus as a symbol of  Israel.   

At the wedding, it is the mother of  Jesus
who initiates the ministry of  Jesus.   A first
century hearer would know what was
intended by the word ‘woman’.   Jesus was
born from the womb of  Israel.   In the
very next chapter, Nicodemus asked Jesus,

‘Can one enter a second time into the
mother’s womb and be born?’   Read
literally, these stories are clumsy but, as
spiritual truth, they point us to renewal, re-
birth, and the beauty of  God in Jesus.
Water is turned into wine.   For the
followers of  Jesus, Judaism is renewed in
Christ.
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CHRISTIAN AID
PRAYER THOUGHTS 

Pray for Mina Sakala Mwale, her
husband Boniface Mwale, and all
small-scale farmers in Zambia. Give
thanks for the microfinance they can
access, set up by Christian Aid’s Joint
Country Programme (JCP). Pray for
the advocacy work of the JCP to be
effective, calling for transparency and
equity in how resources are used
throughout the country.

Read: Mark 10:17-31

Thank you, loving God, 
for the joy of lives turned around 
and empowered to flourish.
May that be the experience
of many and not the minority 
in Zambia.
AMEN

Swabian painted wood Pietà of  c. 1500
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This winter is the worst ever for refugees
in north Lebanon. Two powerful storms
in January have caused widespread
flooding and wind damage to the tents of
thousands in the Bekaa valley while, above
the valley, those in the remote town of
Arsal have been overwhelmed by deep
snow, with night time temperatures
remaining below zero.  

The storms have been largely unreported
in the UK media, but google Storm
Norma Lebanon or Storm Miriam
Lebanon, and you will find plenty about
them. 

Maggie Tookey of  Edinburgh Direct Aid
has been in Arsal for over a week now. She
reports increasing numbers of  appeals for
help from destitute refugees living in
remote camps. Many are now having to
share cramped tents with their neighbours,

as their own have collapsed under the
weight of  snow, or are leaking in the slow
thaw. Travelling to collect or deliver the aid
on untreated icy roads is difficult and
dangerous.

Edinburgh Direct Aid has set up an
emergency appeal fund that is being spent
on the most immediate needs – oil for
stoves, food, and wood and tarpaulin to
mend or rebuild damaged tents. Any
contribution, however small, will be used
at once to provide life-saving support.

You can pay online at
www.edinburghdirectaid.org, where you
can also read more about the situation,
and Maggie’s account of  her first few days
working there. Or you can send a cheque
payable to Edinburgh Direct Aid /
Storm to Edinburgh Direct Aid, 29
Starbank Rd, Edinburgh EH5 3BY.

EMERGENCY APPEAL FOR REFUGEES
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A few months ago we remembered the
Armistice. A broadcaster said that for
Palestine, the Great War has never ended.

My first visit to Israel/Palestine was life
changing!  Simply to pick up pebbles on
the Galilean beach and think that Jesus
saw a sunset like this too!

But whose land is this now? A hundred
years ago Britain offered to support an
Arab state including Palestine, and two
years later supported the establishment of
a Jewish homeland in Palestine. Both
peoples believed they had the right to the
land. Could this be a cause of  the present
conflict?

What does the occupation mean to the
people who live in this fraught region?
House demolitions? Administrative
detention? These laws were enacted by the
British and are still being used by Israel in
the Occupied Palestinian Territories. Gaza
is an integral part of  Palestine, home to
two million Palestinians, living in
intolerable conditions. By 2020, according
to the UN, Gaza will be uninhabitable. 

We British have a historical responsibility
for Palestine and a duty to advance human
rights for all in Israel and Palestine. What
is Scotland’s role?

The Balfour Project, in collaboration with
the Church of  Scotland and Edinburgh
University, will host an inclusive,
interactive afternoon on Sunday 17th
March in the Gordon Aikman Theatre,
George Square. The Very Revd Dr
Andrew McLellan, well known to this
church, is one of  the patrons of  this
Scottish charity.

Panellists will include Jamie McGoldrick,
UN Humanitarian Coordinator Palestine;
Ilan Baruch, retired Israeli Ambassador;
Rev Iain Cunningham, Church of
Scotland; John McHugo, Historian,
International Lawyer; Philippa Whitford
MP; Christine Jardine MP. 

