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Dear Friends,

For many people, Christmas is a thrilling,
exhilarating and joyful time.   For others, it
can be one of  the loneliest or saddest
times of  the year.   

Is there something about Christmas that
you particularly like?   Is there a memory
that comes to the fore?   Like many
people, I often hope for the excitement of
a white Christmas; the beauty of  gardens
and trees and roads and cars covered in
snow.   One year, as a teenager, I knew
that I was to get a bike for Christmas.
Everyday I hoped that it would not snow
on Christmas Day!   It didn’t!   

I feel blessed that, in addition to family
meals and meeting friends, I enjoy the
season of  Christmas through the worship
services of  the Church.   The pattern of
the Advent readings followed by
Christingles, Watchnight, Christmas Day
and our Service of  Nine Lessons and
Carols truly bring home the message:  the
birth of  Christ in the heart!   

Spiritually, Christ is
born in us.   Like
Mary, we are to
ponder this:  feel
the Presence of  the
Spirit and let the
Spirit move within
us.   

As we step beyond
Christmas, we join
the Magi on their journey:  the exploration
of  the inner life through the darkness and
silence of  personal pilgrimage.   Where
will we find Christ in the new year?   How
far will we travel?   Where will we look?
How open to new paths will we be?   As
individuals and a congregation, the
metaphor of  the Magi is a good one.
When we arrive at the cave next
Christmas, at the manger, what spiritual
memories will we have made when we get
there?

Every blessing,

Scott

THE MANSE Revd Dr Scott S. McKenna
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SPIRITUAL GROWTH FUND
The congregation has a fund administered by the Kirk Session the
purpose of which is to resource spiritual growth.   One use of the fund
is to support individuals who wish to undertake courses designed to
help with personal spiritual growth, such as silent prayer, Spiritual
Direction or Ignatian Spirituality.    To be eligible, applicants need to
explain how undertaking such a course would be beneficial to them and
Mayfield Salisbury or the wider Church.   You can apply for a grant from
this fund by contacting the Minister (in confidence).  
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Our Pastoral Assistant, Kay McIntosh
DCS, may be contacted on 07903 266 307
or kay@backedge.co.uk

Morning prayers take place in the
Sanctuary each Tuesday morning from
9.30am. This provides an opportunity to
pray in silence for those known to us who
are ill or who are passing through difficult
times. If  you, or someone known to you,
would like to be remembered this way in
prayer, please inform Kay or Scott.

Pastoral care is the responsibility of  us all
but, if  you feel that someone is needing
extra care, then please notify Scott, Kay or
a Pastoral Visitor Group Coordinator.

We are happy to visit members of  our
congregation and parish in their own
homes, nursing homes and hospitals.

Contact details for PV group co-
ordinators:

Dorothy Cloughley
0131 667 3565
dorothycloughley@googlemail.com

Wendy Mathison 
0131 447 5562
wsmdance3@gmail.com

Anne Mulligan  
0131 664 3426
mulliganne@aol.com

Maggie Ross 
0131 668 3859
maggiejeanross@btinternet.com

Hilary Watkinson
hilary.watkinson@btinternet.com

Changes of  address etc. should continue
to be passed to the roll keeper, Hugh
Somerville.  

Please remember we need new
volunteers for driving people to and
from church, and to help with the
flowers.

Kay

PASTORAL CARE



4

It’s official; Anne Aithie
is our Kitchen Convener!
This is a job she’s
undertaken quietly in the
background for years
and she is quick to point
out that her role is to
support the Church
Manager in order to
ensure the safe and
proper use of  the church
kitchen.

Church kitchens are
frightening
environments where all
sorts of  lethal bugs,
hazardous chemicals and faulty equipment
lie in wait for the unwary. Even a boring
old stick of  celery can suddenly turn very
nasty!

Food poisoning is still very common in
Scotland and although the symptoms are
usually mild, food borne infections can
have serious consequences from lifelong
disability to death. It is the very young, the
elderly, pregnant women and unborn
infants who are most at risk.

There is also a small but significant
proportion of  the population who suffer
from potentially fatal food allergies. Don’t
underestimate the power of  that old stick
of  celery!

Church BBQ’s especially in the USA are
responsible for an amazing number of
food borne infections. This November, in
North Carolina 300 people took sick after
a fundraising church BBQ! So be warned
because the Church of  Scotland really

can’t afford to lose any
members. But we will all
be safe and sound with
Anne keeping an eye on
the kitchen provided we
pay attention to some
key points. Anne is
trained in Food
Hygiene. She will 
ensure that training
requirements for all user
groups of  the church
preparing food to be
consumed are met. She
will annually arrange for
training to take place for
those who may need it.

She will liaise with the Church Manager
regarding any aspect of  kitchen use or
food preparation. She is also going to
attend the Business Committee meetings
and report regularly to our Health and
Safety Representative.

She will also be happy to liaise with others
who purchase provisions for various user
groups. Please notify any faults in the
kitchen or requests for items to Anne
either by email or in person. She will then
replace kitchen equipment as needed.

We would like to recommend that all
kitchen users pay special attention to the
notices in the kitchen that highlight
aspects of  Hygiene, Allergies, and
Operating Instructions for equipment.

Thank you Anne for officially taking on
the role of  Kitchen Convener!

