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Dear Friends,

A poem by Stephen Cherry, Dean of
King’s College, Cambridge:

Lucia

Wreathed in darkness as
dank as a slow death,
your wick burns brightly,
fuelled by faith.

Martyr and victim,
child - determined beyond adult
imagination,
simply stubborn for God.
Inspire us to see what
you saw:
the light in the darkness of
history’s deepest well.

Gazing into the myth and mystery of
Christmas, we strain the soul’s eyes:  in the
darkness of  a cave, in a mother’s tender
embrace of  her new-born child, we see all
that there is to see in this universe.   That
is to say, like Mary, our purpose in life is to
embrace the Eternal:  let the Divine be
born in our life; let the Christ, Child of
the cosmos, be our whole concern.   As
we gaze into the Christmas story, we look
for the light in history’s deepest well.   

Be assured of  my affection, prayers and
good wishes this Christmas season and
God’s blessing for 2017.

Every blessing,

Scott
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THE MANSE Revd Scott S. McKenna

STUDY LEAVE

The Minister is on study leave from
2 January to 29 January inclusive.
During this time, Sunday morning
services and funeral cover will be
provided by the Very Revd Dr
Gilleasbuig Macmillan, formerly of
St Giles' Cathedral, Edinburgh.   

Dr Macmillan may be contacted in
the first instance by calling the
office (0131 667 1522) or by emailing the Church Manager, William
Mearns (william@mearns.me).



Gift

You are the year’s high water mark,
A promise with the first leaf  fall;
You are presence – you are absence,
The silent longing in us all.

You are the light-reflecting blade,
The mystery in a loved one’s face;
You are the force which drives the grain,
The reciprocity of  grace.

You are the dream I dreamt last night,
You are the life I’ve not yet lived;
You are my depth – you are my height
Packed in a simple wooden crib.

S Bryer

If  you, or someone known to you, would
appreciate receiving a pastoral visit, please
inform Sheila Bryer, Pastoral Assistant,
one of  the group coordinators listed

below, or an elder.  Contact details for PV
group co-ordinators:

Dorothy Cloughley - 0131 667  3565
dorothycloughley@googlemail.com 
Wendy Mathison - 0131 447   5562
wsmdance@talktalk.net
Hilary Watkinson
hilary.watkinson@btinternet.com
Anne Mulligan - 0131  664   3426
mulliganne@aol.com
Sheila Bryer 0131 672  2232
s.bryer@btinternet.com

Changes of  address etc. should continue
to be passed to the roll keeper, Hugh
Somerville.  

With best wishes for Christmas and the
New Year.

Sheila

PASTORAL CARE Sheila Bryer
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SPIRITUAL GROWTH FUND

The congregation has a fund administered by the Kirk Session the
purpose of which is to resource spiritual growth.   One use of the fund
is to support individuals who wish to undertake courses designed to
help with personal spiritual growth, such as silent prayer, Spiritual
Direction or Ignatian Spirituality.   To be eligible, applicants need to
explain how undertaking such a course would be beneficial to them and
Mayfield Salisbury or the wider Church.   You can apply for a grant from
this fund by contacting the Minister (in confidence).  

For example, courses are available at Emmaus House in Edinburgh.   See
their website:  www.emmaushouse-edinburgh.co.uk



Language is the means by which we
communicate.   It enriches life, deepens
our appreciation of  experience and
connects us to one another.   The language
between us may be words or touch or the
glance of  an eye.   It is vital for our
existence.   How much richer are we as a
species for the work of  Shakespeare,
Keats, Wordsworth and Eliot?   The ability
to be at one, in harmony, with another
human being is surely our greatest
achievement.   

Language can also be a barrier, a source of
misunderstanding and division.   This is
perhaps nowhere truer than in religious
language, the language we use of  God,
and the language of  the Bible.   It is a
problem which has only intensified
because we live in an age which knows
fewer and fewer of  the stories in the Old
and New Testament, and how they might
be interpreted.   Let’s listen to the poem,
Advent Calendar, penned by the former
Archbishop of  Canterbury, Rowan
Williams.   Williams is writing about God
coming into the world.   Listen for the
metaphors and subtleties:

He will come like last leaf's fall.
One night when the November wind
has flayed the trees to the bone, 
and earth

wakes choking on the mould,
the soft shroud's folding.

He will come like frost.
One morning when the shrinking earth
opens on mist, to find itself
arrested in the net
of  alien, sword-set beauty.

He will come like dark.
One evening when the bursting red
December sun draws up the sheet
and penny-masks its eye to yield
the star-snowed fields of  sky.

He will come, will come,
will come like crying in the night,
like blood, like breaking,
as the earth writhes to toss him free.
He will come like child.

For me, one of  the strengths of  this poem
is the sense that God will come into our
life almost imperceptibly, like the last leaf ’s
fall, the frost and the dark.   God will
arrive in our life with the gentleness of  a
falling leaf.   Williams employs the finest
language to write of  the Eternal. 

Our choice of  words determines or frames
our understanding of  the Eternal.   In
reading Scripture, holding it in our hands,
we touch an ancient treasure; every page is

SERMON Revd Scott S. McKenna

SCRIPTURE IS A CARAPACE
Religious language needs to be interpreted carefully.

Sunday 27 November 2016

Isaiah 2: 1 - 5         Romans 13: 11 – 15      St Matthew 24: 36 – 44
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a doorway into the Divine.
We need to read it with care.
Our Old Testament lesson set
for today is from the Book of
Isaiah.   The prophet wrote:

In days to come the
mountain of  the Lord’s
house shall be established
as the highest of  the
mountains, and shall be
raised above the hills; all
the nations shall stream to
it.

Many peoples shall come
and say, ‘Come, let us go up to the
mountain of  the Lord, to the house
of  the God of  Jacob; that he may
teach us his ways and that we may
walk in his paths.’