At another event in Glasgow on 14 March,
Allan Little will chair a workshop on The
News from Gaza: Dispelling Myths and Telling
the Truth. 

Book free tickets at Eventbrite. More
information and a short film on the
history can be found at
www.balfourproject.org

Martin Luther King Junior said ‘The arc
of  the moral universe is long, but it bends
towards justice.’

JUSTICE FOR PALESTINE Monica Spooner



14

Session met on 11 December 2018 when
the following were discussed:

Recent events
The Moderator mentioned that he had
attended the recent St Andrew’s Day
service at St Columba’s.  He also said that
the EIFA dinner, held on 2 December at
Mayfield Salisbury, had been a very
enjoyable evening.  It was well attended,
with around 40 people there.  Thanks
were extended to Anne Aithie and her
team for ensuring the smooth running of
the meal.

New Members: The Moderator reported
that he had received Certificates of
Transference for the Reverend Dr George
Whyte and Moira Whyte. Both were
admitted as new members, and the Session
extended a warm welcome to them. 

Budget 
The Treasurer, John Graham, spoke to the
budget papers which he had prepared. The
estimated actual outturn for 2018 is likely
to be close to break-even which compares
with the budgeted deficit for the year of
£9,300.  There are a number of  reasons
for the improved position, including the
fact that a rebate had been obtained for
our water supply and also because there
was only a partial staff  complement for
some of  the year. Session expressed its
thanks to the Treasurer for his accurate
budgeting and, in particular, for his efforts
in securing the water rebate.  The Church
Manager’s hard work in ensuring efficient
use of  the premises was also recognised.
The Treasurer noted that we were likely to
be facing a deficit of  around £24,200 for
the coming year.  Several reasons lie
behind this, such as the recently approved
extension of  the Pastoral Assistant’s hours

for 2019 and also a forecast drop in
offerings income.  In addition, the Mission
and Ministries contribution is likely to be
slightly higher than in recent years.
Although the budgeted shortfall will be
the largest we have contemplated in 7 or 8
years, we have had a surplus from 2013
(the date of  the last general appeal) in
every year except for one.  The Treasurer
noted, however, that a deficit of  this order
cannot be sustained for long and there
would therefore need to be a discussion by
elders during the coming year with a view
to setting a financial course for the future.
The budget for 2019 was unanimously
approved, and the Treasurer thanked for
his diligence and care in preparing it.   

Report on Funds
The Treasurer said that this type of  report
is not one which has been discussed by
Session in recent times.  It was felt that
there was a value in reviewing the current
position with a view to deciding whether
or not to follow the report’s
recommendations.  These had already
been discussed within the Business
Committee.  (In what follows it should be
borne in mind that Restricted Funds are
ones which the donor stipulates are to be
used for a specific purpose, whereas
Designated Funds are those which the
Kirk Session has determined to use for a
specific purpose.  Charity law provides
that the former can only be used for the
stated purpose, whereas Session can
determine a new purpose for the latter if
it so chooses.)

Restricted Funds. There was discussion
concerning the Benevolent Fund. It has
not been used for a number of  years. The
funds currently in it were transferred there
from the General Fund by decision of  the

SESSION MATTERS 
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Session some years ago. Approval was
given after a vote to the business
committee's recommendation to wind this
up and return the balance to the General
Fund from which any future benevolent
payments would be made was approved.  

It was also agreed to wind up (i) the
Sanctuary Renovation and Access Funds
following completion of  the respective
projects and (ii) the Taylor and Tait
Watson Funds as they are now exhausted. 

Designated Funds. The Treasurer provided a
comprehensive explanation of  the various
funds and the Moderator invited questions
and decisions on the various
recommendations.  Session unanimously
agreed to the reclassification of  the
Shierlaw Fund as a designated fund, and to
the winding up of  the Mission Fund as it
is now exhausted.  On discussion of  the
recommendation to wind up the General
and Fabric Reserve Fund the Moderator
asked whether the Church of  Scotland
regulations required there to be a fabric
fund.  Subject to satisfactory resolution of
that issue, Session agreed that the General
and Fabric Reserve Fund be wound up
and the balance be transferred to the
General Fund.

Session acknowledged that, in the course
of  the coming year, it would need to
consider the longer-term financial position
and direction.  This may be a suitable
subject for discussion in groups at a future
Session meeting.