Jean MacGilchrist 
and Anne Robertson

ANNE AITHIE
KITCHEN CONVENER
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We all have our guilty secrets and one of
mine is a (possibly unladylike) fondness
for Bernard Cornwell’s soldier heroes –
Rifleman Sharpe in the Napoleonic Wars
and Uhtred son of  Uhtred in Anglo-Saxon 
England. William Gold is a new
contender, an English soldier in the
European wars during the second half  of
the 14th century, in the Chivalry Series
novels by Christian Cameron. And why
am I telling you this, you may ask. Is a
church magazine the place to write about
deeds of  derring-do
involving the inevitable rape,
pillage and plunder? Well,
yes it is, because Cameron’s
hero is rescued, half-way
through the first book of
the series, from his life as a
routier, a member of  a
mercenary unit pillaging and
plundering for food and
equipment; war is expensive
and men and horses must
eat.

He is rescued by a
Hospitaller and he becomes
a donat, not least because
the Pope is planning a crusade, and needs
an army. As the Pope’s plans fade for a
while, William is released to fight in the
more respectable mercenary units, but it is
not long before politics, both secular and
religious, pull him back to the Hospitaller.

It is rare to read a story of  swashbuckling
knightly valour where the hero’s spiritual
life is quite so prominent and taken so
seriously; even Brother Cadfael’s crusading
days are far behind him by the time we
meet. William’s first person narrative is
written in a way suggesting that, having

returned to his faith, William is unself-
conscious about it; his faith is part of  him
and he is unembarrassed by it. True, the
narrative is, allegedly, narrated over a jar or
two in a Calais hostelry, when William is
much older, and his audience includes
Chaucer, whom he has known since their
teens, and a younger and impressionable
Jean Froissart. Nonetheless, one can
imagine that even the older William might
think it made a better tale that he hid his
faith in his youth.

More generally, the narrative
tests one’s grasp of  Italian
geography, as the armies
rampage over the country,
for example, Pisa, Florence,
Bologna, Turin, Verona,
Vicenza, Padua, Chioggia,
Venice in relatively few
pages. It also serves to
remind that the same events,
seen from a different side of
the Channel, or of  the Alps,
have quite different political
implications.

But, above all, it is fun.
William, knighted on the field of  battle at
the end of  the first book, The Ill-Made
Knight, is a likeable character, saving up
money for his sister’s dowry to the
nunnery that has given her shelter and
sending her presents of  books when he is
in a town sizeable enough for bookshops.
The Long Sword, the second in the series,
deals with the preparation for crusade. I’m
looking forward to The Green Count and,
published this year, Sword of  Justice. It will
be interesting how  William squares his
conscience with crusading activities in the
Middle East.

SOLDIER HEROES Catriona Graham



Prayer of  Illumination

Sacred Spirit, through imagination, intuition and
reflection, through word and silence, bless our
meditations, and comfort us.   Amen.

The life of  the Church must be continually
renewed, refreshed and responsive to the
world in which we live.   The theological
and ethical concerns of  those in the
Church who have gone before us may still
be of  concern to us but, with each
successive generation, there will be new
insights and perspectives on God and life
that need to be articulated.   We learn from
the past but are not bound by it.   In the
Jewish tradition, it is said that the past has
a vote, but not a veto.   What are some of
the concerns for the Church in our time?

In the 21st century, the Church must
continue its commitment to the poor, the
excluded and the oppressed whoever they
may be.   Having spent the last decade
working hard to find justice for people in
the LGB communities, it will not be long
before the churches have to find justice for
people in the transgender community.
Scripture says, ‘God created humanity male
and female’, but it may not be that simple
any more.

For many churches, equality for women,
truly acknowledging and releasing the gifts
of  women in the church and for every
office of  ministry, is still a road to be

travelled.   Recently, Lady Hale, the
President of  the Supreme Court, said that
women do not make better judges than
men but that they bring different gifts to
the court: their life experience is different
from that of  a man and so they hear
different things and therefore, the quality
of  decision-making is enriched.   True for
the court, this is true for the churches.
Our sisters and brothers in the Catholic
Church need to hear this.   If  human
sexuality and equality for women are two
prominent 21st century issues for the
churches, then a third is what Pope John
Paul II called ‘ecological conversion’.   

Global warming, environmental
degradation and destruction of  ecosystems
lead to increased flooding, soil erosion, a
lack of  trees, and melting glaciers.   In an
ecosystem, everything relies on everything
else:  plants, animals and every living
organism.   Coral reefs are rapidly
disappearing due to ocean acidification,
water pollution and illegal fishing.
Continuous deforestation leads to
extinction for many species and habitat
loss is affecting lions, tigers and polar
bears.   The rapid explosion of  the human
population is demanding resources at a
faster rate than the planet can replenish.
Pope John Paul II said:

If  one looks at the regions of  our planet,
one realises immediately that humanity has
disappointed the divine expectation.

SERMON Revd Dr Scott S. McKenna

ECOLOGICAL CONVERSION

GOD, THE COSMOS AND ECOLOGY

Sunday 7 October 2018

Genesis 9: 1 – 13         Colossians 1: 15 – 20          St John 1: 1 – 5
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Above all, humanity has unhesitatingly
devastated wooded plains and valleys,
polluted the waters, deformed the earth’s
habitats, made the air unbreathable, upset
the hydro-geological and atmospheric
systems, blighted green spaces,
implementing uncontrolled forms of
industrialisation, humiliating the Earth,
that flowerbed that is our dwelling.

One commentator has said, ‘When human
beings cause the extinction of  other
species, they destroy creatures made by
God.   They damage a mode of  God’s
self-revelation’.   What does ecological
conversion mean?   What might an
informed ecological theology look like?   