Come, let us walk in the light of  the
Lord!

What are we to make of  this poetic prose:
‘the mountain of  the Lord’s house’, ‘the
highest mountain’, ‘that he may teach us
his ways’, ‘that we may walk in his paths’?
In the ancient world, high mountains were
thought to be sacred because they were the
dwelling-place, the home, of  the gods.   If
you’ve ever been to the top of  a mountain,
even to the top of  Arthur’s Seat, you can
understand why.   

When the prophet dreamt that ‘many
peoples’ would come to the highest
mountain, to Jerusalem, he understood
that mountain top, the home of  the Holy,
to be the centre of  the universe, of  the

cosmos, of  all that exists.   On that
mountain, all peoples would be instructed
by God:  crucially, they would stand as one,
at one with the One who holds all things in
being.   The prophet’s poem of  travelling
to the mountain is a dream of  union with
the Divine; he is intoxicated, elated by his
vision.   Our unity with the Holy is a place
of  peace, wholeness and no more war.   

Language is important and the Bible needs
to be interpreted.   A couple of  weeks ago
I was asked to give a lecture on the inner
life to an audience in Milngavie.   In part, I
spoke of  my own spiritual journey.   I
began by explaining how I had wrestled
with the whole notion of  miracles:  did
they make sense?   Did I believe that Jesus
walked on water or fed 5000 people with
two fish and five loaves or physically
healed a man born blind?   Does it make
sense to speak of  God’s intervention in an
evolutionary universe?   If  we think of  the
suffering at the Somme, can we
meaningfully talk of  intervention at all?
After the Shoah, the Holocaust, can we
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speak of  the God of  the Exodus?   In
Scripture, God may have led His people by
pillars of  cloud and fire.   They may have
crossed the Red Sea or Sea of  Reeds, and
He may have brought 20,000 Hebrew
slaves to freedom but in the Holocaust, six
million Jews died.   Read literally, the God
of  the Exodus is dead.   

In the Old Testament, understanding of
God evolved through time.   While God
spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai, from
burning bush and cloud, centuries later
Elijah encountered the Sacred in the sound
of  sheer silence.   Miracle stories are not to
be taken at face value.   Scripture is a
carapace and there is always spiritual depth
hidden inside.   

Over the course of  my ministry, the more I
have thought about God the fewer the
claims I have wanted to make of  the

Eternal.   This is not a lack of  faith.
Drawn in by such works as the fourteen
century classic, The Cloud of  Unknowing, I
have found the wisdom of  the mystics to
do precisely this:  they approach God not
by addition, but by subtraction.    In one
of  his poems, R S Thomas refers to God
as the Being who is not a being at all.   

The Cloud of  Unknowing, almost certainly
written by a Carthusian monk, speaks of
God as darkness and that, in prayer, we are
called to wait in the darkness.   The writer
states:

Do what you will, this darkness and
this cloud remain  between you and
God, and stop you from seeing him
in the  clear light of  rational
understanding, and from
experiencing  his loving sweetness in
your affection.   Reconcile yourself
to  wait in this darkness as long as is
necessary, but still go on  longing
after him whom you love.   

God as darkness, a cloud through which
we cannot penetrate, is an intellectually
robust approach to the Holy.   A thousand
years earlier St Augustine, perhaps the
most important writer after St Paul, said
that before we experience God we talk
about God but once we have experienced
God we realise that what we are
experiencing cannot be put into words.
God is always in the darkness beyond our
thinking.   The disciple of  Meister Eckhart,
Henry Suso, spoke of  God as ‘a still and
unmoved darkness.’   The Austrian poet
and novelist, Rainer Maria Rilke wrote of
darkness:
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St. John of  the Cross 
by Francisco de Zurbarán (1598 – 1664)



It lets me imagine
a great presence stirring beside me.

I believe in the night.

If  it is true that the more we delve in the
darkness we call God, if  it is true that as
we journey further on our inner pilgrimage
that we make fewer and fewer claims about
God, it is also true that in prayer words
sometimes get in the way or no longer
yield the spiritual comfort that they once
did.   There is prayer beyond words.   

The spiritual writer, Martin Laird, says that
‘Communion with God in the silence of
the heart is a God-given capacity.’    The
sixteenth century Spanish mystic, St John
of  the Cross, said, ‘Our greatest need is to
be silent before this great God…..for the
only language he hears is the silent
language of  love.’   I imagine this is the
love that is felt between a parent and their
child tenderly held.   

In entering silence, we surrender ourselves
to the Sacred:  surrender our concepts and
words, our will and desire to direct God,
and sit in that spiritual nakedness when we
have nothing to offer, nothing to say,
nothing to offer but our vulnerability, our
very soul.   It can be difficult to maintain
silence because we have to face our shame,
hurts, losses, our inner demons, but it is
possible to step beyond those troubles.
Most often we need the help of  others and
like all pilgrimage it takes time.   

The inner journey, which is what the Bible
is about, is practising the Presence:  it is
learning to be present to the Presence.

When we manage it, we can gain a truer
and deeper sense of  our inherent worth.
St Augustine said of  God, ‘You are closer
to me than I am to myself.’   When St Paul
wrote of  putting on the armour of  God,
this surely is what he meant:  learning to be
present to the One who pervades all
things.   The physicist Brian Cox has
compared belief  in God to belief  in
witches.   It’s amazing how intelligent
people at the top of  their game can step
outside their area of  competence with such
confidence!   God is not an object among
other objects:  God is the canvas on which
the cosmos is painted, the Transcendent
indelibly woven in and through the world
of  matter and consciousness.   