Business Committee 
The Convener, Steve Holehouse,
highlighted the fact that the Pastoral
Assistant’s contract had been varied in
accordance with the decision taken at the
Session Meeting on 13 November.  He
also noted that Jean MacGilchrist would
be standing down as communications

officer from the end of  this year.  Session
expressed its appreciation for all that she
has done in that role over the last 4 years.

Christian Aid 
Convener Aileen Nimmo mentioned that
the St Andrews Dinner had  been very
successful and had been attended by over
50 people.  She also thanked the Church
Manager for his hard work in producing
the Christmas Card.

Presbytery Elder
Anne Steele noted that the Presbytery had
met on 6 November and 4 December.
One point to highlight was the survey
being conducted by the Presbytery about
ways in which churches are ‘dementia
friendly’.  Sandra Carter said that she had
submitted a response on Session’s behalf
to a survey on the topic, for which she was
thanked.

AOCB 
The Moderator reported on a recent
meeting he had attended about the work
of  the Campus Ministry run by Reverend
Dr Liam Fraser.  In comparison with
numbers attending other religious groups
on campus, there are very few people who
attend the Church of  Scotland ministry.
Various reasons lie behind this (1) the
ministry has only been going for about 2
years and it might take around a decade
for meaningful assessments to be made;
(2) university regulations make it difficult,
with current numbers involved, to form an
official society, and this makes it harder to
gain exposure and momentum.  However,
the Moderator said that Liam remains very
committed, positive, and resilient.  The
finances are also in good order.  Liam is
trying various different initiatives, one of
which is to create a ’semi-monastic’ flat for
four students, where life revolves around
prayer, meditation and food. This is
flourishing. 
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NEWS
Everyone always made most welcome Our mid-week services
are especially appreciated by the less mobile in  our parish
community.     Assistance is given on arriving and leaving and
we all remain seated at our tea tables throughout the
afternoon with Tea and Fellowship following the service.

If  you haven’t joined us in the past and would appreciate
further information or if  you require extra assistance to be
able to attend please contact Pastoral Assistant Kay
McIntosh,   your own Pastoral Visitor (PV) or Anne Sturrock,
early in March.   

The following Afternoon Service is on Tuesday 14 May
during Christian Aid Week.

AFTERNOON
SERVICE 
OF HOLY 
COMMUNION

Tuesday 12 March
2.30pm to 3.45pm

Bill McDonald Hall
via West Mayfield level access

Anne Sturrock

Marmalade and
Winter Jelly Sale
Sunday 17 February 

Aileen Nimmo

Is your home full of  the smell of  Seville oranges ? Are you
making your marmalade ? If  so, please help us stock up our
marmalade and winter jelly sale and set aside a few jars for us
to sell on Sunday 17 February.

Any donations of  empty jars before then would be very
welcome.  Thank you from the Christian Aid Committee.

The Advent wreath during December was decorated by
Nicola Crosbie and kept fresh by members of  the flower
arranging group. Flowers during January were arranged by
Christina Somerville and Jane Main. Fresh flowers were
bought by Kay McIntosh, from the Flower Fund, for her
visits to members during December.

FLOWERS
Jane Main 
0131 667 1711 
Chrystine Patterson  
0131 662 4506

5 MINUTES’
PEACE    

0793 173 0805 

a.macgilchrist@gmail.com

Alastair MacGilchrist 

Escape from the hustle and bustle of  life to enjoy the peace
and beauty of  the sanctuary at Mayfield Salisbury Parish
Church.

From January, the sanctuary at Mayfield Salisbury will be
open as a place for peaceful meditation - without a church
service - anytime on Tuesdays from 6.00pm-7.30pm and
Saturdays from 10.00-11.30am. 

We invite people of  all faiths and none to come and enjoy
five minutes’ peace.
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Korean Missionary and Elder in 
Mayfield United Free Church

The Revd Dr John Ross (1842 – 1915) was
born on 6 July 1842 on a farm in the
parish of  Chapelhill, Nigg in Easter Ross.
The son of  a tailor, he studied at the
United Presbyterian Divinity Hall in
Edinburgh 1865 – 1869.   He was licensed
in 1870.   Though attracted to the Gaelic
ministry, he accepted the call of  the UP
Church’s Foreign Mission Committee to
serve in Manchuria.   At the time of
decision, a friend said to him, ‘Better to be
a spark in China than a flame in the
Highlands.’   Ross took the advice of  his
friend.