It is utterly thrilling and wonderful to
discover something of  the complex nature
of  the cosmos, of  the universe and its
origins.   The first person to suggest that
the origin of  the universe was a primordial
fireball was the Belgian priest and
astronomer George Lemaìtre.   Though
smaller than a single grain of  sand,
Lemaìtre said that this cosmic egg was the
physical source of  life; this ‘Big Bang’ gave
life to infinity, to an ever-expanding
evolutionary universe.   The 13.8 billion
year history of  the universe is our history.
We are made of  hydrogen from the early
universe together with the carbon and
other elements which came into existence
much later.   The theologian Denis
Edwards says:

Each carbon atom in the blood flowing
through my veins and in the neutrons
firing in my brain comes from a star.   We
are made from stardust.

The Astronomer Royal, Martin Rees, tells
us that a carbon atom in a cell of  a human
brain has a heritage that extends back to

the birth of  our solar system 4.5 billion
years ago.   Creation’s history, from the
first atom to the first Adam, can be plotted
through every molecule, cell, and living
thing culminating with us - and perhaps
others too - in creatures of  consciousness.
An informed ecological theology begins
with our connectedness to the universe:
we are constituted from the very fabric of
creation’s cloth.   

Together with other faith traditions, we
need now to look into our sacred texts,
into our sources of  spiritual insight, to
discover new meaning that will help shape
an ecological theology.   In the Book of
Genesis, we are told that humanity is made
in the image and likeness of  God.   We are
told also that humanity shall have
dominion over every living thing.
Traditionally understood, ‘dominion’ has
had negative connotations:  it implies
power exercised carelessly for the sole
benefit of  human interests.   However,
properly understood, in Genesis dominion
is to be exercised by humanity, by creatures
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Big Bang. This illustration shows abstracted ‘slices’
of  space at different points in time. 

Image by:Fredrik; 
vectorized:Waterced



whose very being is made in the image and
likeness of  the Divine; we are to cultivate
and care for every living thing in the
manner of  God, like God, in the place of
God.   

In the third creation narrative, in the story
of  Noah, we are again told that humanity
is made in the image of  God.   In this
narrative, God makes a covenant with
humanity, with every living creature and
with the earth itself.   In the Orthodox
tradition, humanity becomes the priests of
creation:  as God-bearers, we are to lift up
creation, in all its beauty and suffering, to
God.   In our search for an ecological
theology, we begin with the stories of
Genesis and find that as bearers of  God’s
image, we are charged with caring for every
living thing and for the earth itself  in the
manner of  God, in place of  God.

It is possible that Christianity’s flawed
understanding of  humanity’s place in
God’s creation, our exercise of  powers as
self-interest, have played a part in the

destruction of  species and
ecosystems but, alongside
Christianity, so too have the
Enlightenment, the rise of
capitalism, the industrial
revolution, uncontrolled
corporations and
unrestrained greed.   In an
informed ecological
theology, God is at the
centre, not humanity and
humanity must acknowledge
the covenant God has with
the Earth.   We are to respect
the value, the intrinsic value,
of  all living things:  each one
is a revelation of  God.   

St Francis of  Assisi is the
patron saint of  ecology.   Francis saw
God’s creatures as interconnected in one
family of  creation.   In his Canticle, he
sang of  other creatures as our sisters and
brothers.   Not in any naïve or sentimental
sense, but he wanted people to understand
our kinship with every living thing.   More
than 99% of  our active genes are identical
with those of  chimpanzees.   In the 1860s,
a cartoon appeared of  a gorilla in a zoo
looking out from behind the bars.   The
caption above its head read, ‘Am I my
keeper’s brother?’   Yes is the answer!

The theologian Elizabeth Johnson puts it
this way:

Woven into our lives is the very fire from
the stars and the genes from the sea
creatures, and everyone, utterly everyone, is
kin in the radiant tapestry of  being.

Older than the tradition of  Francis, St
Benedict said that love for God’s creation
means responsible farming and
preservation of  the land.   He sought to
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Noah's Thanksoffering (c.1803) by Joseph Anton Koch. Noah builds an altar
being delivered from the Flood; God sends the rainbow as a sign of  his covenant.



cultivate and care for the good
things God had made.   

It is important that, as
Christians, we connect our
ecological theology to the
living memory we have of
Jesus.   St Paul described Jesus
as the image of  the invisible
God, the icon of  God.   The
fourth evangelist described
Jesus as the Wisdom or Word
of  God.   In Jesus, the One
who made all things come into
being was made flesh.   With
the inner eye, the eye of  the
soul, the followers of  Jesus
came to see and understand
that the very energy and
essence of  God was in Jesus.
We might say that the God of
the Big Bang, the Cosmic Egg, the star
formations, the Milky Way Galaxy, the
planet Earth, the bacteria, the elephants
and the eagles, the very same life-giving
Spirit, the Originator of  all things, can be
seen in the face of  Jesus of  Nazareth.    

But the Gospel of  John tells us more than
that:  the Word became flesh.   In this
context, flesh is more than the limbs,
muscles, sinew and skin of  the human
frame.   Flesh means all fleshly life; it
means the world of  matter; it means the
entire universe; the whole material cosmos.
Flesh means that, in Jesus, the Word, the
essence and energy of  God, was present in
the interconnected, inter-related world of
organisms, of  all living things; united with
matter itself.   The Word could not become
flesh without being connected to the
hydrogen of  the primordial fireball, to the
carbon, the nitrogen and every single cell
that ever was.   

The Danish theologian, Niels Gregersen
writes of  God present in the Cross, in the
death of  Jesus.   God’s presence, he says,
is:

An incarnation into the very tissue of
biological existence….The death of  Christ
becomes an icon of  God’s redemptive co-
suffering with all sentient life as well as
with the victims of  social competition.
God bears the cost of  evolution, the  price
involved in the hardship of  natural
selection.