On this Advent Sunday, our Old
Testament lesson is that of  a prophet’s
dream, that one day, one day, all nations, all
religions, will be one, united in the One
who gave and gives life to all. 
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Since the last Grapevine, your Christian Aid
Committee has been very busy! 

The Jam and Jelly Sale raised over £500.
The Auction of  Talents was popular with
a catalogue of  over 100 items but there
was a disappointing turn-out on the
evening. However, we raised £3400.   The
Coffee, Cake and Craft Morning was
much enjoyed by all with excellent
coffee, delicious cakes and
amazing craft.  We raised
£900.

The Mayfield
Salisbury Church
Family Christmas
Card is ready for
distribution.  This year, for
those who receive Grapevine by
email, the card will be sent as an
extra attachment with the usual
mailing.  The rest of  us can pick up cards in
church from the 4 December.  We are
grateful to Sarah Nimmo for designing the
cover and William for compiling such an
attractive card.  This has raised £964 so will,
I am sure, continue in the years to come!

We are holding another Christmas
Dinner on Saturday, 17 December at
6.30pm.  Please note the date as it had to
be changed due to halls’ usage.  There will

be a full menu of
starter, turkey and
all the trimmings
and Christmas
desserts washed
down with
Christmas spirit!
The choir are
supplying the

entertainment.  All for
only £15!  Don’t be late

getting your ticket as
numbers are limited.

Our total to date for 2016 is
£23,160.40, an amazing amount which
goes a long way to helping those in need
throughout the world!  

A big thank you to all our supporters and
every good wish for a very happy
Christmas and a healthy and prosperous
New Year.

CHRISTIAN AID  Hilary Watkinson

Prayer Thoughts 

Advent begins

As we enter the season of  Advent,
preparing for Christ’s coming, pray that
your heart may be ever more aligned with
God.  Pray that this will be a season of
transformation for yourself, but also of
lives touched by Christian Aid.

Read Isaiah 2: 1 - 5

God of  the poor, we long to meet you
yet almost miss you; we strive to help
you yet only discover our need.
Inter rupt our comfort with your
nakedness, touch our possessiveness
with your poverty, and sur prise our
guilt with the grace of  your welcome
in Jesus Christ, Amen.

by Janet Morley
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Thanks all round!

-For your filled shoe
boxes which you
delivered to Craigmillar
Park Church Sorting
Centre

- For those you filled and
left at Mayfield Salisbury
to deliver.

- For the empty shoe
boxes, Christmas paper
and other donations and
the ‘wrappers’ at the work
party to cover over 50
boxes on 1 November.

- To staff  at the John
Lewis Shoe Dept. who
donated over 200 empty shoe boxes for
us to collect and cover (over a few weeks)
to enable those at the Big Sort to quickly
replace boxes which were damaged or not
appropriately-covered.

- To those who helped at the Sort  and
checked a share of  the total of  7643 filled
boxes donated.

Here’s a message from Norman Weibye,
the Co-ordinator of  the Sorting Centre at
Craigmillar Park Church

We are finished sorting!  A massive
thank you to everyone who has been
involved in this year’s Blythswood Care

Shoe Box Appeal at the Edinburgh
sorting centre. Finishing after the evening
shift on Wednesday we have worked 53
hours, needing an average of  18
volunteers per shift; you have come from
churches, businesses, schools and the
community, some for only one shift, others
every day and a special few all day every
day. Blythswood have said that we are
exceptional; and that means you. Thank
you.

So, as we read this, the boxes are on
trucks bound for recipients living in
poverty in Albania, Bulgaria, Hungary,
Kosovo, Moldova, Pakistan, Romania,
Serbia and Ukraine.  
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Kirk Session met on 11 October 2016
when the following were discussed:

SPIRITUAL GROWTH FUND: The
committee for this had, since the last
meeting of  Session, made an award of
£340 to fund the attendance by a Church
member at a course in spirituality.

CORRESPONDENCE: Email of  10
September 2016 from the minister of
Tron Kirk Moredun appealing for a
further £600 to continue their community
choir and lunch programme for a further
year.  Session homologated the award of
this sum from the Buttberg Bequest paid
in September. Email of  9 September 2016
on behalf  of  the Christian Aid Committee
requesting that Christmas service
collections should be for the benefit of
Christian Aid.  After discussion it was
agreed that the Christmas service
collections in December 2016 should be
divided equally between Christian Aid and
Crossreach.

NEW MEMBERS’ WELCOME: Sheila
Bryer has kindly agreed to take over
Elspeth Dougall’s very important role of
welcoming new members. Sheila will also
chair the Pastoral Visiting Group which
had been chaired by Elspeth.

INVESTMENT POLICY: Business
Convener Alvin Jackson spoke to the
paper entitled ‘Investment Policy’ dated
October 2016 prepared by the Treasurer.
The Business Convener summarised the
paper: of  the funds held by the Church, in
accordance with current policy,
approximately 50% is held in investments
and 50% on deposit. So at the end of
October we should have £283,000

invested and £265,000 on deposit or in
bank accounts. Funds held in cash earn
virtually no income at the moment and the
yield from funds held on deposit last year
averaged only 0.6%. Over the past 5 years
the overall return on our funds invested in
the CoSIT Growth Fund and CoSIT
Income Fund was around 8%. The
Treasurer argues that the current policy is
not the best deployment of  our resources .
Comparisons have been made with the
investment policies of  two other churches.
The Business Committee accordingly
recommends that: 1. the Kirk Session alter
its policy so that 80% of  our funds is
invested and the balance of  20% is held
on deposit; and 2, the level should be
reviewed in a few years’ time in the light
of  experience. This recommendation and
the steps identified in the paper to
implement the new policy were duly
approved by Session. Session also
approved that the funds currently held
with M&G be switched to the CoSIT
Income Fund.   The Treasurer was
thanked for his work.