Ross’s work involved itinerancy and the
training of  an indigenous evangelistic and
pastoral ministry.   Significantly, he held
that Christian teaching did not conflict
with Confucian (his first school provided
free teaching, using only Chinese classics),
asserted the existence of  a monotheistic
strand in ancient Chinese religion, denied
that Chinese ancestral rites were idolatrous
(while insisting that adjudication on
traditional customs was the local church’s
province) and believed Buddhist ascetics
to be the most earnest seekers and, when
converted, the most dynamic evangelists.
Ross commented, ‘The role of  the
missionary was not to change customs but
to renew the heart.’

In 1874, he saw the possibilities of
Christian mission in the closed
neighbouring land of  Korea.   Persuading
Korean visitors to Manchuria to be his
first teachers, he worked at the language,
produced a primer in 1877 and a grammar

in 1882.   He directed the first Korean
translation of  the New Testament.   As he
was not permitted to travel into Korea
himself, a Korean friend of  John Ross and
Korean traders carried the Scriptures over
the border.   Ross chose to translate the
Bible into the language of  the common
people rather than Chinese, which was the
language of  the educated and upper
classes.   It has been argued that Ross’s
‘decision to use only the language of  the
common people was the most important
event in the entire history of  the Korean
Church.’   Produced at a time when no
standard Korean grammar was available,
the Ross translation ‘seems to have
formed the basis of  a new vernacular
literature.’   Ross himself  noted that, ‘the
translation goes to the women of  that

THE REVD DR JOHN ROSS

Continued/



FEBRUARY
Feb. 3 Exodus 19,20 / Matthew 25
Feb. 4 Exodus 21,22 / Psalm 17
Feb. 5 Exodus 23,24 / Matthew 26
Feb. 6 Exodus 25,26 / Matthew 27
Feb. 7 Exodus 27,28 / Matthew 28
Feb. 8 Exodus 29, 30 / Psalm 18
Feb. 9 Exodus 31,32 / Acts 1
Feb. 10 Exodus 33,34 / Acts 2
Feb. 11 Exodus 35,36 / Psalm 19
Feb. 12 Exodus 37,38 / Acts 3

Feb. 13 Exodus 39,40 / Acts 4
Feb. 14 Leviticus 1-3 / Acts 5
Feb. 15 Leviticus 4,5 / Psalms 20,21
Feb. 16 Leviticus 6,7 / Acts 6
Feb. 17 Leviticus 8,9 / Acts 7
Feb. 18 Leviticus 10-12 / Psalm 22
Feb. 19 Leviticus 13,14 / Acts 8
Feb. 20 Leviticus 15,16 / Acts 9
Feb. 21 Leviticus 17,18 / Acts 10
Feb. 22 Leviticus 19,20 / Psalms 23,24
Feb. 23 Leviticus 21,22 / Acts 11

Feb. 24 Leviticus 23,24 / Acts 12
Feb. 25 Leviticus 25,26 / Psalm 25
Feb. 26 Leviticus 27 / Numbers 1 /
Acts 13
Feb. 27 Numbers 2,3 / Acts 14
Feb. 28 Numbers 4,5 / Acts 15

MARCH
March 1 Numbers 6,7 / Psalms 26,27
March 2 Numbers 8,9 / Acts 16
March 3 Numbers 10,11 / Acts 17

the lowliest and illiterate poor, to speak to
them plainly, in the language which all
understand and employ in daily life, of  the
wondrous love of  Him who is Saviour of
the world.’   

John Ross retired in 1900.   He came to
Edinburgh and became an Elder in
Mayfield United Free Church of  Scotland
(now Mayfield Salisbury).   In addition to
his translation of  Scripture, Ross also
wrote on East Asian history and culture:
Chinese Foreign Policy (1877), History of  Corea
(1879), The Manchus (1880), The Boxers of
Manchuria (1901), Mission Methods in
Manchuria (1903), The Original Religion of

China (1909) and the posthumous Origin of
the Chinese People (1916).   He received the
DD from Glasgow University in 1894.
Ross died in 1915 and is buried in
Newington Cemetery.   

South Korea has a population of  40
million and a Christian Church numbering
over 12 million members.   The dramatic
growth of  the Korean churches over the
past one hundred years is directly linked to
the spread of  the Scriptures in the
language of  the people.   John Ross was
not permitted to enter Korea, yet over 12
million Korean Christians know his name.   