For our purposes, evolutionary history is
our history.   The Transcendent is present
in the very fabric and fibre of  matter.
From within, God empowers the universe
to be.   The climax of  evolution is the
possibility of  love.   In looking out at the
horizon, the mystic Teilhard de Chardin
said he saw the sun rising, the light of  a
new day, but more than that:  he saw the
fire of  God touch the earth, and the love
of  God.   9



The following extract is from a report
by Alexander Krabbendam, describing
his placement in Malaysia with Project
Trust. He was supported by the
Shierlaw Fund; its Committee is now
seeking new applications from young
people planning to take part in projects
which promote health or education in
developing countries. 

In September 2017, I left London
Heathrow to travel to Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia. It was a nerve wracking
experience, but also one of  the best in my
life. The year before I was completing my
final year in High School, but I had also
raised £6200 to fund this life changing
trip. I am so happy I decided to do it!

There were many reasons why I chose to
go on a gap year with Project Trust, but
perhaps the biggest factor was my sister.
She had done the same thing a few years
prior in Ghana, and when I visited her
there, I realised I wanted to do the same!
So I attended selection, raised the money,
went to training, and very soon I was
flying across the world to a strange new
land. I would be teaching English to
secondary school children during my year
there. I had never done anything like this
before, but I couldn’t wait to start, as I

have a great love of  languages! We had an
induction course in Kuala Lumpur, the
capital city. People are not lying when they
say that Malaysia is a foodie’s heaven!
There is such a wide variety of  cuisines to
try out, from Malay to Chinese, to Indian.
Induction lasted for four days, and then
very abruptly it was time to go to our
projects. 

My partner and I had to take another
flight to get to our project in a school
called MRSM Betong. The flight took
roughly two hours, and then we had to
take another six hour journey in a Hilux,
travelling up through the state of  Sarawak.
It blew me away when we finally arrived.
My year had begun for real! My project
was a secondary boarding school in the
middle of  the rainforest. Despite its
remote location, it was very well supplied,
and absolutely massive. I would be
teaching English for children aged 12 to
17, and this prospect scared me a lot.
However, as the weeks went by, I slowly
started to get to know the school, the
students, and the other teachers, and soon
enough, it felt like my second home. 

School would begin at 7.20am, and very
often I would have a class first period.
After breakfast, classes would continue

MALAYSIA                                     Kate O’Brien
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until 1.00pm. My partner and I would
usually focus on speaking practice, getting
the students to be more confident and
more fluent. However, we would also help
with essay writing, especially creative, and
also with grammar. It made me realise that
even though I am fluent in English, there
are so many grammar rules I simply took
for granted.

After classes, we would have lunch with
the students in the canteen, and then we
would have a little time for ourselves.
After this, we would always play sports
with the students, usually basketball or
futsal. I really enjoyed this, as it was a
chance to be more informal with the
students, but still get them to practice their
English. It was more ‘real’ than the
classroom, which I feel really benefitted
the students. Then dinner would be served
in the canteen, and we would go there for
another amazing meal! 

Malaysia is famous for having lots of

holidays, due to the number of  cultures
and festivals needing celebration! This
gave me the chance to travel around, and I
had a great time doing this as well as
teaching. I celebrated Hari Raya Aidilfitri
with another teacher’s family. This is a
Muslim festival celebrating the end of  the
fasting month of  Ramadan. I was so lucky
to experience this, and I managed to try all
kinds of  traditional foods, like Roti Jala
and Nasi Dagang. There is a culture of
‘open-house’ where we would walk to
different homes, get invited in, eat, catch
up and generally have a really nice time. 

Overall, my year abroad has been
incredibly quirky, funny, and exciting. It
has also been rewarding, and I will always
cherish the memories that I gained. But of
course, all of  this was only possible due to
the kind donations given to me, especially
from the Shierlaw Fund. I want to thank
the church for the opportunity it gave me,
and I hope they see that I put my year to
good use! 
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REMEMBRANCE
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Photo by Mhairi Beasley
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CHRISTIAN AID 

PRAYER THOUGHTS 

I am the Alpha and the Omega.

Read Revelation 1: 4b-8

Pray with those living in the occupied
Palestinian territory. Pray for Amina, one
of  many people involved with the
‘protection group’ in Raboud – one of
five such groups supported by the YMCA
across the West Bank. Give thanks for our

partner YMCA and pray for the groups as
they meet to discuss issues within the
community and how they can work
together to address them.

Prince of  peace, 
We amplify the cries for peace with those
who live in occupied Palestinian territory. 
Protect, encourage and strengthen
Christian Aid’s partners there. Give them
hope to endure, 
We pray in your name, 
AMEN.

Harvest Festival and Crafternoon
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YOUTH        Hillary Leslie

We had a great turn out for our first Youth
Club American Thanksgiving in the Bill
McDonald Hall - complete with turkey,
stuffing, mashed potatoes, green bean
casserole and pumpkin pie! We spent time

together reflecting on gratitude, and ended
the night with a lively game of  Fish Bowl.
We’re looking forward to making this a
Mayfield Youth tradition! 
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Kirk Session met on 11 September and 13
November 2018 when the following were
discussed:

Correspondence:
(i) An email was received from the
Convener of  the Church of  Scotland
Nomination Committee, requesting
Kirk Sessions to consider opportunities
for service through the Councils and
Committees of  the Church. The Clerk
offered to send the email to Session
members for their consideration and
noted the closing date was 30th November
2018.

(ii) A letter was received from Mike
Sharp, Christian Aid Committee, asking
the Session to approve part of  the
Christmas offerings being passed to
Christian Aid as in previous years. It was
agreed that the offerings would be split
(50/50) between Christian Aid and the
CrossReach Perinatal services project

(iii) An email was received from Rev Dr
Liam Fraser thanking the elders and
congregation of  Mayfield Salisbury for
their donation of  £1,500 to his Campus
Ministry.  