CONGREGATIONAL GATHERING:
The Gathering had taken place on 1
October at the Gillis Centre with 80 to 90
people attending. The facilitator Ian
Mackenzie of  the firm Animate
coordinated the event and managed
successfully to enthuse his audience and to
get them to share ideas with one another.
We had been seated at tables with a leader
at each table; having discussed the
strengths of  Mayfield Salisbury we then
moved tables to consider our vision of
Mayfield Salisbury as we would like it to be
in 5 years’ time; after another move we
discussed priorities to achieve that vision
and then voted on those priorities. Ian

SESSION MATTERS Catriona Spratt

10



11

Gathering and once we have studied that
report  the next step is to set up an
Inquiry Group who, with support from
Ian Mackenzie, will continue the process
of  gathering information on our strengths
and identifying priorities especially from
groups not represented at the Gathering –
such as children and young people. The
Inquiry Group is intended to be
representative of  different groups within
the church.  This enquiry will be done
over a few months and it is hoped that at
the end of  this period the Inquiry Group
will be able to present back to us the
collective vision of  the Church in 5 years’
time and the ideas gathered to strengthen
our Church community. We will then have
to decide on the steps we need to take to
make that vision happen. Session agreed
that we have to see this process through
and that the congregation must be kept
informed through our usual channels
including using email wherever possible. 

SANCTUARY RENOVATION 
PROJECT PHASE 2: The work on the
stained-glass windows has been delayed
and will not be commenced before late
January 2017.  An intimation will be made
to this effect. The front doors had now
been measured in readiness for their
replacement.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Business Committee: Alvin Jackson
informed Session that the next Business
Committee meeting would take place on
24 October and so there was no business
to report.  The response to the
advertisements for the post of  Youth
Worker so far had been slow.. We would
now have to make a greater effort to
advertise the post.

Christian Aid: Hilary Watkinson reported
that the Jam and Jelly Sale had raised
£377.60.  She thanked everyone who
donated all the jams, jellies and pickles.
The Auction of  Talents on 8 October was
also a huge success although the crowd on
the night could have been bigger. Wine
and delicious nibbles were served to
enhance the party atmosphere. Hosted by
Mike Sharp and with musical
entertainment from the Beeston Family
the event raised £3248.37. The next item
on the agenda is the Family Christmas card.
The Cake, Coffee and Craft Morning will be on
Saturday, 19 November. The CA Christmas
Dinner will take place on Saturday, 17
December with the ticket price still £15.

First Friday Friends (FFF): Sandra
Carter reported that FFF had been
running now for over a year. The FFF
team had had a number of  positive
responses from carers of  our friends but it
was more difficult to judge how much our
friends are benefitting from the
experience. However, as an indicator, at
the last meeting during a singalong to
‘After the Ball was over’ one of  our friends
had invited the guest singer to waltz
around the room – which was achieved
with elegance and great dignity and was a
moving experience for everyone.

The Web & The Word

A selection of sermons
preached at Mayfield Salisbury
Church, in audio, video or  text
formats, may be found on our
website:    
www.mayfieldsalisbury.org
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It has been a busy period for the Troop as
we work on the World Challenge
award with its wide ranging topics.
First off  was a visit to the
Edinburgh Central Mosque
where we were given a
tour and summary
of  the Islam faith
from Imam Yaya
who recently
preached at
Mayfield
Salisbury Church.
We were made to
feel very welcome and
the Scouts asked many
questions in a respectful
manner.  The evening was a
useful introduction to the
following part of  the award when we
spent the evening exploring the Scout
Promise and Law.  The final Law asks
Scout to respect other people.

A more active part for the award was a
hike over the Pentlands from West Kip to
Flotterstone.  This ridge walk is often
called the biggest rollercoaster in the
world and some of  the younger Scouts
were disappointed to find that it was not
an actual rollercoaster.  Along the way,
they were asked to photograph signs
where man had an impact on the
environment and each Patrol gave a
presentation at the next Troop meeting.

More recently, we had a Disability evening
when each Scout was given a handicap –
using blindfolds, ear plugs, crutches,
wheelchairs or arms bound to the body.
The Scouts had to learn how to adapt to
normal activities with these handicaps and

how to help each other.

In between all these activities,  we
had our annual Parents Night
when the large audience were

able to enjoy the video
of  our Summer
Camp near
Carrbridge and
see the various
activities that the
Scouts enjoyed,
including
bushcraft,

watersports, visit to a
Zip Wire Park, visit to
Culloden, swimming,

slackline, archery, wide
games and camp activities.   The

evening also included the
presentation of  awards to Scouts who had
excelled at camp and over the course of
the year.  In addition, four Scouts -Josh
Oliver, Joseph Bartlett, Hector Friend and
Archie Ajayi - were presented with the
Chief  Scout’s Gold Award. This is the
highest award that can be achieved by a
Scout.

The Scouts entrepreneurial flair was tested
when they were challenged to seek prizes
from local businesses that could be used
for the various games they traditionally
run at our annual Coffee Morning.  The
event was its usual success and our thanks
go to the loyal support from the
congregation and our many friends that
help to make this such an enjoyable social
event as well as a fundraiser.

Headquarters: 
Mayfield Salisbury Parish Church
Scottish Charity No SC006141

28TH BRAID SCOUTS             Alan Dickson, Leader
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LOUISE PURDEN
As the new student Minister, it has been a
pleasure to join you at Mayfield Salisbury
for what has been a number of  weeks now
and I would like to thank-you all for a very
warm and gracious welcome. What an
encouraging start to my first placement as
I start training in Ministry. The placement
continues until Pentecost and during this
stage Sunday worship will be the focus of
my time with you all.