February 
Fri 8 Easter Road to (1) Constitution. (2) Inverleith Row  Isabel Smith 667 6336

10.00am at Church 4mls Coffee Shops near both destinations
Wed 13 Rosewell to Penicuik 4mls Eileen Watson 622 0491

10.00am at Church for no 49 bus to Rosewell. Cafes at Penicuik
Sat 23 Pentlands walk – Harlaw and Thriepmuir Reservoirs and Black Hill

5.5 mls  Car journey  Church at 10.00am Jean McGilchrist 447 6488

CONGREGATIONAL REGISTER
New Members
George and Moira Whyte
Mrs Elizabeth Scott
Left
Mrs Kate Fullbrook

Deaths
Margaret Stewart - Gorebridge
Mrs Fiona Arkorful
Mrs Eileen Malloch
Mrs Mary Bannerman
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MAYFIELD MILERS UPCOMING WALKS

THE BIBLE IN A YEAR



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
FEBRUARY

Sun 3 9.30am All-Age Worship (SSM)
10.45am Traditional Worship:  Candlemas (SSM)
7.00pm Communion round the Table (SSM)

Tues 5 9.30am Prayers in the sanctuary

Sun 10 9.30am All-Age Worship (Revd Seth Lovell)
10.45am Traditional Worship:  Fifth Sunday after Epiphany (SL)
7.00pm Evening Service (Kay McIntosh DCS)

Tues 12 9.30am Prayers in the sanctuary

Sun 17 9.30am All-Age Worship (SL)
10.45am Traditional Worship (SL)
7.00pm Evening Service (KM)

Tues 19 9.30am Prayers in the sanctuary

Sun 24 9.30am All-Age Worship (SSM)
10.45am Traditional Worship:  Celebrating Darwin Day (SSM)
7.00pm Youth Worship (HL)

Tues 26 9.30am Prayers in the sanctuary

MARCH

Sun 3 9.30am All-Age Worship (SSM)
10.45am Traditional Worship:  Last Sunday before Lent (SSM)
7.00pm Communion round the Table (SSM)

FEBRUARY
7 Murray Chalmers Top of  the Buses part 2
14 George Ross & Susan Sing-along
21 Jonny Kinross Grassmarket project
28 Boyd McAdam Northern Lights

MARCH
7 Ed Bethune Tranent Cockenzie Waggonway
14 Millie Gray Looking Back!

THURSDAY CLUB
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Grapevine Distribution
Kirstine Baxter 0754 991 3813
churchmanager@googlemail.com

Staff Days Off
Minister: Monday (generally)
Pastoral Assistant: Friday and Saturday
Youth Worker: Friday and Saturday
Manager: Monday PM & Friday

Social Media

www.facebook.com/MayfieldSalisbury

www.youtube.com/user/MayfieldSalisbChurch

www.flickr.com/photos/98063709@N06/

@ScottSMcKenna

www.mayfieldsalisbury.org

Copy date for next issue: 7.00pm on Friday 22 February
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Minister 
Revd Dr Scott S McKenna scottsmckenna@aol.com 0131 667 1286

Pastoral Assistant 
Kay McIntosh DCS kay@backedge.co.uk 0790 326 6307

Youth Worker
Hillary Leslie Hillary.MayfieldYouth@gmail.com 0745 372 2224

Church Manager
William Mearns churchmanager@googlemail.com 0131 667 1522

Organist
Kate Pearson kate.q.kate@gmail.com 0744 238 2296

Session Clerk
Charles Garland charles.edin@gmail.com 0131 668 4296

Treasurer
John Graham culkein@btinternet.com 0131 667 6331

Gift Aid Donations & Roll Keeper
Hugh Somerville hs.somerville2@gmail.com 0131 466 2446

Church Office
18 West Mayfield, 
Edinburgh,  EH9 1TQ
0131 667 1522 or
churchmanager@googlemail.com

Pastoral Care
For Home or Hospital visits,
please  contact the Minister, Revd
Dr Scott McKenna, on 0131 667
1286 or scottsmckenna@aol.com

Mayfield Radio
mayfieldradiounit@gmail.com
0131 667 7742

Grapevine Submissions 
William Mearns 0131 667 1522 
churchmanager@googlemail.com
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