(iv) An email was received from Fresh
Start (Scotland) Ltd inviting anyone with
an interest to attend their Annual General
Meeting at Heriots Rugby Club, Inverleith,
Edinburgh EH3 5QN on 4 December at
3pm.

Presentation
The Clerk made a presentation to the
Moderator of  a framed picture of  George
Matheson, to mark the occasion of  his
award of  PhD and to note, with pleasure,
the decision to remain with the Mayfield

Salisbury congregation.   Those who had
organised the picture were thanked and
the Moderator spoke of  his gratitude to
the Session and Congregation for the
warm welcome he had received on his
‘return’.

CrossReach: Wendy Mathison reported
from the CrossReach Committee that a
total of  £6,723.70 has been given to the
project including the November
collection. CrossReach is hoping to pilot a
new scheme whereby services would be
offered in people’s homes rather than
coming to centres. It was agreed that two
services next year together with a fund-
raising event would be supported. There is
a need for further volunteers, who should
contact Stewart Houston or Eilie
Blackwood.  

New Members: Roger and Monica
Spooner and Cassandra Lama, were
admitted as new members. 

Poppies: The Moderator thanked Sandra
Carter, and also her team, for the striking
display of  commemorative knitted
poppies both outside and inside the
Church.  There are several pictures on
Mayfield Salisbury’s website, and the
external display generated considerable
interest for those passing by the Church.  

Afternoon Services: The 50th service was
held on 13 November.  The Moderator
thanked Anne Sturrock and her team for
their hard work in helping to support
these services.

Extra date in 2019 for ordinary Session
business: The Moderator announced that
he and the Session Clerk had recently
attended a preliminary meeting for the

SESSION MATTERS 
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Local Church Review, which is due to take
place in the first half  of  2019.  It replaces
the Quinquennial Review.  The current
plan is that the Presbytery inspection team
will come on 7 May 2019, meaning that
there will be no ordinary Session business
discussed that day.  Instead, the review
team would attend the Session meeting at
7.30pm, having spent the previous half
hour with the Minister.  The Minister
would then be invited to leave the meeting
at around 8.30pm and the team would
continue for around half  an hour before
closing the meeting.  To make up for this,
the Moderator proposed that an additional
meeting for ordinary Session business be
held on 23 April 2019.  This was
approved.

Legacy The Clerk reported that a
significant legacy had been received and
the funds would be put into the Music
fund. 

Edinburgh interfaith association
(EIFA) The Moderator reported that
EIFA had vacated its office space within
Nicholson Square Methodist Church due
to lack of  resources and have been offered
EIFA space within the Counting House
for 12 months. The Executive Director,
Iain Stewart, would be in place most days
and Shaina Gabi part-time. 

The Moderator also reported that EIFA
had asked if  Mayfield Salisbury could host
a community meal on Sunday 14th
October and a St Andrew's Day event on
2 December.  This was agreed Session
agreed to back the Moderator in his work
to improve the standing of  EIFA. It was
commented that there are already some
leaflets in the Counting House and the
EIFA website is good.

Events The Moderator brought Session
up to date on forthcoming lectures. On 11
November, the Very Revd Derek

Browning would speak about his
Moderatorial year and, on 18th November,
Professor Robert Hillenbrand would give a
lecture on Old and New Testaments through
Muslim Eyes. It is hoped that this would be
the first of  two lectures from Professor
Hillebrand, the second being in spring
2019, entitled Jesus through Muslim Eyes.

Bill McDonald Lecture The Moderator
reported that the inaugural Bill McDonald
lecture, given by Allan Little, was excellent.
The board by the entrance to the Hall
already records his name, and there was a
request that the title of  his talk be added
too.  There was some debate as to whether
it in fact had a title, and if  so what it was;
this was left for investigation.  

Session reaffirmed the decision to hold the
next lecture in 2019, and suggestions for a
suitable speaker were invited.  

Mayfield Salisbury Youth Hillary Leslie
spoke of  the planned activities for
Mayfield Youth over the next session. She
detailed weekly Youth Club meetings with
a varied programme containing physical,
social and spiritual elements,
supplemented by fortnightly Breakfast
Club sessions within the 9.30am Sunday
service, monthly Youth worship nights on
the last Sunday of  the month and a film
night on one Saturday per month. Charity
work and fundraising would happen
quarterly and Hillary mentioned
specifically the hope that the Youth could
join the Wee Sleep in the Park for the
homeless but the date was still uncertain.
In addition there were some specific
special events such as hosting German
Youth visiting Mayfield Salisbury at the
end of  September and various retreats.
There was admiration for what Hillary had
already achieved and her report was
received with heartfelt applause



Pastoral Assistant Kay McIntosh
outlined to Session her extensive activities
since she arrived at Mayfield Salisbury four
months ago.  Her visiting list has 89 names
and all people have been allocated a
Pastoral Visitor. Kay has participated in
Sunday morning worship and conducted
six evening Church services, eight nursing
home services, two afternoon services and
two funerals.  She has visited all of  the
nursing homes in our parish list and
visited a number of  people at home, in
sheltered housing and in hospital. She
liaises with the flower team and delivery
and has chaired two meetings of  the
pastoral co-ordinators.  Session expressed
admiration that she had achieved so much
in such a short time and responded to her
report with applause.    

Business Committee There is a newly
created post of  Kitchen Convenor, which
has been filled by Anne Aithie; she will
attend the Business Committee for any
relevant items of  business.  Secondly,
while many elders had signed the General
Data Protection Regulation (GDPR)
consent forms there were a few who had
yet to do so; Jean MacGilchrist has the
forms.  