As a daughter of  the manse and having
worked for churches most of  my life,
many people had inquired if  I, too, would
join the clergy. The answer was always
‘no’. However God had other ideas and
last October I was accepted as a candidate,
I finally started training at Edinburgh New
College in September.

It was a delight to hear of  the historic
connection with Mayfield Salisbury and
Kaimes Lockhart Memorial Church where
I was the family worker for seven years.
Newly married to my husband Richard we
saw our own family grow during my time
there. Ryan arrived at Christmas time six
years ago and our daughter Christina was
born a year and a half  after that.

Richard is a freelance writer and is hugely
supportive of  the direction that God has
led us in. My husband has seen his own
work-life balance shift as he has taken on
more care of  the children as well as
domestic duties. Ryan(5)is in P2 and he is
a huge football fan. Jimmy Johnstone is
his sporting hero while Christina (4) is still
at nursery. She loves princesses and all
things pink and sparkly.

It’s been a source of  joy for me to be
placed at Mayfield Salisbury as I seek to

grow and develop in all that God has for
me. Having been brought up attending
church, faith was always part of  my story
and as a teenager I knew it was something
that would influence every decision that I
made.

I have seen the miraculous and loving
hand of  God guiding me through the
years and I very much look forward to
continuing the adventure at Mayfield
Salisbury.

Thank you all!

Louise Purden
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NEWS

DEFIBRILLATOR
TRAINING
UPDATE

Any questions to 
Anne Robertson 
Amr.ar106@gmail.com

Following the second training event this year, we now have 25
church members who have undergone training in the use of
our Defibrillator.  This was carried out by trainers from the
Scottish Ambulance Service, who provided detailed
explanations of  the Defibrillator in conjunction with a
reminder about CPR.

Despite the fact we have so many trained people, it must be
recognised that ANYONE may use the machine if  they find
themselves with a casualty who is not breathing.  The
instructions within the machine are simple but
comprehensive.  Following these instructions will not harm
the patient.

Our Defibrillator is sited on the wall in the foyer just to the
right of  the large notice boards.

Those trained are involved in the following church groups, so
it should be comforting to remember that whenever you are
in church or are at a church-related activity, there is very likely
to be someone present who has been trained.

Groups involved include:  Men's and Ladies’ badminton;
Brownies; Choir; Country Dancing; Coffee after services;
Welcome team members; Friday Friends; Kirk Session;
Fellowship group; Christian Aid;Sunday School; Car pool and
Thursday club. Of  course we hope it will never be used!

The four Services of  Worship during Advent on BBC Radio
Scotland will be led by the Revd Scott McKenna.   The reader
in each Service is Christine De Luca.   The first Sunday of
Advent is Sunday 27 November. The Service is broadcast at
6.30am.

ADVENT ON
BBC RADIO
SCOTLAND

On 17 November,  Revd Scott McKenna was the speaker in
the lecture series, Thinking Allowed, at Cairns Parish Church,
Milngavie. His title was 'The most important journey in life is
the inner journey'. The lecture may be listened to at:
www.cairnschurch.org.uk/Podcasts.htm

'THINKING
ALLOWED' 
AT CAIRNS
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The annual Gift Services were held last Sunday 27
November, and an array of  toys, gifts and Christmas wrap
was donated for distribution to our partner charities and
organisations. 

Items left with the Church Manager in advance or handed in
to me were also included in the collection. Santa's Helpers
thank you all very much for supporting this appeal once
more.

ANNUAL
GIFT SERVICES

Anne Graham

Members of  the Church are generally aware of  the benefits
of  a Gift Aid Declaration which allows the Church to claim
an uplift from the Government of  25% of  their offerings.
We benefit in excess of  £40,000 each year because of  this. 

Those who pay tax at a higher rate can also achieve a
reduction in their personal tax bill by making such a
declaration. 

GIFT AID

Hugh Somerville

I am delighted to warmly invite you, your family and friends
to  a performance by Trio Ecossaise of  music for cello, piano
and clarinet in aid of  the ongoing work of  EMMS
International in Malawi.

15 January 2017 2:30pm at  Stockbridge Parish Church, 7
Saxe Coburg Street, Edinburgh, EH3 5BN. All welcome.

Entry by donation

Healthcare workers, together with
friends like you, have brought
health and hope to some of  the
world’s poorest communities
for 175 years. All proceeds
from this afternoon will go
directly to this vital work
through the charity EMMS
International

A 
CLASSICAL

CONCERT
FOR

MALAWI  

Flowers during Autumn were donated and arranged by Avril
Crosbie, Nora MacFarlane, Christina Somerville, Aileen
Nimmo, Nicola Crosbie, Deirdre Eustace and Bett Wood,
Eilie Blackwood and Jane Main. Thank you and all the
distributors for their help during the past year. 

FLOWERS

Jane Main  667 1711 
Chrystine Patterson  662 4506
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Inspired by last year’s Munro Challenge
for Christian Aid, a group of  13 walkers
from Mayfield Salisbury climbed Ben
Lomond together on Saturday 10
September. 

We were blessed with fine weather, both
dry and calm, and the whole group
reached the summit to enjoy wonderful
views over Loch Lomond and beyond.
Special mention must be made of  Sunny,
from the Chinese Church who joined us
despite having to drive on to Ullapool that
evening to bag yet more Munros for
Christian Aid. She walked up with us, then
left us to run down! 

The group hope to repeat these most
enjoyable hill walks and anyone interested

should contact Jean MacGilchrist,
jebleitch@gmail.com 

Alastair MacGilchrist

MAYFIELD SALISBURY OUTING TO BEN LOMOND
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On Tuesday afternoon, 8 November,
Scott and Sheila led a poignant
Remembrance Service for over 50 people
who sat around tables covered in red
cloths and decorated with richly-coloured
autumn leaves and poppies.  