In comment it was mentioned that it was
fantastic to see the Nativity Window
restored.

To reflect the level of  work being carried
out by Kay McIntosh, Pastoral Assistant, it
was agreed to increase her contracted
hours from 18.75 to 30 hours per week.
This to be regularly reviewed.

Christian Aid CA Convener Aileen
Nimmo commented that around £10,000
had been raised for Christian Aid this year
and thanked all for the continuing
support.  The Harvest Festival and
Crafternoon had been a success.  Over 200

people visited the Church that afternoon.
The Sanctuary was beautiful and peaceful
music played while our experts taught
children how to “needlepoint” and
“tapestry”.  We had talks about the
windows and a quiz for children.   We had
around 20 stalls and the external crafters
want to come again next year.  Afternoon
tea was delicious.  The children’s craft
competition turned up some stunning
entries.  The next event is the St Andrews
on Saturday 1 December 2018.  The
Church Family Christmas card is being
designed by one of  our young members
and the usual sheets will be available to
write your greetings on.  

First Fridays Friends Sandra Carter
noted that the monthly support group had
now been running for 3 years and was
now well established. She highlighted the
annual cruise with the Seagull Trust and
the singalong with Honeysuckle Swing as
recent activities and mentioned the need
to recruit further volunteers.

Frequency and Format of  Kirk Session
Meetings Alastair MacGilchrist
introduced the Research Committee’s
paper.  After discussion it was agreed that
that the November meeting be dropped
and that, where there was a suitable
subject, future agendas should contain an
item for discussion in small groups.
Suggestions were also invited for items for
such discussions, as well as themes for a
Session Conference. 

Dates of  future meetings
1 December 2018, 29 January 2019, 26
March 2019 (also the Annual Business
Meeting), 7 May 2019 and 11 June 2019.
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For the Week of  Prayer for Christian
Unity.

I am writing on behalf  of  Edinburgh
Churches Together (ECT) to invite you to
this service which ECT is hosting for the
first time. The service will be at the
Church of  Scotland, Palmerston Place in
Edinburgh on Monday 21 January at
7.30pm.

Each year the Faith and Order
Commission of  the World Council of
Churches and the Pontifical Council for
Promoting Christian Unity in Rome, who
have ultimate responsibility for the Church
Unity Octave, invite a national church to
choose a theme and prepare worship
materials for the week. For 2019, the
Christian Church in Indonesia  has chosen
the theme of  ‘Justice, and only justice, you
shall pursue’  (Deuteronomy 16: 18 - 20).

Our service will be led by Mgr. Philip
Kerr, Parish Priest of  S. Patricks  and
Convener of  ECT and the Revd Marjory
McPherson, Presbytery Clerk, Edinburgh
Presbytery, Church of  Scotland and Vice
Convener of  ECT.

The guest preacher on 21 January will be
Revd Colin Sinclair, Moderator Elect of
the General Assembly of  the Church of
Scotland.

There will be a reception following the
service to which everyone is invited.

I would be grateful if  you could publicise
this service in your parish and among your
Christian friends and associates.

I look forward to seeing you at Palmerston
Place on  21 January.

I remain,

Yours sincerely in Christ,

Paddy Ferry         

On behalf  of  Edinburgh Churches Together.

Edinburgh Churches Together is an
ecumenical group of  churches working in
partnership across Edinburgh City.

It was formed in the early 1990s as a local
response to the establishment of  Action
of  Churches Together in Scotland (ACTS).
Our purpose is to help member churches
work together so as to:

* Jointly address issues of  concern and
interest within our city and beyond

* Support each other in times of  challenge
and celebration

* Provide a meeting point between the
Christian Church and the City

* Encourage local congregations to work
together

* Share resources, ideas, insights and best
practice

* Create city scale projects and events as a
witness to the presence of  Christ in
Edinburgh

ECUMENICAL EVENING SERVICE 
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NEWS
During October and November the flowers have been
arranged by Deirdre Eustace, Anne Graham, Hilary
Watkinson, Diana Tudhope and Jane Main.

During Advent we look forward to the Advent Candles each
week and do not have a fresh arrangement but flowers can be
provided by the flower fund for distribution if  required.

With grateful thanks to all the flower arrangers and
distributors who have worked so hard over the past year and
wishing everyone a very Happy Christmas.

FLOWERS

Jane Main 
0131 667 1711 
Chrystine Patterson  
0131 662 4506

MAYFIELD 
SALISBURY
SOUND DESK

John Lunn

Additional volunteers are required to operate the Sound Desk
at the 10.45am service  on Sunday mornings. We are fortunate
to have a willing group of  helpers, who are on  duty for one
calendar month each year, but would be delighted to welcome
a few more recruits.

If  interested, please contact John Lunn, 667 7966 or email
j.jwg.lunn@btinternet.com for further information.

GIFT SERVICES 

Anne Graham

Anne Graham and her team of  helpers thank the
congregation warmly for their generous donations to the
Annual Gift Services. Boxes of  toys and gift wrap together
with some Gift Vouchers and cash are being delivered to our
partner organisations.

5 MINUTES
PEACE    

0793 173 0805 

a.macgilchrist@gmail.com

Alastair MacGilchrist 

We are planning to open the sanctuary to the public for a
short time each week as a place for peaceful meditation.
Beginning next January, the sanctuary will be open on
Tuesday evenings (18.00 - 19.00) and on Saturday mornings
(10.00 - 11.30). 