Each table displayed a photograph of  the
various inscribed wood, stone and brass
War Memorial plaques on the three walls
in the North Transept.  And with our
Orders of  Service punctuated with
Remembrance images, we were each given
an artistic souvenir of  all the names on
these memorials, printed out in the shape
of  a cross - those from the various
congregations which united to form ours
and who lost their lives in the Great and
other awful Wars.   It was a most moving
occasion with beautiful words, music and
thought-provoking Reflection.  

This was the fifth and last Afternoon
Service of  2016, and the fortieth since
these very special gatherings began in
2008. Many in this afternoon
congregation now find they cannot join
Sunday services and they appreciate
shorter mid-week Worship and also the

opportunity to meet up
with church friends.  

Many people have made
these possible and this
one was a milestone –
and an opportunity to
extend very grateful
thanks to those who have
officiated, accompanied
on the piano, set out and
decorated the tables, and
made and served cups of
tea and eats, not to

mention the welcomers, all the drivers
who have offered a supportive arm to the
car and have transported to and from
West Mayfield in all weathers, and those
who have attended, too.  William and his
deputies must be thanked  - everyone is
ever-willing to assist in so many ways and
we extend our huge appreciation.

We do not meet in more extreme winter
weather.    The first Afternoon Service in
2017 will be Holy Communion on
Tuesday 14 March. Hopefully by then
Spring will have sprung ! 

It may be of  interest to note the Mayfield
Salisbury website has a full list of  names
of  the individuals on our war memorials
as well as images of  the memorials in situ.
These can be found under the About Us
then History section of  the drop-down
menu.

AFTERNOON SERVICE  Anne Sturrock
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A letter from the Edinburgh Salvation Army
Homelessness Services at Niddry Street:

Thank you to the congregation of
Mayfield Salisbury Church for their
continued, and much valued, support for
the work The Salvation Army does in
Edinburgh.  Without your kind donations,
we would find it a challenge to facilitate
outings and activities for those who use
our service.

Our work here at 25 Niddry Street
continues to grow and develop.  Over
2016 we have, with the help of  donations,
managed to start up a fishing group.  One
of  our workers has a keen interest in
fishing and is taking a group on a weekly
basis to Newhaven Pier.  This group has
grown, both in number and skills, and
there are plans to start up a fly-tying
group over the winter months.

Crisis Skylight facilitates classes within our
Drop-in Centre.  We have IT on a
Monday, and Creative Arts on a Thursday;

well attended and enjoyed by all.
We are well supported by our Chaplaincy
Team.  We have Alan and Daniele Norton,
Spiritual Directors, and a Centre Chaplain,
Manuela Mordan.  They provide both
staff  and service users with spiritual and
practical advice, help and support.

Throughout the week, Monday to Friday,
there are a variety of  activities in the
Drop-in Centre.  Pool, board games, and
Karaoke sing along sessions are very
popular, and promote a sense of
inclusion, fun and enjoyment.  A trip to
Urban Paintball is planned for September
30th - not for the faint hearted, but all
good fun!!

Staff  are motivated and enthusiastic, and
welcome all to the Centre. Once again, on
behalf  of  The Salvation Army Homeless
Services in Edinburgh, thank you.

Alison Douglas, 
Programme Co-ordinator

SALVATION ARMY HOMELESSNESS SERVICES

THANK YOU

I am grateful to the staff of the Sunday
School for their kindness and generous
gift.   I have enjoyed my 16 years as a
Sunday School teacher and leader of the
4 - 6 group.   It has been a pleasure to
work with the children over the years,
and I have found it an enriching
experience.   I wish the staff well for the
future, though I may be back on
occasion. Shelagh Laird
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As most of  you readers will know by now,
I am the – still fairly new – interim-
organist. Catriona and Jean asked me to
write a little bit about myself.

Before my husband – Frits – and I came
to Edinburgh, we lived in Oxford for two
years. Frits is a mathematician, did a
postdoc at Oxford University and is now
doing his second postdoc at the University
of  Edinburgh.

I'm Dutch and have lived in Utrecht the
first 18 years of  my life, where I got my
first organ lessons at age 10 from Ko
Zwanenburg. After that I went to Den
Haag (The Hague) to study organ and
church music, with Jos van der Kooy as
my organ teacher. During most of  that
time I was Director of  Music at a church
in Voorburg, close to Den Haag. Mayfield
Salisbury reminds me a bit of  that church;
I was brought up in a Protestant church,
which is fairly similar to the Church of
Scotland.

When I got both my Bachelor degrees, I

moved to Berlin to study more organ with
Leo van Doeselaar, Erwin Wiersinga and
Paolo Crivellaro (two more Dutch
organists and one Italian – no German
organ teachers in Berlin!). In Berlin, I've
played in different churches, Lutheran and
Roman Catholic. I obtained two additional
diplomas there, called Diplomprüfung and
Konzertexamen. From Berlin I moved to
Oxford with Frits, and there I was
organist in an Anglican church, something
else again!

We both like Edinburgh very much, and I
enjoy playing in Mayfield Salisbury with
the wonderful choir and choirmaster. On
Sunday nights Frits and I sing in the choir
at Old St Paul's, so we still get our dose of
“bells and smells”.

When I lived in the Netherlands and in
Oxford, I used to teach the organ and the
piano to both children and adults, and I
would love to pick that up again, so if  you
might be interested or know someone
who would like to start the organ or piano,
please let me know!

DORIEN SCHOUTEN
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Have you read the report of  the
Congregational Gathering yet? Are you
overwhelmed by the sheer volume and
diversity of  the ideas?  The ideas remind
me of  autumn leaves, some still floating
about and difficult to catch hold of, a
mass of  shiny bright ones, a few old
mouldy ones, some fiery red ones, and
plenty that are still fresh and green. But
they all make up a brilliant carpet of
autumnal splendour. What we don’t want
is for all these wonderful ideas to sit
around and decompose. That’s why Ian
McKenzie of  Animate has swept them all
up into neat piles to form the report. An
Inquiry Group from the congregation has
been set up to delve into this morass.
Then the ideas will form a compost to
nourish the church and enrich the already
fertile soil that is Mayfield Salisbury.