We are seeking members of  the congregation willing to give
up a couple of  hours every second month to staff  the
sanctuary at these times. Anyone interested, either in
volunteering or in finding out more, should contact me .

Your thoughts on this initiative would be greatly appreciated.
Is this something you might be interested in?



DECEMBER
1Hosea 3-6 / Revelation 1
2Hosea 7,8 / Psalms 137,138
3Hosea 9,10 / Revelation 2
4Hosea 11,12 / Revelation 3
5 Hosea 13,14 / Revelation 4
6 Joel 1,2 / Psalm 139
Dec. 7 Joel 3 / Revelation 5
Dec. 8 Amos 1,2 /Revelation 6
Dec. 9 Amos 3,4 / Psalms 140,141
Dec. 10 Amos 5,6 / Revelation 7
Dec. 11 Amos 7,8 / Revelation 8
Dec. 12 Amos 9 / Revelation 9
Dec. 13 Obadiah/Psalms 142. 143
Dec. 14 Jonah 1,2 / Revelation 10
Dec. 15 Jonah 3,4 / Revelation 11
Dec. 16 Micah 1-3 / Psalm 144
Dec. 17 Micah 4,5 / Revelation 12
Dec. 18 Micah 6,7 / Revelation 13
Dec. 19 Nahum 1-3 / Revelation 14
Dec. 20 Habakkuk 1-3 / Psalm 145
Dec. 21 Zephaniah 1-3 /Revelation 15
Dec. 22 Haggai 1,2 / Revelation 16
Dec. 23 Zechariah 1,2 /Psalms 146,147

Dec. 24 Zechariah 3,4 / Revelation 17
Dec. 25 Zechariah 5,6 / Revelation 18
Dec. 26 Zechariah 7,8 / Revelation 19
Dec. 27 Zechariah 9,10 / Psalm 148
Dec. 28 Zechariah 11,12 / Revelation 20
Dec. 29 Zechariah 13,14 / Revelation 21
Dec. 30 Malachi 1,2 / Psalms 149,150
Dec. 31 Malachi 3,4 / Revelation 22

JANUARY
Jan. 1 Genesis 1,2 / Matthew 1
Jan. 2 Genesis 3,4 / Matthew 2
Jan. 3 Genesis 5,6 / Matthew 3
Jan. 4 Genesis 7,8 / Psalms 1,2
Jan. 5 Genesis 9-11 / Matthew 4
Jan. 6 Genesis 12,13 / Matthew 5
Jan. 7 Genesis 14,15 / Psalms 3,4
Jan. 8 Genesis 16,17 / Matthew 6
Jan. 9 Genesis 18,19 / Matthew 7
Jan. 10 Genesis 20,21 / Matthew 8
Jan. 11 Genesis 22,23 / Psalms 5,6
Jan. 12 Genesis 24,25 / Matthew 9
Jan. 13 Genesis 26,27 / Matthew 10
Jan. 14 Genesis 28,29 / Psalms 7,8

Jan. 15 Genesis 30,31 / Matthew 11
Jan. 16 Genesis 32,33 / Matthew 12
Jan. 17 Genesis 34-36 / Matthew 13
Jan. 18 Genesis 37,38 /  Psalm 9
Jan. 19 Genesis 39,40 / Matthew 14
Jan. 20 Genesis 41,42 / Matthew 15
Jan. 21 Genesis 43,44 / Psalm 10
Jan. 22 Genesis 45,46 / Matthew 16
Jan. 23 Genesis 47,48 / Matthew 17
Jan. 24 Genesis 49,50 / Matthew 18
Jan. 25 Exodus 1,2 / Psalms 11,12
Jan. 26 Exodus 3,4 / Matthew 19
Jan. 27 Exodus 5,6 / Matthew 20
Jan. 28 Exodus 7,8 / Psalms 13,14
Jan. 29 Exodus 9,10 / Matthew 21
Jan. 30 Exodus 11,12 / Matthew 22
Jan. 31 Exodus 13,14 / Matthew 23
Feb. 1 Exodus 15,16 / Psalms 15,16
Feb. 2 Exodus 17,18 / Matthew 24
Feb. 3 Exodus 19,20 / Matthew 25
Feb. 4 Exodus 21,22 / Psalm 17
Feb. 5 Exodus 23,24 / Matthew 26
Feb. 6 Exodus 25,26 / Matthew 27
Feb. 7 Exodus 27,28 / Matthew 28

21

28th BRAID SCOUT GROUP Alan Dickson

Our combined Group AGM and Troop
Parents’ Night was well attended.  During
the brief  AGM, our Group Treasurer,
Rosemary Mitchell, was awarded the
Medal of  Merit for Outstanding Service,
acknowledging her 28 years of  service to
the Group.

The highlight of  our Parents’ Night was
the Summer Camp video giving parents
the opportunity to see the many
adventures we got up to.  The evening also
included the presentation of  awards with
the highlights being:

John Wood Smith for Observation
Stephen Tiplady

N R Bruce Cup for Good Scouting
Stuart Manson

The Chief  Scout’s Gold Award is the
highest that a Scout can achieve and this
was presented to Calum Morrison,
Stephen Tiplady, Toby Ward, Aidan
McMurdo, Stuart Manson and Euan
Keatinge.

Recent activities have included a
Halloween Night, Emergencies training, a
Movie Night and an evening of  activities
in the dark at Bonaly Camp Site.

Alan Dickson
Scout Leader

Headquarters: 
Mayfield Salisbury Parish Church, Edinburgh
Scottish Charity No SC006141

THE BIBLE IN A YEAR



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
DECEMBER
Sun 2 9.30am All-A e Worshi  & Gift Service SSM

10.45am Traditional Worshi :  Advent Sunda  & Gift Service SSM
    

g p ( )
  p y ( )

6.30pm St Andrew’s Interfaith Community Meal

Tues 4 9.30am Prayers in the sanctuary

Sun 9 9.30am All-Age Worship & Communion (SSM)
10.45am Traditional Worship:  Second Sunday of Advent & Communion (SSM)
7.00pm Evening Service (KM)

Tues 11 9.30am Prayers in the sanctuary

Sun 16 9.30am All-Age Worship (SSM)
10.45am Traditional Worship:  Third Sunday of  Advent (SSM)
7.00pm Evening Service:  Godly Play (EB)

Tues 18 9.30am Prayers in the sanctuary

Sun 23 9.30am All-Age Worship (SSM)
10.45am Traditional Worship:  Fourth Sunday of  Advent (SSM)
6.30pm Christingles Service (SSM)

Mon 24 11.10pm Carol-Singing in church
11.30pm Watchnight Service (SSM)

Tues 25 10.45am Christmas Day Family Service (SSM)

Sun 30 9.30am NO early service
10.45am Traditional Worship:  Nine Lessons & Carols (SSM)
7.00pm No evening service

JANUARY 2019
Sun 6 9.30am All-Age Worship (SSM)

10.45am Traditional Worship:  Epiphany (SSM)
7.00pm Communion round the Table (SSM)

Tues 8 9.30am Prayers in the sanctuary

Sun 13 9.30am All-Age Worship (SSM)
10.45am Traditional Worship:  Second Sunday of  Epiphany (SSM)
7.00pm Evening Service (KM)

Tues 15 9.30am Prayers in the sanctuary 

Sun 20 9.30am All-Age Worship (SSM)
10.45am Traditional Worship:  Third Sunday of  Epiphany (SSM)
7.00pm Communion round the Table (SSM)

Tues 22 9.30am Prayers in the sanctuary

Sun 27 9.30am All-Age Worship (SSM)
10.45am Traditional Worship:  Fourth Sunday of  Epiphany (SSM)
7.00pm Youth Night Worship (Hillary Leslie)
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MAYFIELD MILERS UPCOMING WALKS
DECEMBER

Mon 3 Christmas meal and walk   2mls Bob McNie 667 9391 
11.00am meet at Church.   
Meal at Craigmillar Park Golf  Club 12.30pm for 1.00pm

Wed 12 Fairmilehead to Braidburn Park   2-3mls Morley Sewell  627 2077
10.00am Bus stop at Fairmilehead Junction 

JANUARY 2019

Fri 4 North Berwick Shore Walk 2-3mls S & B Davison 667 1416
10.15am Waterloo Place – East Coast Buses X5 at 10 23  for North Berwick 

Wed 16 AGM and Planning meeting 7.30pm Church House.
Suggestions for walks to Jenny  667 2888 or  Bob  667 9391

Tues 22 New Hailes to Prestonpans 4-5mls Bob McNie 667 9391
10.00am meet at Church  Mostly level, exits possible, partly on John Muir Way

CONGREGATIONAL REGISTER
DEPARTURE
Mrs Rosetta Inglis

NEW MEMBER
Ms Cassandra Lama

Tues 29 9.30am Prayers in the sanctuary

FEBRUARY

Sun 3 9.30am All-Age Worship (SSM)
10.45am Traditional Worship:  Fifth Sunday of  Epiphany (SSM)
7.00pm Communion round the Table (SSM)

DECEMBER
6 The Dunns Christmas Party
13 Christine Short The Subversive Stitch 
JANUARY 2019
10 Allan Tulleth Between Silk and Cyanide
17 Collingwood & Macdonald Inch House
24 Caroline Hood Scottish songs
31 Ceilidh band Band
FEBRUARY
7 Murray Chalmers Top of  the Buses part 2

THURSDAY CLUB



Grapevine Distribution
Kirstine Baxter 0754 991 3813
churchmanager@googlemail.com

Staff Days Off
Minister: Monday (generally)
Pastoral Assistant: Friday and Saturday
Youth Worker: Friday and Saturday
Manager: Monday PM & Friday

Social Media

www.facebook.com/MayfieldSalisbury

www.youtube.com/user/MayfieldSalisbChurch

www.flickr.com/photos/98063709@N06/

@ScottSMcKenna

www.mayfieldsalisbury.org

Copy date for next issue: 7.00pm on Friday 24 January 2019
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Minister 
Revd Dr Scott S McKenna scottsmckenna@aol.com 0131 667 1286

Pastoral Assistant 
Kay McIntosh DCS kay@backedge.co.uk 0790 326 6307

Church Manager
William Mearns churchmanager@googlemail.com 0131 667 1522

Youth Worker
Hillary Leslie Hillary.MayfieldYouth@gmail.com 0745 372 2224 

Organist
Kate Pearson kate.q.kate@gmail.com 0744 238 2296

Session Clerk
Charles Garland charles.edin@gmail.com 0131 668 4296

Treasurer
John Graham culkein@btinternet.com 0131 667 6331

Gift Aid Donations & Roll Keeper
Hugh Somerville hs.somerville2@gmail.com 0131 667 9797

Church Office
18 West Mayfield, 
Edinburgh,  EH9 1TQ
0131 667 1522 or
churchmanager@googlemail.com

Pastoral Care
For Home or Hospital visits,
please  contact the Minister, Revd
Dr Scott McKenna, on 0131 667
1286 or scottsmckenna@aol.com

Mayfield Radio
mayfieldradiounit@gmail.com
0131 667 7742

Grapevine Submissions 
William Mearns 0131 667 1522 
churchmanager@googlemail.com
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