So what we all need to do is to read the
report, chew it over it at our coffee clubs,
discuss it at our house groups, bat it about
at badminton, consider it whilst country
dancing, meditate on it at yoga, chat to
our children about it, chip away at it on
the golf  course and think about what we

really believe our church is all about.

The Gathering demonstrated to us that we
really do care about our church, our
minister, our faith, our future, our
children, our elderly folks, our buildings.
We love diversity but we crave unity. Our
old folks don’t want to lose touch with our
young folks. We care about our
community. So let’s sift through our
autumnal outpouring of  ideas – there are
some real chestnuts to be found! As yet
there is no cunning plan but let’s keep the
conversation going. The Inquiry Group is
looking forward to harvesting our views.
Then come the spring hopefully some
tender new shoots will start to appear! 

Many thanks to all those who took part in
the Gathering on 1st October but for
those who couldn’t be there your ideas are
very welcome too.

Pick up a copy of  the report on The
Gathering at either entrance to Church,
find it in your e-mails or from the Church
website.

THE GATHERING     Jean MacGilchrist
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Thursday Club Syllabus 2016 - 2017

December 8 Christmas Party with Margo & Iain Dunn and friends

January 2017 12 Burry Baxter: Silversmithing – a Personal Journey
19 Jean MacGilchrist: Malawi Revisited
26 Isobel Mieras: Music & Songs with the Scottish Harp

February    2 David Gavine: Sundials
9 Duncan Currie: Travels in Eastern Canada  
16 Musical afternoon with Hazel Hamilton
23 The Police: Doorstep Crime 

March  2 Bob McIntosh: Scottish Lighthouses

The Christmas angels sang ‘Peace on
earth, goodwill to all people!’ Translate
their song for goodwill into these sayings
of  wisdom from different faiths.

Although I am far from Thee, may no
one else be far from Thee.

Hafiz, Sufi mystic and poet

Let each of  you look not to your own
interests, but to the interests of  others.

St Paul

But the stranger that dwelleth with you
shall be unto you as one born among
you…

Leviticus

Now every living thing, feeble or strong,
omitting none, or tall or middle-sized or
short, subtle or gross of  form, seen or
unseen, those dwelling near or far away –
whether they be born or unborn – may
every living thing be full of  bliss.

The Buddha

The Hindu mystic Tagore reflects a peace
born of  trust in God’s enduring love, in
this poem (in translation by Dhruba Sen).

All the devotions not performed in this
life, I know, I know they are not lost; The
buds that fall on the ground before
blossom, I know, I know they are not lost;
The stream that lost its current in the
sand, I know, I know it is not lost; All
that remains even today behind, I know, I
know it is not denied.

Eilie Blackwood

AN INTERFAITH MESSAGE AT CHRISTMAS
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
DECEMBER
Sun 4 9.30am All-Age Worship (SSM)

10.45am Morning Service:  2nd Sunday of  Advent (SSM)
7.00pm Evening Service:  Godly Play (EB)

Tues 6 9.30am Morning Prayers in the sanctuary
7.30pm Kirk Session

Sun 11 9.30am All-Age Worship & Holy Communion (SSM)
10.45am Morning Service:  3rd Sunday of  Advent & Holy Communion (SSM)
7.00pm Evening Service (SB)

Tues 13 9.30am Morning Prayers in the sanctuary
Sun 18 9.30am All-Age Worship (SSM)

10.45am Morning Service:  4th Sunday of  Advent (SSM)
7.00pm Communion round the Table (SSM)

Tues 20 9.30am Morning Prayers in the sanctuary
Fri 23 6.30pm Christingle Service (SSM)
Sat 24 11.30pm Watchnight Service (SSM)

(Carol-singing from 11.15pm)
Sun 25 10.45am Christmas Day Service (SSM)

JANUARY
Sun 1 10.45am Morning Service: First Sunday of  Christmas (SSM)
Sun 8 9.30am All-Age Worship (Very Revd Dr Gilleasbuig Macmillan)

10.45am Morning Service:  Epiphany (GM)
7.00pm Evening Service (SB)

Tues 10 9.30am Morning Prayers in the sanctuary
Sun 15 9.30am All-Age Worship (GM)

10.45am Morning Service: 2nd Sunday of  Epiphany (GM)
7.00pm Evening Service:  Godly Play (EB)

Tues 17 9.30am Morning Prayers in the sanctuary
Sun 22 9.30am All-Age Worship (GM)

10.45am Morning Service: 3rd Sunday of  Epiphany (GM)
7.00pm Evening Service (Anne Mulligan DCS)

Tues 24 9.30am Morning Prayers in the sanctuary
7.30am Kirk Session 

Sun 29 9.30am All-Age Worship (GM)
10.45am Morning Service: 4th Sunday of  Epiphany (GM)
7.00pm Evening Service(SB)

Tues 31 9.30am Morning Prayers in the sanctuary



Dec. 4 Hosea 11,12 / Revelation 3
Dec. 5 Hosea 13,14 / Revelation 4
Dec. 6 Joel 1,2 / Psalm 139
Dec. 7 Joel 3 / Revelation 5
Dec. 8 Amos 1,2 / Revelation 6
Dec. 9 Amos 3,4 / Psalms 140,141
Dec. 10 Amos 5,6 / Revelation 7
Dec. 11 Amos 7,8 / Revelation 8
Dec. 12 Amos 9 / Revelation 9
Dec. 13 Obadiah / Psalms 142.143
Dec. 14 Jonah 1,2 / Revelation 10
Dec. 15 Jonah 3,4 / Revelation 11
Dec. 16 Micah 1-3 / Psalm 144
Dec. 17 Micah 4,5 / Revelation 12
Dec. 18 Micah 6,7 / Revelation 13
Dec. 19 Nahum 1-3 / Revelation 14
Dec. 20 Habakkuk 1-3 / Psalm 145
Dec. 21 Zephaniah 1-3 / Revelation 15
Dec. 22 Haggai 1,2 / Revelation 16
Dec. 23 Zechariah 1,2 / Psalms 146,147
Dec. 24 Zechariah 3,4 / Revelation 17
Dec. 25 Zechariah 5,6 / Revelation 18
Dec. 26 Zechariah 7,8 / Revelation 19
Dec. 27 Zechariah 9,10 / Psalm 148
Dec. 28 Zechariah 11,12 / Revelation 20
Dec. 29 Zechariah 13,14 / Revelation 21
Dec. 30 Malachi 1,2 / Psalms 149,150
Dec. 31 Malachi 3,4 / Revelation 22
Jan. 1 Genesis 1,2 / Matthew 1
Jan. 2 Genesis 3,4 / Matthew 2
Jan. 3 Genesis 5,6 / Matthew 3
Jan. 4 Genesis 7,8 / Psalms 1,2

Jan. 5 Genesis 9-11 / Matthew 4
Jan. 6 Genesis 12,13 / Matthew 5
Jan. 7 Genesis 14,15 / Psalms 3,4
Jan. 8 Genesis 16,17 / Matthew 6
Jan. 9 Genesis 18,19 / Matthew 7
Jan. 10 Genesis 20,21 / Matthew 8
Jan. 11 Genesis 22,23 / Psalms 5,6
Jan. 12 Genesis 24,25 / Matthew 9
Jan. 13 Genesis 26,27 / Matthew 10
Jan. 14 Genesis 28,29 / Psalms 7,8
Jan. 15 Genesis 30,31 / Matthew 11
Jan. 16 Genesis 32,33 / Matthew 12
Jan. 17 Genesis 34-36 / Matthew 13
Jan. 18 Genesis 37,38 /  Psalm 9
Jan. 19 Genesis 39,40 / Matthew 14
Jan. 20 Genesis 41,42 / Matthew 15
Jan. 21 Genesis 43,44 / Psalm 10
Jan. 22 Genesis 45,46 / Matthew 16
Jan. 23 Genesis 47,48 / Matthew 17
Jan. 24 Genesis 49,50 / Matthew 18
Jan. 25 Exodus 1,2 / Psalms 11,12
Jan. 26 Exodus 3,4 / Matthew 19
Jan. 27 Exodus 5,6 / Matthew 20
Jan. 28 Exodus 7,8 / Psalms 13,14
Jan. 29 Exodus 9,10 / Matthew 21
Jan. 30 Exodus 11,12 / Matthew 22
Jan. 31 Exodus 13,14 / Matthew 23
Feb. 1 Exodus 15,16 / Psalms 15,16
Feb. 2 Exodus 17,18 / Matthew 24
Feb. 3 Exodus 19,20 / Matthew 25
Feb. 4 Exodus 21,22 / Psalm 17
Feb. 5 Exodus 23,24 / Matthew 26

23

THE BIBLE IN A YEAR

December
Tue 6 Riverside walk Peebles to Christmas Lunch at The Tontine

9.50 at Church for X62 bus  1-2 miles Jenny McCallum 667 2888
12.30pm Christmas Lunch at the Tontine £18  Betty Davidson 667 1416
Lunch Co-ordinator with The Tontine Irene Paul         668 1271

Fri 16  Southside Town Walk         2.5mls Eileen Watson  622  0491
10am  at Church - Cafes available

January
Mon 9  North Berwick  Various cafes 2-3mls B Davidson       667 1416

10. 10  Waterloo Place 124 East Coast Bus service
Wed 18  AGM and Planning Meeting - Church House
Tues 24 Canal Walk from Meggetland 3mls Helen Slater     667 7131

10.00am Blackford Avenue crossroads  38 Bus

MAYFIELD MILERS - UPCOMING WALKS



Minister 
Revd Scott S McKenna SMcKenna@churchofscotland.org.uk 667 1286

Pastoral Assistant 
Sheila Bryer s.bryer@btinternet.com 672 2232 

Church Manager
William Mearns william@mearns.me 667 1522 

Organist
Dorien Schouten dorienschouten@gmail.com 0747 218 8898

Session Clerk 
Angus McIntyre angusbmcintyre@gmail.com 557 8458

Treasurer
John Graham culkein@btinternet.com 667 6331

Gift Aid Donations
Hugh Somerville hs.somerville@btinternet.com 667 9797

Roll Keeper
Hugh Somerville hs.somerville@btinternet.com 667 9797

Copy Date for next issue: 7.30pm on Friday 27 January 2017

Church Address:
18 West Mayfield, Edinburgh, EH9 1TQ

Church Telephones:
Office 667 1522
Mayfield Radio 667 7742

Grapevine Submissions
c/o William Mearns - 667 1522 
william@mearns.me

Grapevine Distribution
Distribution: Janet Moncur - 664 3918
williammoncur@btinternet.com

Pastoral Care
For Home or Hospital visits, please con-
tact Sheila Bryer - 672 2232 
s.bryer@btinternet.com

Church Office
By Appointment 667 1522 or
william@mearns.me

Staff Days Off
Minister: Mondays (generally)
Church Manager: Monday PM & Friday
Print Run: Web
This run 0 Total so far 505 (inc. drafts)

WHO’S WHO IN MAYFIELD SALISBURY
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